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CONCLUSION

Ladies and gentlemen, I have come now to the end of my remarks, 1
have touched briefly upon the Government’s record and have asked for ita
endorsation at your hands. I have asked, on behalf ‘of myself and my assoc-
iates in the Liberal and Mueﬂnmmmpdm group, a mandate to try to bring about -
a better deal for agriculture in the national economy, & better deal for the
Provinces and Municipalities.in our Federal gystem, the adjustment of their
debts and a new start for the drought-stricken people of the South-west, and
a more equitable relationship between certain classes in the community,

And I have asked, as well, for the approval of our programme with
respect to several other major policies.

The issue now Is in your hands. The Government leaves it there, con-

fident that the general direction of its wozﬁmm igs In the ﬂnw:a interést, con-

fident that its positlon is scund on all its major nmmuobﬁc—:ﬂcm_ and equally

contident that when you express your views on election day, you will do so

with such a united volee that all will know that the people of Manitoba

- propose to solve their problems, not by the reactionary unconcern accepted
in days.gone by, nor yet Ly the radical and untried experiments of more recent
times; but rather by means of studied progress, and a middle of the road
programme, almed to bring us romething more of equity, something more of:
soclal justice and something more of progréss than has been our lot In recent
years.

MANITOBA LIBERAL and PROGRESSIVE

ELECTION MANIFESTO

FOR MANITOBA'S SAKE

Vote _.mvm_d__ n:m__u_.ooqmmmZm

MANITOBA FEHH«.PH. AND HNO@WEHQ PROVINCIAL COMMITTRER
Great West Permanent Bldg., da.mubnvnu.
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MANITOBA LIBERAL AND PROGRESSIVE

ELECTION MANIFESTO

As Delivered by Premier John Bracken
Winnipeg, July 3rd, 1936,

The Government submits its record and asks for three thinga;—

1. An endorsation of the administration of the last four years;
2. A mandate respecting four different matters; and
3. The approval of the general direction of its policies on. five others.

THE PROGRAMME IN OUTLINE

1. The Government agks for an endorsation of its sound, economical and
business-like administration of publie affaire.

2. It asks for a mandate on certain b-.c—ucwmwm E:-mm 3 .E.Ew ahout four ﬁ:uwu.
{1} A better deal for agriculture in the interests of every citizen of
Manitoba.
(2) A better deal for the Provinces and Munlcipalities in our Fedéral
system of Government.

(3) The adjustment of their munieipal debts and a fresh nﬁ.un for .nUo
people in the drought area, and

{4) Lower interest rates on private, municipal and government borrowings,

by a .
3. The Government Agks also for approval by the electorate of the general
direction of it¥ policies on five other Hm.nnonu —

(1) Unemployment Relief.
(2) The development of E.cB:;un indigenous munﬂmﬁ._am.
(3) The furtherance of preventive remediea for human and Andustrial ills.

(4} The maintenance of a reasonable standard of héealth, mnuosn—on and
soclal services, and S :

(6) The restoration of confidence on the part of all rﬁEBwS G:Eumun
enterprise whether of a personal, co-operative or corporate character.

A SOUND, BUSINESSLIKE AND ECONOMICAL -
ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The Government asks for an endorsation of its business administration
on the grounds that Manitoba now has—

(1) The lowest annual expenditure of any Western Province.




(2)
(3)

(4)

(E)

(6
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The lowest capital debt of any Western Province.

The smallest accumulated deficit on current account of any province
in Canada cover the last decade.

A smaller increase in current expenditures during the last fourteen
vears than any other Prairie Province.

The smallest inerease in debt, both during the last thirteen years aa
well as during the last three years, of any Eoﬁ:nm in. Canada west
of the Maritimos,

The Hoﬂmmn tax burden of any Western Province,

A higher credit rating at the present time than any other Western
Province, .

OTHER GROUNDS

The Government asks for endorsation of its general, as distinguished from
its business administration, on four further grounds, viz:—

{1)

(2)

(3

_In its legialative unome.EBo the measures presented have been many,
they have been progressive in character without being radleal and:
_ they have been carefully designed to meet the besi interests of the.

Province as a whole. It may be pointed out, for the information of
our labor friends who are often critical of the Government, that the
labor legislation placed on the Manitoba Statute books in recent years
is not only in Illne with progressive policies but is recognized as being
the most advanced even from the point of view ou labor itself, of any
Province in the Dominion,

In jts Pna—ﬂmnﬁnmou of rellef, while it has received less assistance
from Ottawa by way of loans and grants than any other Western
Province, It haa received general commendation on jta businesslike
yet sympathetic handling of this mest perplexing problem. The Fed-

eral loans to Western Provinces for rellef and wo_sﬁoﬂ purposes have .

been aa follows:
SasKatcheWaN ...oceiniiies e ..:usa.uoo.coo.g
British Columbia, .... . 27,600,000.00
Alberta ... . 25,000,000.00
Manitoba .. 15,600,000.00

In its genera] administrative work the Government hag developed a
Civil Service that iz efficlently officered, free from partisanship, not

over- mnuhumh and embued 1:& ﬂum spirit of taithful service to the

@y

Province,

In its financial adminlstration it has a record :ﬂmﬁnm:on by any
Province during the Fn& fourteen years.

The Governmeant submits this van summary of :m snu:u_uﬁwﬂqo record
in the confident aquoﬂvﬁou that the public will endorse it in no uncertain way;
and we pledge ourselves to approach the problems of the future with the same
sense of public responaibility that has characterized our actions in the past.

I

i

- A BETTER DEAL FOR AGRICULTURE

With respect to agriculture, the Government seeks & mandate from the
electorate to pursue an aggressive programme- aimed toward—

(1) Increasing farm income,
(2) Adjustment of farm debts, and
(3) Tmproving farm practices.

With respect to farm income we propose—-

(1) To foster policles aimed towards ralsing the prices ‘of farm products to
a parity with those of other producis, and farm income ne a parity with
that of people engaged in other industries. -

The price of wheat, even at aonmw.m fixed figure on 87 %o uo-. aumw::
iy lesa than the price paid the farmer before the war: Yet the uumoa
the farmer pays for the commodities he buys averages 28% above

* pre-war prices. The farm bushel of Wheat today buya only T0% a=a
much of other commodities as It did .cmncnm the war. 55 farmer thus
operates on & 309% handicap.

The tarm family’s Income has mdmwm.mmm under nqca per yvear during
the last gix years, During the preceding alx years it averaged more
than twice that figure. Since 1920 the basic industry of the three
Prairie Provinces, upon which Winnipeg and other cities must de-
pend for their economic welfare, has had fts income reduced ‘and
therefore ita purchasing power lowered by an amount exéeeding one
thousand million dollars. In the interest of equity, of soclal justice
and of progress, this situation ought not to contlnue. It is of equal
concern to every other citiZzen, whether urban or rural, aa it is to
farmers. If the purchaslng power of agriculture s to remain at
permanently low levels no other business or industry or profession:
can hope for an early return to normalcy, and dﬁmawnowamhw will re-
main a HEE. charge upon the country.

{2) To persistently keep before 2.5 m,m.umwﬁ Government E-m :5 Uoov_o of
Canada the necessity of more wnmnﬁmﬁm export Hu.—e.-.wmﬁu R wﬂaaﬁnﬁo in
the West is not to be slowly atrangled to ﬂon.ﬂu .

. 'The major export commodity of dﬂmmnag Om.uwnw E wheat 95& d&mm.ﬂ
flour. In the iagt five years our muunnw markets have taken some
90,000,000 bushels per year less than in the five years E.oamn—Em. Un-
less this market is regained one or other of two things wlll happen;
either the people of Western Caneda will become hewers of wood and
drawers of water for the rest of Canada, or 'the natlion will have to
bonus the growers of wheat as practically every other wheat-growing
nation is deoing. - If the price of Canadian wheat were fixed on the
g%nﬂﬁnﬂ_ﬂ!&&oﬁgpﬂmgﬂuonﬂo&n nnEEu It would be
$1.25 instead of 873%c.

(8) To asslst in the development of more efficient and more effective co-
operative Uﬁ%—hﬂ producing and marketing practices.

(4) "o encourage the productlon for sale of nothing but high quallty vnonﬁaﬁ.

Amu To co- ovonnno with the Municipalities and Unorganized Territory Hu pro-
viding better transportation facilities to agricultural areas by assisting in
the construction of auxiliary and market roads.
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With respect to farm debis we propose—

(1} To continue the Debt Adjustment legislation as long as necessary, or until

its administration can be ¢o-ordinated with that of the Farmers' Creditops’
Arrangement Act.

(2) To urge upon the Dominion the retention of the Farmers' Creditors’ Ar-
rangement Act and the modification of the administration of it so ag to

n.mnn:.mEo;m%nuuwgmnanosaaﬂm.:oaonﬁnonpmmmonabumanwmmm.mumu
lated to secured creditors. )

‘With respect to farming practices we propose—

(1} Hc continue and graduvally extend our co-operative efforts along educa-
tiona] lines to help improve production, marketing and purchasing practices
in connection with all branches of farming, including crops, live stock,
dairying, poultry husbandry, horticulture and bee culture,

(2) To continue to co-operate with the Municipalities in providing assistance for
the protection of crops against grasshoppers and insect pests.

Manitoba has led the way In this form of insurance against sericus
logs. We have spent large suins during the last five years in co-
opetating with the Municipalities to lessen the loss from the grass-
hopper menace, The estimated saving has been 50,000,000 bushels
of graln at a cost te the Government of $250,000. and to the Municl-
palities of $150,000. in the protection campaign.

(3) A further gradual development of the agricultural extension service and
. Women’s Hxtension Bervice for the above purposes, and

(4) To continue to co-gperate with the Dominion In furthering research and

Ewﬂnwﬂm.m&_.ﬁﬂoﬁizomu.m_wﬂuhﬁcEua.oosﬁﬁcﬂomﬂ#mguﬂmnwunonrmn
plant diseases. R -

A BETTER DEAL FOR THE PROVINCE AN

- | MUNICIPALITIES _

The Government seeks & mandate to press for a better deal n,o_.. the Prov-
inces and Municipalitle from the Dominion. -

. At Confederation the responsibility for certain services and the pource
of revenue for both the Dominion and Provincial (Governments were set out
and specitically allocated to each. Upon the Provinces has fallen the cost of
Education, Mothers’ Allowances and Child Weltare, part of 0ld Age Pensions,
Hospitalization, care of ‘the Mentally Unfit, Unemployment Rellef, Care Om
the Indigent, Road Construction and many other anio.am. including the ad-
ministration of justice and maintenance of law and order. To the Provinces,

for revenue purposes, was given the right only to certain subsidies an h
tield of direct taxation. d to the

) Bince Oo.ﬂhmﬁmﬂwﬁoﬁ the cost of the services allotted to the Provinces has
been found to have Increased much more rapidly than was anticipated, and

more rapldly than the provinecial sources of revenue provided by the B.N.A.
Act would care for,

At Confederation the Provinces gave up their rights to qumunmm from
customs and excise and were given subsidies instead. In 1868 the total subsidies
payments made to the Provincea of the Dominion constituted 23.78 per cent.
of the total Dominion receipts from customsa and-excise, whereas in 1926, prior
to the depression the total Dominion receipts from customs and excigs had
so increased that the total subsidy paymentg were only 7.26 per cent. of them,

[

In the case of Manitoba, the subsidles received in 1876 and as late as
1886 constituted 90 per cent. of Manitoba's total expenditures. In 1898 prov-
incial services had so increased that the subsidies provided only 50 per cent.,
in 1906—thirty-nine per cent.; in 1926, fourteen per cent.; and in 1938 they
constituted less than twelve per cent. of the total Provinelal expenditures.

The result is thus seen to be that & heavier burden has been placed upon
the Provinces than they should be expected to carry with thelr Jimited revenues.

The nation has power to correct this fundamental weakness in its con-
stitutional structure,

It iz in the interests of Canada as a whole that this weakness, which places
an unfalr load upon the less wealthy provineces, should be corrected.

Because of the relatively low income returng of certain of the provinelal
units, this weaknesg in our constitutional set-up should be corrected, by the
Dominion assuming responeibilities for more of the publie services, “either
directly or by additional money grants, in preference to giving the Provinces
wider powera of taxation and leaving them with their present heavy responsi-
bilities for these services. .

The Provincial Government proposes to press for the adopting of this
policy in preference to the policy of widening the field of taxation for the
Provinces. To the extent that this result can be obtained, to that extent can
the Municipalities, including our cities and suburban areag, be relteved of exist-
ing burdens and put into a better position for meeting their school and other
responsibilities,

In the meantime, and until the financial relationship of the Dominion and
ths Provinces i1s adjusted along these Ilnes, the Province of Manitoba will
press for:— : .

(1) The taking over by the Dominion eof the total relief’ debt of the Prov-
ince and of the Municipalities of the last flve and a half years.

(2) The payment of a larger share of the cost of rellef by the Dominion.

{3) The taking over by the Dominion of the whole cost .ou 0ld Age
Penslons. " :

In view of the immediate difficulties of certain Munlcipalities, it might
be stated also that arrangements have been made to review thelr financial
position, particularly some of those in the Winnipeg Huburban area, with the
purpose of getting these Municipalities into a position where they can ad-
minister their own affalrs without outside assistance and without recourse to
“Supervision” or ‘Administration.”

TAXATION

From this statement.of facts it must be apparent that until such time
as the finanecial conditions of the Province improve and the primary producers
are mssured of a more adequate return for their products, any promises to
reduce taxatlon would be entirely misleading and Incapable of immediate ful-
filment. The cost of essentlal services, including rellef, cannot be paid for
with buttons; and essential services cannot be discarded except at & much
greater indirect cost to the community.

The Government proposes, neverthelesg, as soon as financlal cenditions
permit, to take such sieps as are necessary to bring about a change in its
revenue legislation so as to remove such tax impositions as are poasible and
combine the tax commonly but incorrectly spoken of as "the wage tax”’ with
the income tax which makes provision for graduated exemptions,

T .




ADJUSTMENT OF DEBTS AND A FRESH START
FOR THE DROUGHT AREA

This proposal lmplies—

(1) That the debts to the Government for agricultural and direct relief
advanced to Municipalities In the drought area during the last five

yvears shall be placed in the same category as direct relief and written
off,

(2) That this adjustment shall be passed on by the Municipalities to thelr
citizens in such manner as each Municipality may determine is
equitable to its ratepayers.

(3) That agricultural representatlves be placed. in the drought area to
assist in the rehabilitation plans and in the establishment of suitable
production practices. ’

(4) .That the Dominlon Government be urged to extend the loaning policy
of its Farm Loans Board to cover the essential requirementa of farmers
In the. drought area for rehabilitation of bulldings and the repair or
replacement of equipment, ’

~ LOWER INTEREST RATES

The Government asks for a mandate to bring about a further lowering
of the interest rates on private, munielpal and government borrowings.

On their record as honest borrowers, the people of Manitoba, and the
Municipalities of Manitoba and the Government of Manitoba are entitied to
lower rates of interest.. On the baslas of equity, in sharing the costs of the
depreseion, they are entltled to lower rates; and the Manitoba Government
on its record of careful and economical adminlstration is entitled to expect
lower rates than are now belng charged. o :

Considerable progress has already been made In securing lower interest
rates on current loans to Individuals, commercial concerns angd Governments,
and on the refunding issue of maturing Government bonds, but interest on
unmatured Government and Municipal bonde has not been reduced. =

Qpﬂ.ucimuuw»omonEnoﬂoma,ou.gunaun_uou..oﬁp ngnonamﬂounonsﬂn_um
issues be secured, and if so, how? ’ .

Can lower rates on :HEWnﬁnmﬂ bonds be brought about, and it so, how?

The answer to the first of these two questions i “Yes”, and the first step
in accomplishing it is to deserve the right to It and the second step 13 to
re-establish confidence by discontinulng threats of default, . .

As to lower interést rates on unmatured bonds, it is &Evoum?_w to zet a
reduction except by voluntary agreement, or by refunding following a more
or less general consent, or by default in payment.

It is always within the power of the two parties to a contract—the lender
and the borrower—to alter the contract voluntdrily. It ia probably within
the power of the Government to arbitrarily violate its comtract with people
who bought our bonds.

The Government of Manitoba has sought to accomplish a mutual adjust-
ment of interest charges by collective-action of the Dominion, the other Prov-
inces and the creditors. It has not and does not propose to arbitrarily violate
its contract with the people who have invested thelr funds in its securlties,
820 long aa the carrylng out of that contract does not @deprive the citizens of
the Province of the public services necessary for their wellbeing and to which
they are entitled. The possibility of such deprivatlon was imminent three
years ago, when under the threat of Interference by the then Dominion Gov-

‘ernment it was avolded by imposing the burdensome 29 tax on wages and

other incomes. If a similar threat should occur again, as it may, I need
scarcely say that the same means of meeting it will not be repeated. : The
solution must be found in other directions,

- The desirability of bringing about an adjustment of interest charges by
negotiation or in some other manner least likely to disturb the credit of the
Domlinlon and of the Provinces has been recognized for at least four years;
and Manitoba h#s conaistently urged collective actlon with respect to it. Up
to the date of the Dominlon-Provineial Conferénce in Decembsr, 1335, no
favorable results had been obtained from our efforts in thia direction. The
Frovincial Government has made heavy reductions in its own expenditures,
its own salaries, and had increased taxes, but no Interest adjustment scheme
on all outstanding securities had been possible of achievement short of arbi-
trary repudiation or default, T ) ’

At the Dominion-Provineial Conference in December, 1935, definlte ap-

_proaches were made and suggestions advanced and approved as fo the manner

in which the Dominion could be of assistance to the Provinces in their interest
commitments. Amendments to the B.N.A. Act to permit this were proposed
by the Dominion and were actually passed by the House of Commons at its

1936 Sesslon, but they were rejected by the Senate,

Prior to this time, however, the Man!toba, Government, by private negotia-
tlons with creditors, had obtained reductions in the rate of intereat on maturing
securities, and {n addition, as a result of the economies effected and the careful
administration given, it had reduced the interest rate on new borrowinga for
refunding purposes on the world market from a rate of 6.78% ln 1932 to a rate
of 3.99 in 1035. ) : ‘

In the situation that now exists as a result of the Senate's decision, tlie
Government of Manitoba, In pursuance of its original policy, asks for a mandate
to take the initiative in bringing this matter before the National’ Committee
ocn H‘Egno recently proposed by the Mlinister of Finance, and to cnece again
press for collective actlon in sécuring a reduction of interest rates. In this
connection, the saving of the credit structure of the Province and of the Dom-

infion is the primary aim we have in mind, A refunding by general consent
at lower rates of interest, after negotiation with representativea of bondholders,
is the ultimate end we hope to achieve,

If no solution satisfactory to the Province on a collective or other basis can
be reached at that Conference, the Province will have no alternative. but. to
face the problem by itself and take such action g it then considers necessary
in the best interests of its people, That responsibility the Government is pre- .
pared to assume, It means no threat to bondholders; it promises no “savings"
of millions to taxpayers; it solicita the confidence of the public.as it seeks to
deal with this impertant mattoer in a8 manner that will result to the credit of
the Province and not to its disadvantage for all time to come.




APPROVAL OF POLICIES

I E.wdm touched upon four matters upon which we seek a mandate from
the people. I shall now refer to five policies upon which we desire your
approval.

1. UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF

Since September, 1830, the problem of providing relief has been a major
one, BSlnee September, 1832, over 80,000 people per year have required state
assistance for food, elothing, or shelter. During the lsst five and = half years
$40,000,000 has been required to meet this need. Of this large sum the Prov-
ince supplied somewhat over one-third and the Municipalities somewhat less
than one-third. The money was spent for direct relletf, for certaln works,
for re-establishment of some familles on farms and for bonusing the employ-
ment of men on farms. In these ways and with thess expenditures, & minimum
of material needs has been provided for those requiring it.

These plans are obviously not a satisfactory permanent solution of unem-
ployment. They are, at best, temporary expedients. The only satisfactory
remedy for unemployment fas employment.

Employment may be given as it always hasg been in the past by private
and co-operative enterprise, or it may be provided in oEo—.ﬂmnoﬂ cases by the
Government,

It msumowﬂmuw_.ﬂ‘mu.m to be given by the Government to all needing it,
it would cost $25,000,000, a year, bout three and one-half timea the present
cost. The public has given ample evidence that it would net atand for any
such large expémditure for this or any other purpose, In any case, such a
policy would not be wise even If the public would permit it, because the
work done would be, to some extent at least, unnecessary and unproductive
and uneconomie, even if beneticlal in some reapects.

. The direction of our policy for the future will therefore be along the
following :umm.

.C.u 20 individual who ias ﬂ.::um_. and able to work, or hiz dependents,
ghall. be obliged to go without food, or nuogom_ or shelter;

{(2) Direct relief, where necessary, will be E.oﬁ.um.w.dcﬁ at the lowest
possible cost consistent with the malintenance of health;

(3) Governmental work shall be undertaken only in limlted ameount and
only in projects that can be justified on the basais .of community need,
developmental value, or self-liguidating character.

(4) Bonusing labor to take work in economically sound activities will he
encouraged in preference to spending government monhey on other
than essential public works, Thig applies as far as the Province is
concerned to labor for farms and to the Farm Settlement Scheme
now in operation. In the Federal fleld it applies to labor on railway
and other work. ‘ :

(6) Re-establishment of confidence in business and industrial enterprise,
go that all legitimate business and industry, whether of a co-operative
or private character, will be warranted in taking on moere employees
and thus enable the aoEﬁ.EEnq to steadily approach a state of maxi-
mum employment.

10

A maximum of confidence will give 3 maximum of jobs and necessi-
tate a minimum of cost for insurance against loss of jobs. In that
direction les the sanest way out of our unemployment problem. It
is the direction we shall continue to take.

(6) As to the financing of relief costs, the Government will preas upon
the Dominion the necessity of its carrying a larger proportion of this

. expenditure and will pass on to the Municipalities an equitable ghare

of any such increase, .

(7) As to Unemploymeént Insurance, this can be unmﬁmmn and must come;
but Unemployment Insurance is not a H.mn.mn% for Unemployment.
It is, like unemployment relief, the heavy price society will pay for
any failure to provide employment.

2. _um<m_.01>>mz._. OF PROMISING INDIGENOUS
INDUSTRIES

The annual inerement of material wealth in any state is measured by the

gmount of its annual! production and the uﬂ_ow received for that erﬂou which
is exported.

Agriculture has been in the past and is today, the chief bagis of our material
wealth. This industry, through no fault of. #ta own, has been forced to re-
trench in recent years. It does mnot produce as much as it did, it has less
acreg in crop than it had, and it is recelving for its export mEéEm less than
it formerly did. The gimple truth is that agriculture as a wealth producer in
Manitoba has been going backward in recent years.

In the last seven years the value of Manitoba's agricultural U-.ondnﬂob
has averaged some §$50,000,000 a year legs than in the seven years previous.
Agriculture in Manitobs, through no fault of farmers, has become unprotfitable
under the stress of the present conditions and 1s steadily contributing lesa and
legs to our natlonal wealth, Some other native resources, on the other hand,

_have, in these years, been found capable of profitable development.

bﬂwmaﬁnnﬁﬂo must be aided to regain its economic health, otherwise grass
will scon grow on the streetss-of Winnipeg and the long line of unemployed
will goon stretch to lengths not heretofore contemplated. At the same fime,
we must not.let other opportunities go ungrasped: It i1g in the interest of
the state that every other resource that promises economlc returns, be de-
veloaped and made to contiribute to our material welfare. Among theee are
mining, water powers, forests, Em&:pw and nE.n

The tourist industry is m.Ec deserving of encouragement, m.#uo.nmw aside
from its road programme, the Government haas not found :. possible to assist
in this activity as much as It would hawve liked.

va.qmmbowmncnm.wﬂoﬁanum»umuoﬁuoﬂw_mno.Hﬂmm#uoﬂeowmnmn.uimﬂu‘
to the other native resources. .

MINING 4

Since the present Government came into office, and largely as a result of
itg initiative, the production of metalics has Increased from $3,239.00 to 1015
million dollars per year. ‘The total wealth production from metalics and non-
metalics has increased from 2% millions to over 12 milliong in the game period.
This development has provided an impetus to business, It has ihcreased the
number of jobs available. It now contributes more in annual wealth pro-

11




duction than does the whole live stock Industry of Manitoba, more than the
dairy industry, and three times as much a8 the poultry industry. It has poesi-
Lilities of much furthér development in the public interest. We purpose en-
couraging its further development by co-operating in providing transporta-
tion facilities, by stabillzing taxation at the lowest practical rate possible, by
surveying and mapping and by the fullest possible co-operation with pros-
pectors.

‘WATER POWERS

The potential value.of Manitoba’s water powers is acarcely yet appreciated,
The output of hydro power has quadrupled since 1922, Figuring itg average
value to consumers as a manufactured product at 6 /10¢ per K.W. hour, it has
increased in value from some $1,800,000.00 to $6,600,000.00 since the year the
present (Government assumed office,

The present annual value is more than that of the forest industry, the
tishing industry and the fur induatry combined. The consumption dropped
off some since the depression commenced, but promises to be higher this year
than ever before. The utilization of hydro power is belng encouraged in
industries and homes In the larger cities, by the Provincial Hydro in other
centres, and by mining enterprise in the North, It may be noted in passing
that §,0000,000 widely distributed undeveloped horsepower vyet remain to
challenge the initiative and enterprise of the community.

FOREST RESOURCES

Manitoba's forest resources contribute now some $3,600,000. per year .in
value of lumber, pulpwood, rallway ties and cordwood. Before the decline
in the bullding industry, it yielded nearly twlce as much, Its future is closely
related to building construction, to paper manufacturing, the use of raflway
tiea and wood fuel. At present considerably less than the annual increment
is being used each year. The manufacture of paper from wood pulp is pro-
ceeding agaln at Pine Falls. This industry was a welcome addition to the
forestry group and its operation at full capacity is hoped for at an early date.
The industry is having sympathetic consideration along the line of conserva-
tion and development, but aside from pulpwood and paper manufacture, they
do not, at the moment, promise major opportunities for increased employment
or for increased wealth production. L ’

However, present methods of conservation and utllization, if continnued,
hold promise for large increase in employment and production, with a stabil-
jzed Industry of three times the present output. : .

FISHING

Fishing is a million dollar Industry which employs for portions of the
year some 4,000 men., The total production increased from less than $1,000,-
000.00 in 1922 to $1,750,000.00 in 1930 and then dropped back:to $1,250,-
000.00 last year, - . N - ) ’

The major problem js one of markets, This has received the personal
attention of the present Minister, with the result that considerable progress
has been made in getting better prices.

Cohservation ls assuming importafnice aa the supplies diminish,’ This year,
the Government is building three fish hatcherles in the three largest lakes,
to help keep the lakes and stteams of Manitobd replenished with whité fish
and pickerel. Fish spawn of other varieties is brought in from time to time
tor distribution in the smaller lakes. HJ thege ways and by careful regulation
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of the catch and by establishing definite fishing seasons, as well as by in-
creased reproduction, it is planned not orly to preserve the: industry but to

build 1t up to the maximum consistent with the markets—home and foreign—
that can be secured,

FURS

The fur industry produces over $1,000,000.00 in annual wealth. It dropped
to less than two-thirds of a milllon after 1829 but now is approximately one
and a guarter million dollars. Conservation is the chief problems over large areas
but development is the chief necessity in some. The Saskatchewan River marsh
lands, comprising nearly 2,000,000 acres, offer perhaps the greatest opportunity
for profitable development. It has been demonstrated that by intelligent planning
in this area alone the value of the Province's annual fur catch can be doubled,
The Government Is this year commencing a development project of a part of this
area. It 18 confidently expected that it will result in providing the means of full

subsistence of 1,000 or more trappers, where now only a few score get a meagre

return from a few week’s work each yeayr.

3. PREVENTIVE REMEDIES FOR HUMAN AND
INDUSTRIAL ILLS

The production of materinl wealth 1s an essential function of society.
But {t ought not to be the only economiec aim of the people. It ia as _Evounwmﬁ
to save what is produced as it is to produce more; and it i3 to soclety’'s
advantage that human waste and loss of life, as well as material waste, .dm
kept at the lowest possible minimum.

. It is estimated that the economic waste each year due to illness, accidents,
tire, strikes, unnecessary bankruptcies and erime exceeds the present annual
value of Manitoba's crops.- The human waste is an additional loss.

Human illness through loss of time and money outlay Ig said to cost the
people of Manitoba $20,000,000.00 per year, or as much as the present income
to farmers from live stock and dairy Industries combined. .

Accidents to workmen cost the organized industries of Manitoba & million
ﬁoumﬁn a4 year and accidents In other industries probably cost more to the
individuals affected. The economiec waste resulting from accidents is there-

fore, more than the output of the fighing Fn—“.:#ﬂw and the fur industry com-
bined. ’ . ’

Strikes and labor disputes constitute another large item of iwmnm to the
community, Bankruptcies, due to unfair competition of conecerns using labor
at unfair rates of pay for long hours, constitute another loss. The cost of
crime and control of criminals is in the same category.

Preventive measures In every one of these lines have heen in process of
development for many years. It is now clearly recognized by every well-
organized society that a well-planned programme of preventlon, prosecuted
with energy by the Government and accepted generously by the public, goea
& long way toward lessening these losses. Such a programme has been in
process of development ln Manitoba for meny years. It i3 being exténded
more and more by the Government for the reason that in all these lines,
prevention .OH disease, and accidents, and fire and other casualtles Dnn..alam
is_far more economical to society than the cost of attempts to cure them
after they have occurred. .
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Qur public health services during the past fifteen years have not only
reduced the death rate from diphtheria by 90%, from typhoid fever by 76%,
infant meortality and maternal mortality by 40% and tuberculesia by 25%, but
these services have also cut down the loss of time from work and thereby
increased the earning power of all those affected.

Accident prevention work In connection with our industries and through-
out the whole field of human activity, including the automobile traffic on our
roads, is slowly but steadily reducing the economic waste from accidents as
well as infuries and loss of life from them.

Loss by fire has been steadlly reduced from $3,200,000.00 in 1924 to
$1,000,000.00 in 1935, or from $4.91 per capita to $1.40 per cepita.

Strikes have been lessened by falr-wage and minimum wage regulations
and by improvement in the health and sanitary conditions required by prov-
incial statutes and municipal regulations.

Bankruptcies due to unfair trade practices are being leasened by enforce-
ment of modern labor and other legislation,

The detection of and punishment for crime continues to levy its heavy
toll of cost upon the community, but considering the times through which
we are passing, the record in Manitoba has been one of steady improvement.

The CGovernment seeks from the electorate not only the endorsation of
its general approach to these problems, but it seeks also the generous co-
operation of the public in redueing to the minimum this large waste of human
and natural resourcee.

4. MAINTENANCE OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
OTHER PUBLIC SERVICES

The cost of health, education and other public services, such as Mothers’
Allowancées, Child Welfare, Hoapitalization, the care of the aged and the care
of the mentally afflicted ls a heavy ome for the community. The cost of
-neglecting these services would, in direct ways, be much heavier upon the
community. The question for the Government to decide iz, where, in the
beat interest of the public, is the line that most closely ‘approximates the
minimum needs of the community for these smervices and the minimum cost
of them to the community?

The Manitoba Government now contributes $6,600,000.00 a year out of
its $8,000,000.00 of controllable expenditures for these services. The Labor-
(.C.F. political group says this Is far too little, and they have meverely
censured the Qoqmwdnnmun.m programme on this ground in recent years. The

present Conservative party hints that these gervices cost too much, but dares.

not face the public with specific proposals for reductions. i

The Goverament has tried In its policles. to meet essential needs at a
pilnimum cost. It takes the pesition that while neither prodigality nor ex-
travagance can be tolerated, a basic minimum of service ‘must be provided.
The public must reach its own conclusion as to the wisdom of the Govern-
ment’s policies. In reaching it, however, it is respectfully suggested, that there
be kept in mind the fact that the Labor-C.C.F. grolp would increase these
cxpenditures, while apparently the Conservative group would decrease them.
1t would thus seem that a middle course such &s we have beea following is
in accordance with the view of the great majority of ‘the people.
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5. RESTORATION OF CONFIDENCE IN LEGITIMATE
ENTERPRISE .

The Government believes it to be in the vrdzn interest,
Wﬁ every .H.mmmou—m.u_m means, proposes to aid in the nmmnouwﬁo.u
n all legitimate enterprise whether of o private or co-operative

and therefore, .
of confidence
character.
Personal and corporate and co-operative mﬁﬂmwunﬁmm
public ownership and public service, _
of the jobs available in Manitoba.
all those now out of employment
$25,000,000.00 a year,
to a condition of contid

as distinguished from
has provided and s providing over 90%
Mn the wﬂﬁw&uﬁmnn is not to give jobs to
at an additienal cost to the ta
then all other legitimate enterprizse must UMﬂNMMM.MﬁMM
ence if we are to expect it to provide new jobs,
o mﬂwﬂﬂmwwﬂu be kept down to the lowest possible point; social experiments
e u : or costly nature must be avolded; contracts must not be
ghtly broken; and the threat of. communistic teaching must be answered
by .m:ow an expression of confidence in a sane programme gs SuE encourage
legitimate enterprise to again accept its rightful place as an employer. e

In this connection public ownerghi

wherever it can serve the communi
enterprizse, :

P has ita place and ig to be encouraged
ty better than private or co-operative

But if the alleged advantages of i
publie ownership are to be given to eve
section of the industrial and business world, and denied to agriculture ZMM
result can hardly fail to be a further deepening of the digtress in rural m..u.mm.m.
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