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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

In February 2004, Health Canada retained Environics
Research Group Limited ta conduct survey research
among Saskatchewan residents aged 16 and older,
including smokers and non-smokers. This research
was designed to test residents' knowledge, attitudes
and behaviours on the issue of social sources of tobacco supply to underage youth, as input into a public awareness/communications campaign that is being
developed for the province. The survey will also serve
as a benchmark against which ro measure the success
of an awareness campaign.

The topics addressed in the survey therefore include:

The survey was conducted to provide insighrs into the
phenomenon of underage youth access to tobacco products; specifical1y,whai: are the social sources of supply
(friends, relatives, etc.) of these products. Saskatchewan
is a province with a unique situation in this respect. The
incidence of youth smoking is high (29% of youth aged
15-19 smoke '), yet retailers in urban settings appear to
be complying with legislation prohibiting them from
selling their product to youth. An important source of
their tobacco products are friends, relatives and other
social networks.

This report describes the findings of the survey and
discusses them with regard to smokers, non-smokers
and other sub-populations within the sample. It should
be noted that not all of the differences described may
be statistically significant.

Environics Research Group surveyed 1,000 Saskatchewan residents aged 16 and older. This included a main
sample of800 and an oversample of200 smokers. The
results reported in this report are weighted ta reflect
the views of the general population. These interviews
were conducted by telephone between March 12 and
20,2004. The margin of error for a sample of 1,000 is
plus or minus 3.1 percentage points, 19 times in 20. In
total, 404 smokers were surveyed. The margin of error
for a sample of 404 is plus or minus 4.9 percentage
points, 19 times in 20.
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• Awareness of underage youth obtaining cigarettes
• Perceived sources of supply
• Attitudes toward providing underage youth with
cigarettes
• Reported behaviour regarding underage youth and
cigarettes
• Knowledge of legislation
• Recall of ads or messages about providing cigarettes
to underage yourh

The key findings of the survey are as fol1ows:
Six in ten Saskatchewan residents (62%) report having
seen, read or heard about the topic of underage youth
obtaining cigarettes or ether tobacco products over
the past six months.
Wh en asked to think about their community, a total
of 63 percent of Saskatchewan residents think ir is
very (32%) or somewhat (31%) easy for underage
youth to obtain cigarettes. Three in ten think it is
very (9%) or somewhat 09%) hard. Eight percent
offer no opinion.
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