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Y - THE WAY WE WZIT TO GROW

"Ivfeel: that the .-pgople of this Provinge
are ready, indeed eager for the chance to
demonstrate that they can pull their own
weight in this great Confederation of ours
and ﬁhat, together, we ‘can build a province
which wé‘can bequeath to our children with

the pride that comes of a job well done."

Brian Peckford -~ St. Jdohn's

May 16, 1979

iz

Newfoundland and Labrador stand on the threshold of events that
will shape our soccial and economic future for generations to
come. The prospect of large_scale'developments in.off-shore o0il
and gas, fisheries, and hydro electric power poses a challenge
to both our public and private institutions such as we nave

never erperienced in our history.

The key to meeting this challenge will be -a strong provincial
government determined to manage the development of our wvas
resources and dedicated to preserving the rights and protecting

the future of our Province and all its people - a government
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led by Brian Peckord offering sclid new leadership for theb
future. This is Brian Peckfo: 1's program to achieve these

goals.
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A FRAMEWORIT FOR GROWTH

"Our aspirations as a people are rccted in

an age-old dream, the dream of a strong;

equal society in this part of Canada. This
is a dream that has for so long escaped us.

Now it appears within our grasp."

. Strong Government ' : ) j

A strong provincial government is essential to the preservation

of our heritage and our position as an equal partner in Confederation.

While the Liberals held power in Ottawa, we had to fight to protect

cur rights. With Progressive Conservative Governments both in

Ottawa and in our Province we can now ensure that our position as an
ial partner in Confederation is both preserved and strengtheﬁed. il
The new federal Government offers us the oppcrtunity to improve

our effectiveness in Federal-Provincial negotiations.b The
Peckford Government is ready to move to make the new government

in Ottawa aware of our special concerns on matters such as fisheries

jurisdiction, tariff policy and off-shore mineral rights.

. Individual :Enterprise

A government lead by Brian Peckford will be committed to ensuring

fair measure of economi¢ security for all individuals in cur
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society. At the same time, Brisa Peckford and his colleagues

are sensitive to the growing concern about "tco much government"
which can inhibit and destroy individual initiative and enterprise.
The role of a Peckford government will be to create an economic
climate that offers the opportunity both for economic.security and
for economic growth - a climate in which the aspiratioﬁs ot ‘all

our people can be achieved with a minimum of government interference.

. Growth & Development

A government led by Brian Peckford will ensure that our vast
untapped natural resources and developed for the benefit oF ald
the people of Newfoundland and Labrador. We know that this may
scmetimes mean confrontation with powerful forces from outside
the province. Brian Peckford believes that confrontaticn is a
measure of last resort - to be avoided if possible but not to
be feared. As Minister of Mines and Energy he fought for tough
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new regulations governing off-shore petroleum development,
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regulations that will control the rate of development an

the rights of our people. He has demonstrated the strength that

fol]

is required to stand up for Newfoundland and Labrador and to

fignt effectively to protect the economic interests of our

\Q

These are the principles that form the basis for the solid new

leadership that Brian Peckford and his colleagues offer now.




A STRONG AND PROSPEROUS ECONOMY

"We owe to our people, and above all to our
youth, a healthy and strong economy, broadly
based, built as much upon our traditional

skills as upon new industries."

The Peckford government is committed to creéting é climate for
development that will encourage new investment, increase employment
opportunities and provide the kind of strong economic base from
which our social programs can be supported. But too often in

the past development has meantc the creation cf jobs for which

Newfoundlanders have not been well preparsd. Brian Peckford

o
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ieves that development must mean a gocd deal more. A
program for development must also embrace the develcpment of
ocourselves, our skills, our human resources, and beyond this cur

potential.

[

social ancé-culturas

L Feckferd government will undertake a wide range of new

initiatives to achieve this goal.

A New Economic Council

The Peckford government will establish a new, high level Economic

Council with a mandate to provide independent economic advice t




government. The Council, éompseﬂ of ten members, will be

chosen so as to,ensure broad repreéentation of economic and
geographical interests - small business as well as big business,
labour as well as management, and other special interest groups
will all be represented. 'While 1ks mgmbers will serve'on a
voluntary-bésis,'the Council will “have -full time-economic stéff.
This kind of strong independent advice will be important to the
government in formulating econoﬁic policy in the challenging

times that lie ahead.

. 2 New Department of Development

The jold Department'of Industrial Developmen£ will be replaced
by & Department of Development with a new and broader mandate.
The new Department will work closely with the Department of

ural Development in implementing an ali-embracing development

strategy for Newfoundland and Labracor.

. No Tax Increases

e Peckford government has given a firm commitment to hold the

=
=

line on provincial taxation. - This policy will apply to provincial

sales tax, personal income tax and corporation taxes on small

£ business witich will not be increased bevond current levels during

the term of a new Peckford government.
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A Five-Year Program for 40,50 New Jobs

Creating new jobs for the peopl® of Newfoundland and Labrador

will be the number one priority for a Peckford government.

Brian Peckford and his colleagues are committed to the creation
of & minimum of 40,500 new jobs in the next five years.
Agriculture, fisheries, the forest industry, mining( manufécturing
and construction will ‘grow ' 'freomia: totdl ef 44,020 ;jobs :im 1978

to a total of 61,122 in 1983. Hydrc-electric development, tourism
and government and crown agencies will grow from 121,980 in 1978
to 145,400 bringing the total to 40,522 new jobs by 1983.

The newly announced Provincial Home Owneréhip Assistance Program

will produce an additional 28C0 new jobs in 1979.

In addition, the long-hoped for reactivation of the Come-by-Chance
refinery would add another 300 jobs to this total and the early
development of off-shore o0il and gas would produce substantial

adciticnal employment.

. Develop Untapped Hydro-Electric Power

Trhe Peckford government is committed to developing the full

1wyéro-electric potential of Newfoundland. We have embarked on a
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jor experimental program aimed at the development of many o

maining small=and mediunt-sized-'sites in the Province.
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Re—-Open the Upper Churchill Contract

A renewed effort will be made to re-open the Upper Churchill

centract particularly with respect to its pricing provisicns. A
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Peckford government will employ all available legal avenues

in pursuit of this objective.

. Develop the waer Churchill Sites

The Lower Churchill Development Corporation will be encouraged
to proceed immediately>to develop elither the Gull Island or the
Muskrat Falls site. A Peckford government will ensure that
priorityis givéﬁ to power users in the Province with any
surplus power being sold elsewhere at fair market value, on
terms that make 1t recallable on short notice for use in the
province. All these efforts will be closely tied to the
establishment of a year round port in the Lake Melville area

of Labrader.

Enforce the Off-Shore 0il & Gas Regualtions
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The Newfoundland and Labrador Petroleum Regulations, enacted

A1
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unccr Brian Peekford, as Minister oF 1es and Energy, will b

strictly enforced. They set out the terms and conditions under
which development will occur off our coast to ensure that local

people get training and jobs, that local business gets the

maximum opportunity to participate and that the fisheries arec

-

protected.  The existing commitment to publiec hearings at Ehe

critical stages of development will be strictly maintained.
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. Incentives for Local Business

An incentive program involwving .ow interest loans as well as other
measures will bevimplemented to assist local firms that want to get
into the off-shore industry and the public service will be expanded
on a selective basis to provide the specialized skills that will

enable us to deal with the challenge of off-shore o1l and gas.

.

. A Fair Price for Fishermen

o
o

cr

A Peckford government will make it wvery clear both to Ottawa

to all Canadians that we have a special economic interest in the

fishery resources off the waters adjacent to our Province, ard

that we want to have a substantial say in fisherilies management.

The outgoing Liberal government in Ottawa never recongised the
importance of our fisheries industry. Its ten-year reccrd is a

history of mismanagement, procrastination and indifference. With

-5

a new Progressive Conservative government in Ottawa we can expect

n

both real concern and meaningful consultation. A Peckford

Government will negotiate for authority to guarantee fishermen a
fair -price for their fish. With the co-operation of the new rederal

Government, a Peckford government will move forward on the

Ehat govesmment wregulalil onsid s restr ioteds tey the pulnamse Nocus3any

for the preservation of the stock, that there is a strong local

[ o
O
)

. =]
Whner=opgracea

L

input intc the management of certain species, tha
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boats are encouraged, and that our basic fisherie

abilities are strengthened. Ereacdiion, b ehe  Peckfprd
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covernment will work for the extension of the 200-mile 1iim
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. Construction of Processing Plznts in! Labrador ‘and
Expansion of the Lumber Industry on the Island
It will be vital to ensure a stable supply of wood to the three

exlsting paper mills, but a Peckford government will also pursue H

Q

a major expansion of the forest industry in the Lake Melville area.
We must alsoc work to expand and improve the lumber industry on
the Island and to expand our forestry research capability. The

Peckford covernment has already implemented an intensive program

of reforectation: ~ 1

. Self-Sufficiency in ‘Root Crops - Improved Livestock Populations

for self-sufficieney in root crops and-a signhificant

U]
befa
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We must
Lmprovement in .our livestock populations. A Peckford government
will pursue these objectives through the encouragement cof private
sector processing and marketing groups, increased assistance for
the expansion of cultivatéd'acreage, and improvements in the level
of field services available to farmers such’as techniceal ana li

veterinarlian assistance.

1"

. A "See Newfoundland and Labrador First" Program

A new procram will encourage our own people, especially those
who l13wve "in'our cities, to spend their wvacakions travelling
in the Province. 1In addition, the tourist industry will be
expaned through assistance to the private sector, improved
standarcs' for restaurants,  and other: travel facilities . along

our major highways, and a strong campaign to make the many
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attractioné ovaewfoundlahd and Labrador better known throughout

the whole of North America;' In addition, a special program will i
be implemented for tourism in Labrador aﬁd particular attention ‘ i
will be given to controlling the fly-in hunting and fishing

activities currently operating out of the Province of Quebec.

. 2 Full Review of Mineral Concessions and Occupational i
Safety. Bha |

rdepartmental

v

The Peckford government has established an intce

committee to review all existing mineral concessions in detail. i

h

The seme kind of standards that are now applied to off-shcre

(=]

0il and gas will be applied to mineral concessions to ensure that

he maximum benefit is obtained for the people of the province. ol

. Stable Employment and Improved Job Treining in Constructiorn

Unemplovment in the construction industry has been a wvexirng
problem. Fortunately many of the new @reas of rosource

evelopment will uttililze the skills of our constructieon worklforcuo.

0.

A Peckford government will move to eliminate the chronic problem
of bocom and bust in the construction industry through better

lizison both with industry and labour and by improving cur
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capability to forecast future erployment and training needs

in the construction industry.

. A Working Partnership with Labour

‘ProvinCLal Labour Legislation has been completely reviewed and
revamped during the paét three years. The Peckford’ government
has increased the provincial minimum wage to $2.80 per hour.
The minimum wage 1S now under further review by a committee
cocmposed cf representatives from business, labour and
government and the results of this review will be announced

wikhin six months.

kb e AR SRS o - .
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A FAIR AND COMPAI-5IONATE SOCIETY

"As we succeed in strengthening our economy,

we 'can then embark on the many.much~needed
improvements in our social programs that

for too long we have had to defer - improvements
in educational and vocational training, in
health care, in housing, in day care, and

in recreational facilifies. And we can make
these services available equally to.all the

people of the Province”.

Ih

Brian Peckford and his colleagues stand for the principle of

equal access to public services and equal cpportunity

)

iL

throughout the province. The Peckford government has proposed

a iety of measures to achieve these objectives.
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A Procram of Opportunity fer- 21l

Brian Peckford believes that people should not feel forced to

move into the cities of our province to obtain better government
services than thosec available in the places where they live.

A Peckforé govermment 1s committed to implementing ‘an '5pportanity
for all" program with the aim of ensuring that public services

are made available on an equal basis throughcut the province -

to pecpie living in rural Newfoundland and Labrador as well as to

those in the cities. Fair-and objective standards will be




developed to measure the level < f public services now provided
and public expenditure will be -edirected to ensure that better

services are provided in those creas where the need is greatest.

An Equal Standard of Health Services

There must be a thorough review of the potential for savings

in the area of health care costs, but a Peck ford government 1is
committed to the improvement and expansiqn of health care
facilities in those areas where needed facilities do not exis

A Peckford government would zlso place new emphasis on a strong

preventative program involving both nutrition and physical fitness.

. A Provincial Home Ownership Assistance Program
The Peckford Government has announced a new "Provincial Home
Owvnership Assistance Program" aimed at helping Newfoundlanders

Labradorians buy new howes. The program will be available

Q..

an
to individuals and to families whose combined family income does
not exceed $20,000 and will provide a grant up to a maximum of

t of a downpayment on a new

1

$1500 which may be used either as psz

home or may be paid over a two-year period to assist in meeting

mortgage payments in the initial period of home ownership.
Thetfamount of .thergrant will dependron the level of family income.
Families and individuals earning $10,000 or less will ke

eligible for the full $1500. And those with incomes between
S10;,000 and$20,000 will be eligible for reduced, amounts. Those

with incomes of $15,000 or "less will be eligible to have the
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"grant paid over a period of two years to assist in meeting

mortgaée payments in the initia’! period of home ownership.

This new program will help to produce about 1400 new hcusing

starts in Newfoundland and Labradcr over the next year - an increase

in the order of 30 per cent. In additicn, this new program will

create 2800 new jobs in Newfoundland and Labrador. This plan,
coupied with the new federal government's plan. for mortgage

and property tax deductability, will give a substantial boost to

the ‘constructien-indestry in:;our.Province:

. A New Crown Lands Policy

The Peckford Government has announced amendments to the existing

FocCess1ng

o}

lands legislation that will improve the system of

applications and shorten the time required. Routine applications

'_l

will no longer reguire the approval of Cabinet and a new policy

v

now provides the option of applyving for a grant persuant to
residential lease. = Present and future fifty year residential

=

leasehoclders will now have the option of ei

+

her continmwing the
leese at the annual rental of $25.00 or of converting the lease
to a grant. The new policy also provides the!'opkion of applying

for a grant persuant to a five-year residentizl or agricultural leas

+ ~Rublic Scrvice Programs - for People

A vastly improved program of day care facilities will be an

important priority as we move into the 1980's. A Peckford
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government will implement a vigorous program to ensure that our
province is not 'left behind in tihe provision'of this important
social service. New licensing standards ﬁave been implemented,
start-up and operating funds will be made available, and staff
training programs will be provided so that day care facilities

-may be established where they are needed in our Province.

Under -2 Peckford government the provincial highways program will
ensure that secondary roads in sparcely—popuiated areas of the
province will get top priority particularly where they are linked

tc primary processing facilities.

Our provincial recreational facilities will be egquipped so
that they are able to serve the disabled and the physically

handicapped.

» Educatien

Our school curriculum is in need of review and improvement.

an Peckford believes that in addition to providing the

w
a
P_J

skills that will equip young people for employment in our growing

resource 1industries, our educational procgrams must increasingly

tradifrons and our heritage. & Deckbtord govornmenk will also

v emphasis or the special problems of students with

o
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learning disabilities.  The program of capital assistance

for schocl construction will be reviewed in detail.
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. Women's Rights & Family Law R:form

Brian Peckford and his colleaguss are‘committed to: the
achiesvement of equal rights for women in law, 1n society and

-in the workplace. The Peckford government has already initiated
avpfogram of positive action in relation to employment in
Administrative Boards, Crown Corpoxrations, and: the public —
service. The Peckford Government has also proposed new
legislation for family iaw reform that deals specifically

with the law relating to matrimonial property.
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A BETTER WAY OF LIFE

"Sound economic management and progre
social policy are the traditional pre
of government and some might be conte

stop there and to call it guits. Yet

ssive
serves
net to

there

is another dimension beyond this, harder to

put a price on, more difficult to quantify

but so central to our sense of self a

nd to

our happiness that for me it is impos

si1ble tao

ignore —— our culture, -our heritage,

and the

beauty of our natural environment".

. 2 Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council

Je are growing increasingly aware of the need to
rich heritage, to keep it élive andwthryving. A
government will make this a major commitment. A
ané Labrador Arts Council will be established to
private contributions as well as by government.

of the Arts Council will be to provide advice on

preserve our

Peckford

Newfoundland

arts palic

Y

to the government and also to take a direct role

1n encoura

ing

the arts throughout the province inciliuding such

dIfeasS e

Ui

traditional music, dance, and folk arts as well as painting,

o+



writing, drama and the like. The Peckford government is committed

to a major expansion in the furding for both the Newfoundland
Museum and the Newfoundland Archives as well as the smaller

ccal museums arou rovince.
1 i ound the Prox e

A Balanced Policy for Environmental Protection

The beauty of our natural environment is one of our most precious
assets as a Province. A Peckford government will ensure that

the guality of cur natural environment 1is preserved and protected,
however Brian Peckford believes that environmental protection

and econcmic development can go hand in Band. Sound envircnmental
policy need not stifle economic deveiopment-_ The Péckford
government has introduced a new Environmental Assessment Act that
wWill consolidate provincial envirénmental legislation, streamline

the regulatory process and eliminate needless red tape.

4 number of other areas will receive the immediate attention

=

of a Peckford government. Working with the new Federal
government in Ottawa, we will endeavour to more clearly define
the separate roles of the province and the Federal government in
environmegtal protection and will ensure that Federal and

Provineclral ‘agencies co-gperate 1inh the co-ordinatien of ‘their

activities.

There will be more consultation with local interest

t
Q
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like the Labrador Inuit Association; on environmental

concerns in each area of the province. We will easure that
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wildlife populations are allowecd to increase to an extent
consistent with sound wildlife management. There will be more
consultation on the local level in relation to the setting of

closed seasons and bag limits.
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A NEW APPROACE TO GOVERNMENT

"I think the time has come for government
to look more closély at itself, to put its
own house in order, to demand more of its
elected members, mcocre of its civil service
and in some instances, perhaps less of its

citizens.

The achievement of our goals as a Province in the 1980's will
reguire a fresh new approach to government. We are going to

need the kind of strong, competent, energetic leadership that is

‘0ffered now by Brian Peckford. There are a number of areas where

this kind efiileadership will be vital to.oeur future.

.

. The Right to Equal Partnership in Federal-Provincizal Relations

important priorities will be to participate
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more effectively in the process of Federal-Provincial negotiation
and constitutional reform. A Peckford government will not approach
the constituticnal bargaining table as a supplicant.

bargain hard for the powers necessary to allow us to move forward

as an equal

o)

artner in Confederation - powers in relation to
fisheries and off-shore oil that were consistently denied to us

by the Liberals in Ottawa.
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The new Federal Government will enable us to build a climate
of co-operation in Canada, a climate in which the Federal
Government will work in partnership with all the provinces to

accomplish common goals.

. Local Government & Decentralization

Brian Peckford believes that gcvernment must be close to the
people that it serves. A Peckford government is committed to

strengthening municipal government throughout the province.

We will also carefully review the opportunities for decentralization

in relation to any new provincial agencies or public institutions.

. ' Provincial Government & Political Reform

A Peckford Government will reform the rules of the House of
Assembly and provide for an effective Committee System to review
legislation. Brian Peckford has propcsed new legislation to
provide a system of funding for provincial elections to make our
electoral system more open and democratic. A Peckford government

will ensure that administrative decisions affecting individual

rights will be subject to judicial review. The efficiency
and productivity of the provincial public service will continue

to be improved.



. Labrador - A Special Policy

Labrador will receive high priority from a Government led by
Brian Peckford. . Labrador has a number of unigue problems that

must be addressed through special programs.

Under the "Opportunity for All" Program residents of Coastal
Labrador in particular,will benefit greatly from improved
social pengrams and public services. : The need to "catch up"

in the standard of public services provided in Labrador will

The Feckfcrd Government is determined to see thaet natural
rescurce developmernt in Labrador will lead to natural resource
processing in that part of the Province. ' The concept ot A

Port Labracdor" is the key to many such opportunities.

ueh

n

& Peckford goveromenti wilil ‘continue to ‘consult cleosely with

local crganizaticns as the Labrador Resources Advisory Council,

radcr Inuit Association, the Naskaupi Mcntagnais
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Association, the Labrader North Chamber of Commerce an
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the
Conmbined 'Ceenéilsi'of TL.abradex. In addition, .the services of- - the

provincial government will be increasingly regionalized with ths

cationloftprovincialoffices. to.the Goose Bay, area.

0

relk
I'scivital Ehatla justuandawerkable

th' the native peoples of Labrador. Brian Peckiord is
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fident that such & settlement ean beg fouvadé which wil

rovide a positive framework for natu:
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LEADERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE

Brian Peckford is uniquely qualified to provide the kind of
ieadership we need now. His commitment to our Province began
before he graduated from Lewisporte High School when he went
to wor% for the Department of Social Services, ai joebs that- took

him into scores of towns and villages all across. the Province,
g

him a first hand understandi ng cf the problems and

D

needs eof the people in our smaller centers. After graduating from

University, he spent five years teaching English at Grant Collegiate

Springdale. Then in 1972 he was elected for the first time

(=D
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¢: House of Assembly by the people of Green Bay. In 1973

e was named Special Assistant to the Premier; in 1874 Minister

of Municipal Affairs and Housing; in 1976 Minister of Mines and
Energy and in 1978 Minister of Rural Development as well.  In

v to lead the

of

Ea:ﬁb of this year he was selected by his par
Government as our third Premier since Confederation. Now Brian
Peckford seeks your support in one of the most important
eléctions in the history of our Province. He has pledged =
government determined to manage the development of

resources and dedicated to preserving the rights and protecting

“
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the future orf our.-Prevince: and
just begun to move our Province forward - he now asks for the
charice to finish what he has begun.

TOBWARD WITH PECKFGRD- ON JUNE . 18 ELECT A PECEKFORD GCOVERNMENT
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