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Focus Canada 2001-4 Omnibus Findings

Health Canada placed three omnibus questions on Environics Research's Focus Canada
national omnibus survey 2001-4. This telephone survey of 2,030 Canadians 18 years of
age and over was carried out by telephone between December 17, 2001 and January 6,
2002. Results to a survey of this size can be considered accurate to within plus or minus
2.2 percent, nineteen times out of twenty.
The results can be summarized as follows:
•

A large majority of Canadians (60%) say that the approach they prefer to health care
reform is one where ail the provinces participate in a national plan for health care
reform. Less than four in ten (38%) prefer an approach whereby each province
embarks on its own plan to meet its own needs. Two percent have no opinion.

•

Those most likely to prefer ail the provinces participating in a national plan include:
men (63%), those 45 years of age and over (65%), English-speakers (67%), and
residents of the Atlantic provinces (77%), Manitoba (73%) and Saskatchewan (70%).
Those least likely to favour this approach include: 18 to 29 year olds (51 %), Frenchspeakers (40%) and Albertans (52%).

•

Canadians were told that the Government of Canada has launched the Romanow
Commission on the future of health care in Canada and that it is scheduled to report a
year from now. Canadians were asked to rate on a scale of 1 to 7 their view of two
perspectives. A rating of "1" signifies total agreement that "we have been examining
the issue of health-care reform long enough and that we should implement major
reforms immediately". A rating of "T' signifies total agreement that ''the Romanow
Commission should have an opportunity to consult Canadians about health care
reforms and take the time to ensure we do things right."

•

On average, Canadians have a slight preference for taking the time to ensure that we
do things right with the overall score averaging 4.2. Ali in ail, 41 percent of Canadians
favour taking immediate action (i.e.: 1-3), 45 percent favour taking more time (i.e.: 5-7)
and 11 percent give a "4" rating and are right in the middle.

•

ln general those groups most likely to favour taking immediate action include: those
45 years of age and over, French-speakers, those with less than a high school
education and Ouebecers. Those most likely to favour giving the Romanow
Commission time to consult and taking the time to ensure that we get things right
include: 18 to 29 year olds and residents of the western provinces.

•

Less th an hait (46%) of Canadians think that the private sector's involvement in the
delivery of health care should be much (18%) or somewhat (28%) larger. Another 39
percent think that the private sector's involvement should remain the same as it is now
and 13 percent feel that it should be much (6%) or somewhat (7%) sm aller. Three
percent have no opinion.

•

Support for increased private sector involvement in health care is highest among
French-speakers (58%), those with high school educations or less (51 %), Ouebecers
(57%) and British Columbians (50%). Support for increased private sector
involvement in health care is lowest among those 60 years of age and over (42%),
English-speakers (41 %), union members (38%) and residents of Ontario (39%),
Saskatchewan (34%) and Alberta (35%).

