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· INTRODUCTION

Background
The Government of Canada's Federal Tobacco Control Strategy (FTCS) is championed
by many parties working collaboratively towards reducing and possibly eliminating,
tobacco use. Health Canada's Tobacco Control Programme (TCP) plays a leadership role
in irnplementing the Strategy. The Tobacco Control Programme is responsible for the
administration and enforcement of the Tobacco Act (1997) as weIl as developing the
policies and programmes needed to support the objectives of the FTCS.
The Tobacco Control Programme includes the Office of Research, Surveillance and
Evaluation which surveys, monitors and analyzestobacco use, its impacts upon the health
of Canadians, knowledge, attitudes and behaviour of Canadians, the economies of
tobacco and tobacco smoke chemistry. In addition, the Office directs research on
biomarkers oftobacco use and toxicology oftobacco.
According to the latest results from the Canadian Tobacco Use Monitoring Survey
(CTUMS), for data coIlected between February and December 2005, slightly fewer than
5 million Canadians aged 15 or older were current smokers. This represents 19% of the
population aged 15 and over. (A current smoker is defined as a daily smoker or non-·
daily smoker (also known as occasional smoker), as determined from the response to the
question "At the present time do you smoke cigarettes every day, occasionaIly, or not at
aIl?")
.
Fifteen percent (15%) of Canadians aged 25 or older reported smoking daily. The
'persistent smoker' segment is a sub-population of daily .smokers, representing about
13% of aIl smokers over the age of 26, or 16% of daily smokers. (There are about
507,570 Canadians over the age of 26 who are considered persistent smokers, and this
represents about 2% of the over 26 adult population.)
The persistent smoker is a daily smoker who expresses no interest in or intent to quit
smoking. The attitudes ofthis group are not weil understood.
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