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BACKGROUND
The 2004 First Ministers' Meeting achieved agreement on a number of objectives
surrounding health care. Through an ongoing dialogue between governments, patients,
health care providers and Canadians more generally, a deep and broad consensus has
emerged on a shared agenda for renewal of health care in Canada. This agenda is
focused on ensuring that Canadians have access to the care they need, when they need
it.
Forernost on this agenda is the need to make timely accessto quality cares a reality for
ail Canadians. First Ministers remain committed to the dual objectives of better
management of wait times and the measurable reduction of wait times where these
times are longer than medically acceptable.
First Ministers also recognize that improving access to care and reducing wait times will
require cooperation among governments; the participation of h~alth care providers and
patients; and strategie investments in areas such as: increasing the supply of health
professionals (e.q. doctors, nurses and pharmacists); effective community-based
services, including home care; a pharmaceuticals strategy; effective health promotion
and disease prevention, and adequate financial resources.
Building on the renewal agenda set out by the First Ministers' meeting heId in February
2003 and the related investments, significant progress has been made and numerous
efforts are underway throughout Canada and across jurisdictions to make health care
more responsive and sustainable. First Ministers remain committed to achieving results,
recognizing that making health care sustainable and able to adapt to the ever-changing
needs of Canadianswill take time, sustained commitment and adequate resources.
First Ministers agree that access to timely care across Canada is our biggest concern
and a national priority. First Ministers have come together and agreed on an action plan
based on the following principles:
'.

universality, accessibility, portability, comprehensiveness,and public administration;

•

access to medically necessary health services based on need, not ability to pay;

•

reforms focused on the needs of patients to ensure that ail Canadians have access
to the health care services they need, when they need them;
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