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Inflation affects us all, from wage-earner to pensioner.
The provincial government can act in four important

areasof the problem:
- Consumer Protection
- Taxes and Government Spending
- Pricesand Incomes
- Housing and Rents

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Problems:
1. INADEQUATE CONSUfvlER PROTECTION LAWS
exist in B.C.
2. THE FEDERAL CONSUMER AFFAIRS CANNOT
provide full protection without provincial cooperation.

Solutions:
1. CREATE A CONSUMER PROTECTION BUREAU
within the Attorney General's department to ...

-set safety standards for all used cars sold commercially;
-enforce full disclosure of interest rates on consumer
credit;
-require "truth-in-Iabelling" to regulate promotional
gimmicks and make sure advertising complies with law;
-assist voluntary consumers groups and give publicity to
their findings;
-request study of high-price problems by the federal
Prices and Incomes Commission and by the B.C.
Economic Council to becreated;
-introCluce neeCleCllaws so that Federal Consumers Af-

fairs staff can fully carry out their programs;
-enforce door-to-door contract legislation establishing a
72-hour grace period on certain kinds of contracts; •.
-cooperate with federal officials in the investigation of
quality of manufactured products.
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TAXES AND
GOVERNMENT SPENDING

Taxes have been increased tremendously. In 1969 the pro-
vincial government took in $480 per person, over th.ree
times the 1952 figure of $150 per person. Are taxes fairly
raised?And are we getting our money's worth?

Problems:
1. PROPERTY TAXES are being used for education costs
and hospital construction which are services to people~not
land; they are unfair taxes for retired homeowners on fixed
incomes.
2. OVERT AXATION has produced huge surpluses and
"special funds", yet some people are finding their taxes a
severehardship.
3. GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND METHODS are
rarely reviewed and streamlined so that government em-
ployees can more effectively deal with the most important
problems.
4. REGIONAL COLLEGES are now supported by proper-
ty taxes, but universities are not; this is unfair to people in
regional college areas.
5. GOVERNMENT MIS-SPENDING is not found and
made public becausethere is no independent auditor.

Solutions:
1. REMOVE PROPERTY TAX BURDEN of all basic edu-
cation costs, hospital construction costs,and all regional
college costs from the home and family farm and pay them
from the SUn:lIUS income the government is presently receiv-
ing.
2. REVIEW PROGRAMS AND METHODS of the govern-
ment to get more effective work on major public problems
and to eliminate the administrative problems which often
frustrate civil servants.
3. APPOINT AN AUDITOR-GENERAL to independently
check on government spending and report to the legislature
wasteful or questionable expenditures.
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"Our standard of living will increase only through more
efficient production and distribution."

"Prices and wagesshould be fair."
These truths are obvious. The hard part is to help achieve

them.

1. THERE ARE NO INDEPENDENT EXPERTS to ...
-review high price situations to find if there is price
gouging or inefficiency;
-study the B.C. economy in general and recommend
changes;
-provide neutral information to the public in wage
negotiations.

2. THE MINIMUM WAGE AND OLD AGE PENSIONS
are not keeping up with the cost of living.

1. CREATE A B.C. ECONOMIC COUNCIL which will
independently . . .

-study hig~ price situations and make its findings public;
-recommend cost-cutting improvements to producers
and merchandisers;
-make regular reports and recommendations to the
government and public on the province's economic
situation;
-provide neutral fact-finding services to the public and
both parties in wage negotiations.

2. TIE THEMINIMUMWAGEANDOLDAGEPENSION
to a cost of living barometer as outlined further in the
Labour and Senior Citizens policy sections.
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1. COST OF LAND is the biggest single factor in the high
cost of houses.
2. HIGH BUILDING COSTS are caused by lack of
uniform building codes throughout the province and by
codes which do not allow newer building techniques and
materials.
3. THE LANDLORD-TENANT ACT is basically hundreds
of years old, and is often unfair and inconvenient to both
tenant and landlord.
4. INADEQUATE PUBLIC HOUSING is available for
senior citizens and low income earners; what is available is
often set apart in sort of "ghettos" by economic or age
group.

Solutions:
1. ASSEMBLE LAND FOR SALE OR
LEASE-TO-PURCHASE as lots under a
Home-Ownership-Made-Easy plan using federal money for
90% of the cost.
2. ENCOURAGE A UNIFORM HOME BUILDING CODE
throughout B.C. to allow more standardization of
components; and with standards such that new and
better materials can be easily introduced, changes to be
worked out with cooperation of municipalities and the
construction industry.
3. PROMOTE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT of
new building methods and materials for this area in order to
cut costs of homes and other buildings.
4. MODERNIZE THE LANDLORD-TENANT ACT to
introduce such protections as interest payable on deposits,
appeals from deposit confiscation.
5. BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING using available 90% federal
loans and build more smaller units integrated with the
general community where people of-many incomes and ages
can live.


