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The Reform Party’s Principles and Policies 1995 contains the official principles grassroots party. It begins with Reform Party members at the constituency level cre-
and policies of the Reform Party of Canada as adopted by Party Assemblies. ating resolutions. Through a selections process, constituencies then decide which res-

The Reform Party is guided by the Statement of Principles which remain largely olutions will finally reach the floor of the Assembly for final debate and voting.
unchanged since the Party was founded in 1987. Any questions regarding the policy development procedure can be addressed to the

This edition includes changes to policies adopted by resolutions of the Party Policy and Research coordinator at national office.

Assembly in Ottawa, October 13-16, 1994. These changes include amendments, ;
additions and deletions to previous policy statements. \g &* - - o
The policy development process leading to each Assembly is a cornerstone of our Harry Meyers, Chairman, Reform Party of Canada

LEADER'S FORWARD

Building a New Canada

n the 1993 federal election, 2.5 million Canadians sent 52 *  persuading the government to allow freer votes in the House

Reformers to Parliament to begin building a New Canada based of Commons, votes which would allow MPs to be more

accountable and effective to their constituents.

to Canada’s chronic unity debate by
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on balanced budgets, public safety, accountable and responsive
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politicians, and equality for all provinces and people. This foundation e offering a real solution
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We believe that Canada’s identity
and vision for the future should be
rooted in and inspired by a fresh
appreciation of “our land” and the
supreme importance to our well-being
of exploring, developing, renewing,
and conserving our natural resources

and physical environment.

We believe that the people of Canada
are this country’s most valuable
resource, and that the nurture and
development of human knowledge,
skills, and relationships are the keys to
full participation in the knowledge-
based service economy of the 21st

century.

best achieved through the operations
of a responsible, broadly-based, free-
enterprise economy in which private
property, freedom of contract, and the
operations of free markets are encour-
aged and respected.

We believe that Canadians have'a
personal and collective responsibility
to care and provide for the basic needs
of people who are unable to care and
provide for themselves.

We believe in freedom of conscience
and religion, and the right of
Canadians to advocate, without fear
of intimidation or suppression, public
policies which reflect their most
deeply held values.

right to directly initiate legislation for
which substantial public support is
demonstrated.

We believe in the accountability of
elected'representatives to the people
who elect them, and that the duty of
elected members to their constituents
should supersede their obligations to
their political parties.

We believe that the legitimate role of
government is to do for people what-
ever they need to have done, but can-
not do at all — or do as well — for
themselves individually or through
non-governmental organizations.

in any way impair Canada’s national
sovereignty or cultural identity.

We believe that social programs which
are funded by individual contributions
should be organized on a financially
self-sustaining and actuarially sound
basis. Programs which are not funded
by individual contributions should be
reorganized to focus benefits on
Canadian households with incomes
below the national average.

We believe that Canada’s conduct in
international as well as domestic affairs
should be consistent with the princi-
ples of the Reform Party of Canada.

‘ ’C 7 e affirm our commitment to Canada as one nation and to our
vision of Canada as a balanced federation of equal provinces

and citizens.
A New and Better Canada

A.  The Reform Party has committed itself to the rebuilding of our national home
through the creation of a new and better Canada.

B.  This new and better Canada should be built on solid foundations including the foun-

2 BLUE SHEET

dation of equality for all provinces and citizens; the foundation of renewed democracy in our
political system; and the foundation of financial responsibility by governments.

C.  This new and better Canada should be united as a federation of equal provinces sup-
ported by a strong economy, protected by an effective and accountable criminal justice sys-
tem, sheltered by affordable social programs, preserved through the conservation of our envi-
ronment, enriched by a respect for our cultural diversity, and made strong through productive

relations with other peoples of the world.

D. In this new and better Canada, each province would be responsible for and have com-
plete jurisdiction over its own cultural and language policy.







