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As this is the first opportunity I have had to
speak to you since the provincial election was
announced last week, I feel sure that you would
wish me to place before you some of the things
which we will do when the Progressive Conserva-
tive Party is called upon to form a Government.
Before I do that, however, I wish to refer very
briefly to statements which I have read in the
reports of some speeches in the past few days.

It is said by men who know very much better
that neither I nor the Party which I have the
honour to lead have offered any constructive pro-
posals but have at all times merely been destruc-
tive critics. I think I need hardly remind you that
since I became a member of the Provincial
Parliament four years ago I have introduced
resolution after resolution calling for better organ-
ization of our food production, better labour legis-
lation, more efficient control of our forest re-
sources, greater assistance to our mining indus-
try, and proper treatment of the veterans of the
last war and those now on active service. At the
time at my disposal tonight it is not possible for
me to review the many constructive and extremely
valuable suggestions which have been placed be-
fore the Legislature by the members of the
Opposition since the outbreak of the war. The
truth is that nearly every one of the points in-
cluded in the programme which I will read to you
in a few minutes has already been placed before
the Ontario Legislature by resolution. In each
case they were voted down by the Government
and its supporters.

But I am not suggesting that I have not been
critical. When there is ground for criticisnr it is
the duty of the Opposition to criticize. What our
governments in Canada need today is not less
criticism but more criticism of their many weak-
nesses. May I recall these words of that great
leader among free men, Winston Churchill. He
has defined the place of criticism under our
democratic system so clearly that I wish to quote
his words:

“We do not resent the well-meant criticism of
any man who wishes to win the war. We do not
shrink from fair criticism, and that is the most
dangerous of all. On the contrary, we take it

earnestly to heart and ‘seek to “profit by it. Crit-
icism in the body politic is fike pain fn the haman
body. It is mot pleasant, but where would the
body be without it? No health or sefisibifity would
be possible without continued correctrves and
warnings-ef pain.

“It is in this fear of criticism that dzctatorshxps
run their great risk. They silénce all criticism
by the concentration cimp, the rubber trunchéon,
or the firing party. Tht!§ the men at the fop must
very often only be fed with the facts which are
palatablée to them. 'Scandals, -eorruption, and
short-comings arenot exposed, bécause there are
no independent voices. Instead of being exposed,
they continue to fester behind the pompous front-
age of the State.” -

Those are the words of Mr. Churchill. Let them
be the answer to those who try to hide their
failures and wiongdoings behind the easy arg'u-
ment that all eriticism is destructivé..

Yes, I have criticized very vigorously on &
number of occasions. Strangely énough, however,
I recall that it is not so long ago that it was sdid
that I was not sufficiently critical of the present
Government because I had to a considerable
extent observed a polifical truce on all but funda-
mental issues: during the war. I have, however,
criticized the weakresses and worse of the present
Government. But now that Goveérnment has been
dissolved. A snap eléction has been called at a
most difficult time of year for most of our people.
Doubtless it was hoped that the Opposition would
not have time-to place its case before you. How-
ever it is the future with which all of us are now
concerned. That' future can be very bright or
the very opposite, depending upon the character
of -the governments we have in Canada during
the most &¥itical years we will ever know. -

‘This is the'thost important election in Ontario
since Canada became a nation. The government
you c’hoose on August 4th is almost certain to
be responsxble for meeting the tremendous prob~
lems which will arise during the perjod of read-
justment immediately after the war. And most
impertant of all, they will be ¢alled upon to pros
vide work at decent wages for all those splendid




young men and women who are now fighting for
everything that we hold dear. When you cast
your ballot in this election you will not be determ-
ining 8o much the fate of any candidate or of any
political party, but rather you will to a great
extent be determining the fate of those whose
personal sacrifice has preserved for us the right
to live as free people. When you mark your ballot
you may well ask yourself what plans this gov-
ernment has made during four years of war for
the welfare and future security of those gallant
boys and girls whose faces are so clearly in your
minds every hour of the day. Neither personal
friendships nor old political affiliations can be
balanced against that all important fact.

The men and women now in uniform have a
right to expect that a Government will be chosen
which will put into effect vigorous and progressive
measures to make Ontario strong and create new
opportunities for employment so that the mem-
bers of our armed forces who are demobilized and
the munition makers who must seek other work,
will be able to find steady jobs.

I believe that it is the duty of every voter in
Ontario to take a keen interest in this election.
The time is short and I do take the liberty of
urging each one of you to acquaint yourselves
with the issueg and then to cast your ballot for
the candidate of the Party which you believe can
best serve Ontario in the critical days which lie
ahead.

Now may I tell you where the Progressive
Conservative Party stands in this election: I
think I can do that best by reading to you our
programme. It is of necessily no more than a
summary of what we propose to do. I ask you
to bear that in mind. On other occasions between
now and the date of the election I will discuss the
various points in detail. This is our programme.
I will read it to you.

The programme which the Progressive Con-
servative Party in Ontario undertakes to put into
_effect is based upon the conviction that under a
strong government the vast resources and pro-
ducing capacity of this Province can assure em-
ployment and good wages for all who will work
and security for those who find themselves unable
to work because of sickness, unemployment,
physical disability or old age. It is based also
upon the belief that the spiritual and material
welfare of our people, now and in the future,
can be best assured under British democratic
institutions and within the British partnership.

TWENTY-TWO POINT
PROGRAMME

The Progressive Conservative Party undertakes
to put the following programme into effect in the
Province of Ontario:

1. We will maintain British institutions and
strengthen the British partnership by every
means within the constitutional power of the
Government of Ontario.

2. We will at all times work in effective co-
operation with the Dominion Government and
with all other governing bodies in Canada in all
activities which will assist in the prosecution of
the war to a successful conclusion, and in estab-
lishing a sound basis of social security, health
insurance and protection in their old age for all
our people. At the same time we will insist that
the constitutional rights of the people of Ontario
be preserved and that the Government of Ontario
gxercise full control of its own provincial affairs.

i/ 3. The farms; the factories; the mines; the
forests; and personal services which constitute
the five major groups of employment will be sup-
ported by appropriate legislation in their efforts

Wﬁw, In every
€l employment individual initiative will be
encouraged and hard work rewarded by reducing
taxes and removing bureaucratic restrictions.

4. Farming will be organized in every county
under committees of outstanding farmers who
will be given authority to plan production, and
regulate the procesging and distribution of their
output. Cheese boards, creameries, milk dis-
tributors, central produce markets, and other
marketing organizations will be under the super-
vision of outstanding farmers in each line of
production.

WILL TAKE OVER STOCK YARDS

Stock yards- will be taken over by the Govern-
ment and operated as a publicly-6wned enterprise
so that speculation and manipulation may be
stopped and fair prices assured.

A conference will be called immediately of lead-

ing farmers from the whole Province to assist in
drafting effective plans for the organization of

food production.

‘/O(;‘ Legislation will be introduced assuring the
workers and employers of this Province the fairest
and most advanced laws governing labour rela-

M

tions following an enquiry to be undertaken im-

Thediately by a committee of at least 15 members

to be known as the Ontario Labour Relations
Committee upon which there will be equal repre-
sentation of labour, employers, and the general
public. Recognizing at the outset the right to
proper and enforcible legislation regarding col-
lective bargaining, this Committee will be asked
to examine the laws dealing with labour relations
in other countries and draft for Ontario an act
which will establish that basis of justice, co-
operation and responsibility which is so necessary
for the welfare and security of all our people.

6. The mining industry will be assisted in
every way possible and placed under the direction
of a Minister with practical knowledge of mining.
The tax burden will be lightened and there will be
a more equitable distribution of the tax between
the different taxing bodies. A larger share of the
taxes will go to the provincial and municipal
treasuries. All restrictive measures which deny
prospectors and others the inducement to find and
develop new mining properties will be repealed
and every encouragement will be given to geolo-
gists and prospectors to discover new mineral
areas. Every practical measure possible will be
adopted to expand this great basic industry so
that it may offer the widest opportunities for
employment when our armed forces are demobil-

LONG-TERM FOREST POLICY

7. Our vast forest resources, which under
proper administration are capable of creating em-
ployment for hundreds of thousands of new
workers, will be placed under the control of an
Ontario Forest Resources Commission which will
operate under long term policies of conservation,
reforestation, and soil control. Immediately after
its formation it will review all existing contracts
and will cancel those which have disposed of great
areas of forest resources without proper consid-
eration.

8. An Ontario Housing Commission will be
created to plan a great housin, 0, me
throughout the whole Province for the purpose

of creating employment in the period of readjust-

ment and at the same time bring to an end the
unsatisfactory housing conditions in many parts
of Ontario.

SCHOOL TAXES TO BE CUT

9. There will be a sweeping revision of our
whole system of real estate taxation so that the

owning and improvement of homes and farm land,
which are the very foundation of our society, will
not be discouraged by excessive taxation. As an
initial step in that direction the Provincial Gov-
ernment will assume at least 50% of the school
taxes now charged against real estate. It is how-
ever to be clearly understood that this change will

ot affect the authority of the local school boards.

10. Our educational system will be completely
revised so that every child in this Province will
have an opportunity to be educated to the full
Gt el ety i

ey live or what the circumstances of
their parents may be. Vocational training will be
made a much more important part of the school
work so that children may be prepared to earn a
living by practical vocational instruction. The
important place of our teachers in each community
will be fully recognized.

11. Steps will be taken to assure that every
child is given the greatest possible opportunity
to face life with a healthy body and mind. Health
measures will be established so that medical,
‘dental and other health protection will be avail-
able to all.

12. Steps will be taken immediately to prepare

plans for great public und: which will
create emplo; e period of readjustment
immediately after the war.

TO REVAMP HYDRO

13. The Hydro-Electric Power Commission
will be removed from political control. Recogniz-
ing that the publicly owned Hydro-Electric re-
sources of this Province belong to all our people,
there will be an immediate adjustment of the
rates for electric energy upon a just and equitable
basis. The service charge in rural areas will be
removed. Power will be extended to farms with
full recognition of the fact that food production
in war is hardly less essential to our success than
the military effort.

14. Plans will be made for land reclamation
throughout the Province so that all areas which
can be brought into production will be fully de-
veloped. These plans will be drafted immediately
but the actual development of most of the areas
will be deferred so that they can be placed under
Veterans’ organizations in the period of readjust-
ment. This will open wide opportunities for im-
mediate employment when the war is over and
will also offer to veterans and their families the




chance to settle in organized groups in areas
where their economic security can be assured.

15. Taxation will be reduced and efficiency of
government increased by the elimination of all
provincial departments and services which dupli-
cate those of the Dominion Government and are
not necessary for the purposes of preserving
fundamental constitutional rights.

16. An efficient and permanent civil service
system will immediately be put into effect which
will protect civil servants from political dismissal
or interference, thus increasing administrative
efficiency by giving to all civil servants a greater
sense of security and pride in their work.

17. All legislation will be repealed which
denies any individual the right to defend his per-
son and property before the courts.

OLD AGE PENSIONS

18. There will be an immediate increase in
mothers’ allowances and old age pensions in keep-
ing with the increased cost of living. There will
be an immediate repeal of the shameful provision
that old people who have a home of their own,
which they have established by their savings
throughout long years, must dispose of that home
before they will be granted the very limited allow-
ances which they are entitled to receive. In future
the old people who have played their part so well
in making this great Province what it is today
must not be forced to mortgage their homes before
they can receive their small pensions.

19. Adequate supplies at reasonable prices of
fuel, milk and other basic necessities will be as-
sured by effective organization and administrative
control. Representatives of Iabour, veterans’
organizations, and the consuming public will be
appointed to all boards dealing with these matters.

20. Men and women who have served in the
armed forces will be assured priority in the public
service and protection in their employment.

21. During the war those who are in military
service will be given legal protection against the
economic consequences of their service. In all
cases where the ability of those in military service
and their dependents to meet their financial obliga-
tions have been materially reduced by such ser-
vice, effective legal protection will be given against
seizure of property for arrears of taxes, forfeiture
of instalment contracts, cancellation of life insur-
ance policies up to $10,000, judgments or other

legal proceedings for debts incurred before enter-
ing military service, and other embarrassing fin-
ancial obligations. These provisions however will
be subject to the express condition that those able
to pay will not be permitted to evade their obliga-
tions by this device, and that just protection will
be assured to creditors under simple and effective
procedure before the court. This does not provide
for cancellation of obligations but merely defer-
ment with justice to all concerned.

22. A Rehabilitation and Social Security Com-
itee will be appointed immediately with instruc-
tions to draft plans which will assure social
security for all our people, and also provide for

] Jn SOCIAL SECURITY PLAN

the rehabilitation and employment of the mem-

bers of our armed forces and munition worke:
after the war, :

That is our programme. It does not deal with
questions of administrative detail, such as the
administration of justice, juvenile delinquency,
liguor control, highway construction, provincial
finances, or a number of other matters which
have to do with the enforcement and interpreta-
tion of existing laws. I will discuss such subjects
at another time.

I pledge myself, as Leader of the Progressive
Conservative Party in Ontario, to carry out each
of the proposals contained in this programme
when you entrust us with the power to do so.
Each of them is practical. Each is based upon
careful examination of the facts. May I ask you
to examine this programme in detail and if you
agree that it would be good for the people of
Ontario to have these proposals put into operation,
then I urge you to support the Progressive Con-
servative candidate in your riding.

Other programmes will be placed before you.
The Socialists have theirs and I have no doubt
that the Liberal Party will announce that there
are a number of things which they think should
be done.

When you read the Socialist programme I do
suggest that you ask yourself these questions.
What will happen to your savings in the form of
insurance, government bonds, or bank accounts
if the industries whose securities create the value
behind those insurance policies, bonds and bank
accounts, are taken over as they have promised to
do if they come to power? Are you satisfied to
have more government officials, more interference
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with your personal affairs, more forms to fill out,
and more taxes to pay? That will certainly happen
if the socialists ever have the chance to carry out
the promises they have made.

When the Liberal programme is placed before
you I suggest that there is a very reasonable
question you might ask. If these things are now
thought to be so good for the Province, why did
the present Premier never once think of them
during the quarter of a century that he has been
a member of the Parliament of Ontario? Perhaps
you might also ask why these things, which are
so desirable today, have not already been made
law by this Government.

You will also ask whether the proposals I have
placed before you can be put into effect. Having
in mind the discouraging picture painted by the
Socialists, you will perhaps ask if it is possible
to assure employment in this Province after the
war. My answer is an emphatic “Yes!” I will
tell you why I am so sure that our danger in this
Province is not unemployment after the war but
rather a shortage of workers for the job which
lies ahead if only those who direct our affairs have
the vision to see the role which Ontario and
Canada can play in the postwar world.

Whether we can safely promise employment to
the men and women in our armed forces and to
munition makers whose present work will end
when the war is over, depends entirely upon
whether we plan for a static or a dynamic Ontario.
If we decide that we already have all the popula-
tion we can support, then of course we have no
choice but to divide what we have to the best of
our ability so that all will have their limited
share. But if on the other hand we believe that
Ontario is about to enter a period during which
there will be rapid expansion of the producing
capacity of our farms, our factories, our mines
and our forests, then we are safe in promising
employment not only to those who will be demobil-
ized, but to many others who will also be needed
to produce those things which will be required
in enormous quantities by the whole world.

Let us look the facts of this war squarely in
the face and see what they mean for Ontario and
Canada as a whole. When you read in the news-
papers or hear over the radio that great cities
have been bombed and large numbers of workers’
homes have been destroyed, you are not merely
hearing the record of a tragic military event. You
are being told that many human requirements,
made by the hands of man from raw materials,

have been destroyed. In those buildings were
tables, chairs, stoves, refrigerators, telephones,
glass, wire and all the simple things needed by
human beings everywhere to maintain the simple
comforts of their daily life. Already three million
homes in Britain have been shattered by bombs.
Most of the raw materials required to replace
those buildings and the things that were in them
are not available in the British Isles. When you
read of the sinking of ships, those are not merely
names to be recorded on the mouldy pages of
histories of the future. Those ships were made
of iron and steel. They, too, contained thousands
of little things made by the hands of man. De-
struction of that kind is taking place right around
the world today.

‘What does all this mean to us here in Ontario.
It simply means that, apart from the military
effect, an enormous d d for repl t after
the war is mounting rapidly every day. Those
things must be made by men from raw materials.
There are three great areas in the world where
the raw materials are found from which those
things can be made. One is Russia, the other is
the United States, and the third is Canada. With
all their great resources it will take Russia many
years to rebuild their own shattered cities and
supply the devastated farming areas with the
machinery and other things which they will need.
The enormous internal demands of the United
States, which increase every year that the war
goes on, will absorb a very considerable part of
their production. Here in Canada, and right here
in the Province of Ontario, are huge reserves of
the very raw materials which will be required
everywhere throughout the world. Think of what
that means to us.

The simple truth is that all this terrible de-
struction is creating such opportunities for our
young men and women as they have never known
before. But there must be planning if we are to
be ready for the tasks which lie before us. There
will be a period of readjustment while the fac-
tories are being converted from war to peace pro-
duction. And during that period many things ean
be done in preparation for the work ahead. That
is the time when governments must create em-
ployment. That can be done wastefully or it can
be done as part of one great plan. We will need
more power. We will need better transportation.
We will need new buildings. Plans for all of these
should be ready in advance.




We should, for instance, explore the possibility
of using the great peat bogs of this Province not
only for fuel but also for generating electric
energy as has been done so successfully in Europe.

There are so many things of that nature to be
done. But the time is all too short to get ready.
That is why we have been urging in the Ontario
Legislature for three years that plans be made
for great public undertakings of this nature which
will play their part in the industrial expansion
which should follow the period of readjustment.
I assure you that if you elect the Progressive Con-
servative Party on August 4th, steps will be taken
immediately to plan great public works for the
postwar period which will provide employment
and at the same time create new sources of power;
8 completely modernized highway system of
transportation; and other supporting facilities for
the period of normal industrial expansion which
will follow the full conversion of industry to peace
production.

VOTE FOR

In this case opportunity and duty go hand in
hand. It is our humane duty to put the vast
resources and rich land which God has given us
into full productive use, not only for ourselves
but the rest of the world as well. It is also our
opportunity to buildd a strong and prosperous
Ontario with a population far beyond what we
now have, living in greater comfort and security
than they have ever known before. That is a
vision which is justified by all the facts. It is a
vision worthy of the sacrifice which our young
men and women are making for us today. That
is the future to which they are entitled. That is
the future which I believe can be made a reality
by the programme which I have read to you
tonight. I believe that no other place in the world
offers the opportunities that Ontario does today.
For all of us peace will bring the dawn of a better
day. It is our duty to be ready for it whenever
it comes. For the sake of our splendid youth let
each one of us decide to make Ontario strong.

AUGUST 4tx, 1943

Published by
THE PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF ONTARIO
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Constructive Progressive

Conservative
Platform

of Twenty-two Points

Press and public wé[comes party program

outlined by Leader George Drew as
outstanding event in history

of Ontario politics

George Drew, Progressive Con-
- servative Leader for Ontario, on
"I‘hursday, July 8, 1943, hnghhghtedk
. election platform announc

borne by the individual ratepayer.
_ With the pledge of sweeping mu-
. nicipal tax reform went the under-
taking to take over .stockyards in
the Province as a means of ending
speculation and manipulation and
assuring fair prices of live stock.
Mr. Drew’'s 22-point program, an-
nounced over the radio, introduced
a distinctly constructive note to
Ontario elections. Political observers
last night stated that there was no
parallel for the speech in Ontario
politics of the last generation. ,
As part of his farm program, Mr.
Drew undertook to set up a farmer-
directed county agricultural pro-
duction control system which would

;5‘ptov1de the first real opportunity

farm organizations have had to

~ plan farm production. It would be

similar to the system ‘which has

- worked well in Britain,

Additional points in the prmam

Medical, dental and other health
protection for all;

Public works to aeate postwar
employment;

Immediate mcrease in mothers’
allowances and old-age pensions;

Advanced labor legxs}a.non, followe
ing a new inquiry;

Lower mining taxes, and more
equitable distribution of revenues
from this source;

Establishment of scientific forest
control under a commission;

Establishment of an Ontario Hous~
ing Commission;

Complete revision of the educae
tional system;

Removal of Hydro from politics,

- lower rates and rural power exten-

sions;

Land reclamation in favorable
aredas;

Lower general taxes, elimination
of duplicate services;

A more efficient civil service sys-
tem;

Ensure adequate supphes of milk,
fuel, other necessitxes,

' Employment priority for veter-
ans—men and women.
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TWENTY-TWO-POINT - PROGRAM

In detail, the Progressive Cone which is so necessary for the wel- 11, Steps will be taken to assura
servative Party's 22-point platform fare and security of all our people. that every child is given the greats
as enunciated by its leader is: 6. The mining industry will be est possible opportunity to face life

1. We will maintain British insti- assisted in every way possible and with a healthy body and mind.
futions and strengthen the British placed under the direction of a Min- Health measures will be established

partnership by every means within ister with practical knowledge of so that medical, dental and other
_the constitutional power of the mining. The tax burden will be ealth protection will be available
Government of Ontario. ligh‘texl:)ed aind ith.erie wil:l be a more  Jto all.

2. We will, at all times, work in equitable distribution of the tax be- 12, Steps will be taken immediate-
effective co-operation with the Do- tween the different taxing bodies. ly to prepare plans for great public
minion Government and with all A larger share of the taxes will go undertakings which willim'eﬂ‘m' em.
other governing bodies in Canada in to the Provincial and municipal Toyment in the period of Teadjust
all activities which will assist in the treasuries. All restricbive measures &Eﬁnmﬁﬁmﬁw

prosecution of the war to a success- thfh deny prospec.tor s and others - To Revamp Hydro.
. ful conclusion, and in establishing . the inducement to find and develop =

; i wurii.  New mining properties will be re- 13, The Hydro-Electric Power
health insurance and protestion b Dealed and every encouragement  Commission L e
their old age for all our people. At will be given to geologists and pros: o .contxo : ic{:og zr;:% t :
the same time we will insist that pectors to. discover new. mineral the DublELy owyn;d 'ydml; 1 o rtlc
‘the constitutional rights of the  @rfeas. Every practical measure pos- At Oflthlsh rovxqﬁebe M
people of Ontario be preserved, and  Sible will be adopted to expand this Shiots pebp e there ;vfth s ]fm :
that the Government of Ontario ex-  great basic industry so that ey Vil ik i }‘attes o;
~ ercise full control of its own Provin- ‘oifer the widest opportunities for elec.mc e ’i‘lpon = 'Jusd a.n
e ~ employment when our armed forces equitable basis. The service charge
L . are demobilized. in rural areas will be removed.

3. The farms, the factories, the

Power will be extended to farms
mines, the forests, and personal Long-Term ¥orest Policy.

with full recognition of the fact that

services which constitute the five 7. Qur vast forest resources, which {404 production in war is hardly
major groups of employment will under proper administration are less essential to our success than
be supported by appropriate legis- capable of creating employment for the military ‘effort.

lation in their efforts to increase hundreds of thousands of new o
employment a : workers, will be placed under the o, BenE WL LS R0 O RN
ield of employment individual ini- control of an Ontario Forest Re-

tiative will be encouraged and hard sources Commission which will {)ﬁ%gﬁ u};tmaupﬁe;fc&lgmwﬁﬁ Eﬁ:
work rewarded by reducing taxes operate under iongeterxp policies of fully developed. These plans will be
and removing bureaucratic restric- conservation, reforestation and soil drafted immediately, but the actual
tions. ~ control. Immediately after its for- development of most of the areas
4. Farming will be organized in mation, it -will review all existing will he deferred so that they can
every county under committees of corrll;tx:c;s ar:ld wu}i tf:ancelt those be placed under veterans' organi-
outstanding farmers who will be YL AVERC SPOSEC (0L BLedL areas zations in the period of readjuste
given authority to plan production, ggnﬁgiiitfﬁoumes without proper ment. This will open wide oppor-
and regulate t i '. ¢ iti 31 i
isibution of thelr output "Cheess [/ B An Onlario Housing Commissien  Uunities for immediate employment
boards, creameries, milk distribu- Wwill be created to plan a great hous- offer to veterans and their families
tors, central produce markets, and _i;i_g_gﬁ)gr%m t?\roug out thef Whole {10 chance lo settle in organized
other marketing organizations will FOVINCERIdrEe Burpose of crenis groups in areas where their eco-

bf ltxil;gierithe supervision of out- ey nomic security can be assuped.
standin i 1 . Dk ;
product?bn.armers Bt ot‘ rfhr.mg_ 9 mdi?d tl;e unsatista‘ct‘o’m; ef?&efm%ogozigngfeggd;céiaﬁg
Will Take Over Stoek Yards.. . | prhEcenfisns i MBNYPAKts Of . py g elimination of all Provincial

Stock yards will be taken over by 9, There will be a sweeping re- depa;'tment”sh and r»set;vxceg Which
the Government and operated as a  vision of our whole System of real gupllcate e osed:o et oannn
publicly owned enterprise so that estate taxation so that the owning : overt:;lmen and are ?0 hecessary
speculation and manipulation may  and improvement of homes and ~ of the purpose ‘:. iﬂre%e‘;j‘”"g
be stopped and fair prices assured. farm land, which are the very fuilganf:talﬂicqng?t:r:gn ngants;lt

A conference will be called imme-  foundation of our society, will not o A efficlent and permanent
diately of leading farmers from the = be discouraged by excessive taxa. | ° put into effect which will
whole Province to assist in drafting tion, As an initial step in that

ing employment in the period of re-

effective plans for the.organization - direction the Provincial Govern- 35;’;32:;“’; s&zﬁgeg&m t%czll;u?f:
of food production. : ment will assume at least 50 per creasing administrative lefficiency
5. Legislation will be introduced cent of the school taxes now charged by ‘giving to all civil servants a
assuring the workers and employers  against real .estate. It is, however, zea.ter sense of security and pride
of this Province the -fairest and to be clearly understood that this ign thelr work.

‘most advanced laws governing labor change will not affect the authority 17. All legislation will be repealed
relations, following .an inquiry to  of the local school- boards. which denies any individual the
Ve undertaken immediately sby :a  f= 10 Our educational system will . (loue’t fetend hisiperson and prop.
¢« ‘mmittee of at least 15 members | be completely revised so that ev

. > 5 5 erty before the courts.
child in this Province will have an :
opportunity 1o be educated to the ~ Bevise Pension Scales.
ull extent of their mental capacity, 18. There will be an immediate
- no.matter where they TiVe or increase in mothers’ allowances and

1 be_ known as the-Ontario Labor

1 ittee, ~UPoR which
ﬂ?e‘ ~ill be equ re§entation of

Jabt  ‘mployers, and the general

pubi wcognizing at the- outse . the financial circumstances of their old-age pensions in keeping with
the 1, ‘proper and enforceabl - parents may be. Vocational training  the increased cost of living. There
legisl; garding collective- b vill be. will be an immediate repeal of the
gaininy committee will sk - shameful provision that old people

- who have a home of their own,
which they - have establshed by
- their savings throughout lung years,
. must dispose of that home befors
they will be granted the very lime

~edtoex e the laws. dealing w
: relations in other countries

aft for Ontario an act wh
tablish that basis of justice
n  and  responsi




ited allowances which tHey are en-
titled to receive. In future the old
people who have played their part
so well in making this great Prov-
ince what it is today must not be
forced to mortgage their homes be-
fore they can receive Lheir small
pensions.

19. Adequate supplies at reason-
able prices of fuel, milk and other
basic necessities will be assured by
effective organization and adminis-
trative control. Representatives of
labor, veteran organizations, and
the consuming public will be ap-
pointed to all boards dealing with
ithese matters.

20. Men and women who have
gerved in the armed forces will be
assured priority in the public serv-
ice and protection in their employ-

1y -service will be giyen
legal protection against the eco-
yomic consequences of their serv-
ice. In all cases where the ability
of those in military service and
their dependents to meet their fi-
nax_lcml obligations have been ma-
terially reduced by such service, ef-
fect}ve legal protection will be given
against seizure of property for ar-
rears of taxes, forfeiture of instal-
!nent contracts, cancellation of life
insurance policies up to $10,000,
judgments or other legal proceed-
ings .for debts incurred before en-
tering military service, and other
embarrassing financial obligations.
Thgse provisions, however, will be
subject to the express condition
that those able to pay will not be
permitted to evade their obligations
by this device, and that just pro-
tection will be assured to creditors
undér simple and effective proce-
dure before the court. This does
not provide for cancellation of ob-
ligations, but merely deferment with
justice to all concerned. }

Socigl Security Plan,

1 in
‘will assure social
ur people, and also

employment of the members of our
“YOYCéS and munition workers
after the war,

“That js our program. It does not
deal with questions of administra+
tive detajl, such as the administra-
tion of justice, juvenile delin-
quency, . liquor . control, highway
construction, Provincial finances, or
a2 number of other matters which
have to do with the enforcement
and interpretation of existing laws.
I will discuss such subjects at an-
other time,” Mr. Drew said.

“I pledge myself, as Leader of
the Progressive Conservative Party
in Ontario, to carry out each of the
proposals contajned in this program
when you entrust us with the power

10 do so. Each of them is practical.

Each is based upon careful exami-
nation of the facts. May I ask you
10 examine this program in detall

and if you agree that it would be
the people of: Ontario” to

good fo

the war those who are

he rehabilitation and

have these proposals put inte opera-
tion, then I urge you to support the
Progressive Conservative candidate
in your ridi:lg." et e

Make Ontario Strong.

In his broad plan for betferment
in a Province which he believed
offered greater opportunities than
any place else in the world, Mr.
Drew declared that “peace will
bring the dawn of a better day,”
and that it was “our duty to be
ready for it whenever it comes. For
the sake of our splendid youth,” he
urged, “let us decide to make On-
tario strong.” :

Last night's address was the first

talk to all the people of the Prov-

ince.that he had had an opportu-
nity to give since the election was

. announced, he said in opening mis

‘which went out from To-

To remarks that members of his

party had been “destructive critics,”
he reminded listeners that during
his own four years in the Ontario
Legislature "I have introduced reso-
lution after resolution calling for
better organization of our food pro-
duction, better “labor legislation,
more efficient control of our forest
resources, greater assistance to our
mining industry and proper treat-
ment of the veterans of the last war,
and those now on active service.”

Nearly every one of the points in-
cluded in the program he was pre-
senting, he said, “has already been
placed before the Ontario Legisla-
ture by resolution. In each case they
were voted down by the Govern-
ment. and its supporters.”

When there was ground for criti-
cism. ‘Mr. Drew pointed out, “it is
the duty of the Opposition to criti-
cize; what our Governments in Can-
ada, need today is more criticism of
their many weaknesses.” He quoted
Prime Minister Winston Churchill
in support of that stand when he
said: “We do not resent the well-

‘to win the war.”

_ Calls It Snap Election.

Mr.
enoug t had been said that he
was not sufficlently critical “be-

cause I had, to a considerable ex-
tent, observed a political truce on

all but fundamental issues during
the war. I have, however,” he add-
ed, “criticized the weaknesses and
worse of the present Government.”
He said a “snap” election had been
called at a most difficult time of
year for most people, doubtless with
the hope that the Opposition would
not have time to place its case be-
fore them. He warned that the

Government to be chosen on Aug. 4

would almost certainly be respon-
sible for the problems that would

arise during the period of readjust- .

ment after the war, including the
providing of work at ‘good wages
for the men and women now fight-
ing for everything Canadians held
dear. The ballat would in a great
measure determine the fate of those

‘whose personal ‘sacrifice had pre-

ght to live as free

riticism of any man who

recalled fhat “strangely

UNeither persbhial friendships Bor
old political affiliations can be bal-
anced against that important fact,”
Mr. Drew declared.

The men and women now in unk
form had a right to expect, he said,
a Government that would put inte
effect “vigorous and progressive
measures to make Onterio ' strong
and create new opportunities for
employment so that the members of
our armed forces who are demobie
lized and the munition makers who
must seek other work, will be able
to find steady jobs.”

Of the Socialist platform, Mr.
Drew asked Ontarians to ask theme
selves: What will happen to your
_savingg in the form of ‘insurance,
Government bonds or bank accounts
if the industries whose securities
~ create the value behind them are

-

_ taken over #s they have promised to

_ do if they come to power? He warne
. ed that, in such a case, “more Gove
 ernment officials, more interference
with your personal affairs and more
faxes will certainly happen.”
Much Work to Be Done.

Ag for the Liberal platform, he
said: “If these things are now
thought to be so good for the Prove
ince, why did the present Premier
never once think of them during
the quarter of a century that he has
been a member of the Parliament
of Ontario?”

“Qur danger in this Province,” he
said, “is not unemployment after
the war, but rather a shortage of
workers for the job which lies
ahead if only those who direct our
affairs have the vision to see the
role which Ontario and Canada can
play in the postwar world. If we
believe Ontario is about to enter &
period of rapid expansion of the
producing capacity of eur farms,
our factories, our mines and our
forests, then we are safe in promis-
ing employment not only to those
who will be demobilized, but to
‘many others who will also be need-
ed to produce those things which
_will be required in enormous quan«
_ tities by the whole world.” This
was true especially, he said, in
meeting the needs of postwar ree
_construction overseas, where de-
struction must be repaired. The
enormous demand for replacement
after the war was mounting every
day. Ontario’s huge reserves of
raw materials would be required
everywhere.

“The simple truth is” he said,
“that all this terrible destruction
js creating such opportunities for
our young men and women 2s they

. have never known before. But thére

must be planning if we are to be
ready for the tasks which lic bee
fore us. >

“I assure you,” he said, “that if
you elect the Progresaive Conservas
tive Party:steps will be taken ime
mediately to plan great publie
- works for the postwar ‘period, a
- completely modernized highway
system and other supporting facilie
ties for industrial expansion to fol=

H~"low,oonverslon of industry to peace

. pré‘ﬂuctiqn."

infed from July 9th, 1943,
onto Globs: and Mail.)
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Constructive Progressive
| Conservative
Platform

of Twenty-two Points

*

Press and public welcomes party program
outlined by Leader George Drew as
outstanding event in history .
of Ontario politics

*

George Drew, Progressive Con-

servative Leader for Ontario, on
Thursday, July 8, 1943, highlighted
his electlon platform announcement
with the promise of a 50 per cent
reduction in school taxation now
borne by the individual ratepayer.
With the pledge of sweeping mu-
nicipal tax reform went the under-
taking to take over.stockyards in
the Province as a means of ending
speculation and manipulation and
assuring fair prlces of live stock.
Mr. Drew’s 22-point program, an-
nounced over the radio, introduced
a distinctly constructive note to
Ontario elections, Political observers
last night stated that there was no
parallel for the speech in Ontario
politics of the last generation. ,
As part of his farm program, Mr.
Drew undertook to set up a farmer-
directed county agricultural pro-
duction control system which would
provide the first real opportunity
farm organizations have had to
plan farm production, It would be
similar 1o the system which has
worked well in Britain.
Additional points in the program
include:

Medical, dental and other health
protection for all;

Public works to create postwar
employment;

Immediate increase in mothers’
allowances and old-age pensions;

Advanced labor legislation, follow=
ing a new inquiry;

Lower mining taxes, and more
equitable distribution of revenues
from this source;

Establishment of scientific forest
control under a commission;

Establishment of an Ontario Hous-
ing Commission;

Complete revision of the educa-
tional system;

Removal of Hydro from politics,
lower rates and rural power exten-
sions;

Land reclamation in favorable
areas;

Lower general taxes, elimination
of duplicate services;

A more efficient civil service sys-
tem;

Ensure adequate supplies of milk,
fuel, other necessities;

Employment priority for vetere
ans—men and women,

{ “ sL! P




TWENTY.TWO-POINT - PROGRAM

1In detail, the Progressive Cou-
servative Party's 22-pouul platform
as enunciated by ils leader is:

1. We will maintain British insti-
tutions and strengthen the Briuish
partnership by every means within
the constitutional power of Lhe
Government of Ontario.

2. We will, at all times, work in
effective co-operation with the Do-
minton Government and with all
other governing bodies in Canada in
all activities which will assist in the
prosccution of the wal 10 @ successe
ful conclusion, and in establishing
a sound basis of social securily,
health insuvance and protection in
their old age for all our people. At
the same time we will insist that
ihe coustitutional rights of the
people of Ontario he preserved, and
that the Government of Ontario ex-
ercise full control of its own Provine
cial affairs.

3. The farms, the factories, the
mines, the forests, and personal
services which _constitule the five
major groups of ‘employment will
be suppovted by appropriate legis-
Jation in their elforts to increase
employment a{ g0
ficld oF employm
tiative will be encouraged and hard
work rewarded by reducing taxes
and removing burcaucratic restric-
tions.

4. Farming will be organized in
every’ counly under committees of
outstanding farmiers who will be
given authority to plan production,
and regulate the processing and dis-
tribution of their outpul. Cliecse
boards, creamevrics, milk distribu-
tors, central produce markets, and
other marketing organizations will
be under the supervision of out-
standing farmers in each “line of
production.

Will Take Over Stoek Yards.

Stock yards will be taken over by
{he Government and operaled as a
publicly owned enterprise so that
speculation and manipulation may
be stopped and fair prices assured.

A conference will be called imume-
diately of leading farmers from the
whole Province o assist in drafting
effective plans for the-organization
of food production.

5. Legislation wlil be introduced
assuring the workers and employers
of this Province the -fairest :and
most advanced laws governing labor
relations, following -an inquiry Lo
be undertaken immediately by -a
commiltee of at least 15 members

to be_ known as the.Onlavio Labor:

Mﬂﬁon Wwhich
here will be equé resenlation of

labor, employers, and the general
public. Recognizing at the- outsel
the right to proper and enforceable
legislation regarding collective- bar-
gaining, this committee will be aske
ed to examine the laws. dealing with
labor relations in other countries
end draft for Ontario an act which
will establish. that basis of justice,
co-operation and responsibility

Lo WS T every™
ent iﬁ?h’vidual ini-

/

. under

which is so necessary for the wel-
fare and secuvity of all our people.

6. The mining ndustry will be
assisted in every way possible and
placed under the direction of a Min-
wster with practical knowledge of
wining. The 1ax burden will he
lightenied and there will be a more
cquitable distribution of the tax be-
tween lhe different taxing bodies.
A larger share of the laxes will go
10 the Provincial and municipal
treasuries. All restrictive measures
which deny prospectors and others

_the inducement to find and devclop

new mining ]n'oper(ies-will be re-
pealed and cvery encouragement
will be given to geologists and pro>-
pectors Lo discover new mineral
arcas. Every practical measure pos-
sible will be adopted to expand this
great basic industry >0 that 1L Iay
offer Lhe widest opportunitics for
employment when our armed forces
are demobilized.

Long-Term Iorest Pollcy.

7. Qur vast forest resources, which
‘proper administration are
capable of creating employment for
hundreds of thousands of new
workers, will be placed under the
conlrol of an Ontario Forest Re-
sources Commission which will
operate under long-term policies of
conservation, reforestation and soil
control. Immediately after its for-
mation it -will review all existing
contracts and will cancel those
which have disposed of greal areas
of forest resources without proper
consideratiou.

8. An Ontario Housing Commission
will be created to plan a great hous-
ing prograny throughout the whole
“Province for the purpose of creatls
ing employment in the period of re-

- ‘%djuslh\qnt;'and' at the~same- time
Tin

& 1o an end Lhe unsatisfactory
housing conditions in many parts of
Ontario.

9. There will be a sweeping re-
vision of our whole system of real
estate taxation so that the owning
and improvement of homes and
fary land, which are the very
foundation of our society, will not
be discouraged by excessive taxa-
tion. As an initial step in that
direction the Provincial Govern-
ment will assume at least 50 per
cent of the school taxes now charged
against real -estate. It 1s, however,
Lo be clearly understood that this
change will not affect the authority
of the local school boards.

10. Our educational system will
be completely revised so that gvery
child_in this Province will have an
opportunity to be educated (o the_
full extent of Atgeg'_‘mgnlal capacity,
ho maller where they Iive~or whal
the finahcial circumstances of their
parents may be, Voca jonal training
will be made a nﬁﬁtﬁm@pﬁﬂ‘;

art of L Senoorwork; so that
“Mfaren may be prepared lo earn
a living by practical vocational in-
struction. The important place of
our teachers in each community will
be fully recognized.

11. Steps will be taken to assure
that every child is given the greal-
est possible opportunity to face life
with a healthy body and mind.
}ealth mcasures will be established
so thalt medical, dental and other
health protection will be available

Jto all

l/ 12. Steps will be Laken immediate-
ly

to prepare plans for great public
undertakings which wm‘i‘creﬂe ems-
SToyment 10 the period of Teadjust
WEX&‘“mm::r; -
I'o Revamp Hydro.

13.  The llydro-Electric Power
Commission will be removed from
political control. Recognizing that
1he publicly owned Hydro - Electric
1esources of this Province belong Lo
all our pcople, there will be an im-
mediate adjustment of the rates for
clectric energy upon a just and
equilable basis. The service charge
in  rural areuas will be removed.
Power will be extended to farms
with full recognition of the fact thal
food production in war is hardly
Jess essential to our success than
the military effort.

14. Plans will be made for land
reclamation throughout (he Prov-
ince, so that all areas which can be
brought into production will be
fully developed. These plans will be
draflcd immediately, but the actual
development of most of the areas
will be deferred so that they can
be placed under velerans' organi-
sations in the period of readjust-
ment. 'This will open wide oppor-
(unities for immediale employment
when the war is over and will also
offer to veterans and their families
the chance to settle in organized
groups in areas where their eco-
nomic security can be assuned.

15. Taxation will be reduced and '

efficiency of Government increased
by the elimination of all Provincial
departments and services which
duplicate those of the Dominion
Government and are not necessary
for the purpose of preserving
fundamental constitutional rights.

16. An efficient and permanent
civil service system will immediate-
ly be put into effect which will
protect civil servants from political
dismissal or interference, thus in-
creasing administrative efficiency
by giving to all civil servants a
greater sense of security and pride
i their work.

17. All legislation will be repealed
which denies any individual the
right to defend his person and prop-
crty before the courts.

Revise Pension Scales.

18. There will be an immediate
increase in mothers’ allowances and
old-age pensions in keeping with
the increased cost of living. There
will be an immediate repeal of the
shameful provision that old people
who have a home of their own,
which they have establ'shed by
their savings throughout lung years,
must dispose of that home befors
they will be granled the wery lim-




ited allowances which they are en-
titled to receive. In future the old
people who have played their part
so well in making this grecat Prov-
ince what it is loday must not be
forced to mortgage lheir homes be-
fore they can receive their small
pensions.

19. Adequate supplies at reason-
able prices of fuel, milk and other
basic necessities will be assured by
effective organization and adminis-
trative control. Representatives of
labor, veleran organizalions, and
the consuniing public will be ap-
poinled lo all boards dealing with
these matters.

20. Men and women who have
served in the armed forces will be
assured priority in the public serv-
1ice and protection in their employ-
ment, ‘

21. During the war those who are
In military service will be given
legal. protection against the eco-
nomic consequences of their serv-
1ce. In all cases where the ability
of those in military service and
their dependents to meet their fi-
nancial obligations have been ma-
terially reduced by such service, ef-
recl_lve legal protection will be given
against seizure of properly for ar-
rears of taxes, forfeilure of instal-
ment contracts, cancellation of life
insurance policies up to $10,000,
Judgments or olher legal proceed-
mngs for debls incurred before en-
tering military service, and other
embarrassing financial obligations.
1‘he§e provisions, however, will be
subject to the express condltion
that 'Lhose able to pay will not be
permilted to evade their obligalions
by !.his device, and that just pio-
tection will be assured to creditors
under simple and effective proce-
dure before the court. This does
not provide for cancellation of ob-
ligations, bul merely deferment with
Justice to all concerned.

Social Security Plan.

22. A rehabilitation and social se-
curity committee will be appointed
immediately with instructions to
draft plans which will assure social
securlty for all our people, and also
provide for the rehabilitation and
employment of the members of our
AMMdroTces and munition workers
after the war., e

*“That is our program. It does not
deal with questions of administra-
tive detail, such as the administra-
tion of justice, juvenile delin-
quency, liquor control, highway
construction, Provinclal finauces, or
a number of other matters which
have to do with the enforcement
and interpretation of existing laws.
I will discuss such subjects at an-
other time,” Mr. Drew said.

“I pledge myself, as Lecader of
the Progressive Conservative Party
in Ontario, to carry out each of the
proposals contajned in this program
when you entrust us with the power
1o do so. Each of them is practical.
Each is based upon careful exami-
nation of the facts. May I ask you
to examine this program in detail
and if you agree that it would be
good for the people of Ontario’ to

have these proposals put into opera-
lion, then 1 urge you to support the
Progressive Conservative candidate
in your riding.” .

Make Ontiario Strong.

In his broad plan for belterment
in a Province which he believed
offered greater opportunities than
any place else in the world, Mr.
Drew declared Lhat “peace will
bring the dawn of a better day,”
and that it was “our duty lo be
ready for it whenever it comes. For
the sake of our splendid youth,” he
urged, “let us decide to make On-
tario strong.”

Last night's address was the first
talk to all the people of the Prov-
ince that he had had an opportu-
nily to give since the election was
announced, he said in opening his
broadcast, which went out from To-
ronto.

To remarks that members of his
parly had been “destructive critics,”
he reminded listeners that during
his own four years in the Ontario
Legislatuie "I have introduced reso-
lution after resolution calling for
betler organization of our food pro-
duction, better labor legislation,
more efficient control of our forest
resources, grealer assistance to our
mining industry and proper treal-
ment of the veterans of the last war,
and those now on active service.”

Nearly every one of the points in-
cluded in the program he \was pre-
senting, he said, "has already been
placed before the Ontario Legisla-
ture by resolution. In each case they
were voled down by the Govern-
nient, and its supporters.”

When there was ground for criti-
cism. Mr. Drew pointed out, “it is
the duty of the Opposition to criti-
cize; what our Governments in Can-
ada need loday is more criticism of
their many weaknesses.” He quoted
Prime Minister Winston Churchill
in support of that stand when he
said: “We do not resent the well-
meant criticism of any man who
wishes to win the war.”

Callg It Snap Election.

Mr. Drew recalled that “strangely
enough,” it had been said that he
was not sufficiently critical “bhe-
cause I had, to a considerable ex-
teul, observed a political truce on
all but fundamental issues during
‘the war. I have, however,” he add-
ed. “criticized the weaknesses and
worse of the present Government.”

He said a “snap” election had been
called at a most difficult time of
year for most people, doubtless with
the hope that the Opposition would
not have time to place ils case be-
fore them. He warned that the
Government to be chosen on Aug. 4
would almost certainly be respon-
sible for the problems that would
arise during the period of readjust-
ment after the war, including the
providing of work at good wages
for the men and women now fight-
ing for everything Canadians held
dear. The ballat would in a great
measure determine the fate of those
whose personal sacrifice had pre-
served the right to live as free
people.

“NeithaF persorial friendships hor
old_political .affiliations can be balk
anced against that important fact,”
Mr. Drew declared.

The men and woimmen now in uni-
form had a right lo expect, he said,
a Government that would put into
effect “vigorous and progressive
measures to make Ontario - strong
and create mew opportunities for
employment so that the members of
our armed forces who.are demobi-
lized and the munition makers whe
must seek other work, will be able.

to find steady jobs.”

Of the Socialist platform, Mr.
Drew asked Ontarians 1o ask them-
selves: What will happen o your
savings in the form of ‘insurance,
Government bonds or bank accounts
if the industries whose securities
create the value behind them are
1aken over as they have promised to
do if they come to power? He warn=
ed that, in such a case, "more Gove
ernment officials, more interference
with your personal affairs and more
raxes will certainly happen.”
Much Work to Be Done.

As for the Liberal platforni; he
said: *“if these things are now
thought to be so good for the Prov=
ince, why did the present Premier
never once think of them during
the quarter of a century that he has
been a member of the Parliament
of Ontario?”

“Qur danger in this Province,” he
said, “is not unemployment aflter
the war, but rather a shortage of
workers for Lthe job which lies
abead if only those who direct our
aifairs have the vision to see the
yole which Onlario and Canada can
play in the postwar world. 1f we
believe Outario is about Lo enter a
period of rapid expansion of the
producing capacily of our farms,
our factories, our mines and our
foresls, then we are safe in promis-
ing employment not only to those
who will be demobilized, but to
many others who will also be need-
ed to produce those things which
will be required in enormous quane
tities by the whole world.” This
was true especially, he said, in
meeting the needs of postwar re-
construction overseas, where de-
struction must be 1epaired. The
enormous demand for replacement
after the warr was mounting every
day. Ontario’s huge rveserves of
raw materials would bLe required
everywhere,

*The simple truth is,” he said,
“that all this terrlble destruction
is creating such opportunities for
our young men and women as they
have never known before, But there
must be planning if we are lo be
ready for the tasks which lic bee
fore us. .

»[ assure you,” he saii, “that if
you elect the Progressive Conscrvae
tive Party-steps will be taken im-
mediately to plan great publie
works for the postwar period, &
completely modernized highway
system and other supporting facilie
ties for industrial expanslon to fol-
low conversion of industry to peace
production.”

(Reprinted from July 9th, 1943,
The Toronto Globe and Mail.)
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