This party platform is part of a historical collection that was originally collated by D. Owen
Carrigan. This unique collection was published by The Copp Clark Publishing Company in 1968 as
a book entitled Canadian Party Platforms 1867-1968.
We wish to sincerely thank Pearson Ed, the new owners of Copp Clark Publishing Company, for
graciously accepting to help preserve this historical document through the POLTEXTwebsite for
consultation and use by researchers and students of Canadian history and politics.
Please cite this document as follows:
Progressive Conservative Party of Canada. (1949). « The Sydney Post-Record ». ln D. Owen
Carrigan. 1968. Canadian Party Platforms 1867-1968, Toronto, ON: The Copp Clark Publishing
Company, (187-193).

Cette plateforme

politique provient d'une compilation

Carrigan. Cette collection

historique effectuée par D. Owen

unique a été publiée par The Copp Clark Publishing Company en 1968

sous le titre Canadian Party Platforms 1867-1968.
Nous souhaitons remercier très sincèrement

Pearson Ed, les propriétaires

actuels de la Copp

Clark Publishing Company, d'avoir accepté que ces documents historiques soient conservés sur
le site internet de POLTEXTafin que les chercheurs et les étudiants de politique et d'histoire
canadiennes puissent les consulter et les utiliser pour des fins de recherche.
Prière de référer au document de la façon suivante:
Parti progressiste-conservateur
du Canada. (1949). « The Sydney Post-Record». ln D. Owen
Carrigan. 1968. Canadian Party Platforms 1867-1968, Toronto, ON: The Copp Clark Publishing
Company, (187-193).

-

CAMPAIGN

[The Sydney Post-Record,

May-June,

1949]

HEALTH INSURANCE

The LiberaIs' aim is a nation-wide contributory
health insurance plan which will end, for everyone, the tragedy of inadequate health care and the
financial strain of lengthy illness.
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TRANS-CANADA HIGHWAY

The government will be ready to contribute to a
Trans-Canada highway just as soon as agreement
is reached with the provinces. "It probably is
desirable in the national interest to have a connecting link from coast to coast."
TRANSPORTATION

PENSIONS

OId Age Pensions and pensions for the blind
have been steadily increased by the Liberal government. But it isn't stopping there. Its aim is a
nation-wide plan of contributory pensions which
will help everyone to enjoy a comfortable and
secure old age-automatically
and as a right.

There is "an immense amount of work to be
done in the modernization of our railways and the
improvement of other transportation facilities to
bring ail parts of Canada more closely together
and to link us more closely to our natural export
markets."
RAILWAY UNION

HOUSING

The Liberal government is ready to help solve
the low-rental housing problem and has offered its
cooperation to provinces and municipalities.

"Liberals want neither the sort of railway union
advocated by the C.C.F. nor the kind the Progressive Conservatives secretly want."

NATIONAL SECURITY

The Atlantic Pact against aggression and war
has the complete support of ail LiberaIs.

Progressive Conservative Platform
of 1949

A

[The Sydney Post-Record, June 9, 1949]

NEW

MANDATE

"We are asking you now for a new mandatea mandate to continue to work for peace and
security, for trade and prosperity, for full employment and social security, for complete recognition
of Canadian nationhood and the development of
ail aspects of our national life."
T AX REVENUES

"The Liberal Party aims at the widest possible
distribution of the good things of life and one of
the most effective approaches to this is to ensure
that the great sources of tax revenues . . . . are
not monopolized by two or three of the wealthier
provinces. "
DrSLOYALTY

"There are two ways to fight the enemies of
freedom in our country and we have stern
measures against those who are proven traitors
and those who actually foment disorder, but we
shan not turn prosecution into persecution and
we should be careful not to lose our freedom trying to save it."

1 have now visited ail ten provinces since Parliament was dissolved. ln one thing there is widespread agreement throughout the whole of Canada: it is time for a change. The important thing
for aIl Canadians to decide between now and June
27th is what that change will be. On earlier
occasions over the radio 1 have put forward sorne
of the reasons why a change is so necessary if we
are to restore Parliament to the people and lift the
burden of taxation and arbitrary con trols from the
shoulders of those who are doing the work of the
nation in ail their many daily tasks. At this time,
with the election four weeks away, 1 would like to
review sorne of the major details of the Declaration of Policy which was drafted and unanimously approved by the delegates of our Party
from every constituency in Canada and representing every occupation. 1 have already referred at
different times to many of its details. This is no
hastily-drafted election manifesto. It is not my
statement of policy, or statement prepared by any
group or committee. It expressed the unanimous
opinion of delegates from every province who met
in Ottawa from September 30th to October 2nd
last year.
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Details are embraced by the three words which
interpret the purpose of the undertaking we give
to Canadians: Opportunity ; Security , Freedom.
Those words constitute no meaningless, time-worn
slogan. They represent the broad purpose of a
dynamic and progressive plan of action which we
have placed before you as a convincing reason
why you should support the Progressive Conservative candidate in your own constituency, no matter
what party you have supported in the past.
May 1 quote the very first words contained in
that Declaration of Policy: "Freedorn is one and
indivisible. If economie freedom is lost, political
freedom will be 10s1. Economie freedom is the
essence of competitive enterprise, and competitive
enterprise is the foundation of our democratie
system. Ail history shows that competitive enterprise provides the maximum of production and
therefore the maximum of social security. For
those reasons we affirm our belief in the principle
of economie freedom. Economie freedom will
promote th rift, foster and encourage the qualities
of self-reliance, industry, and initiative which have
brought this nation to its present enviable position.
It will preserve and improve our standard of
living."
With that statement, and believing in freedom
as we do, we have also undertaken to make the
necessary amendments in our Criminal Code to
deal effectively with those who are working to
establish a Communist dictatorship here in Canada. ln the name of freedom we do not intend to
permit treacherous, anti-Christian agents of that
evil tyranny to destroy the freedom for which
Canadians paid so great a priee, We also betieve
that our constitution must be respected and observed to preserve national unit y and also to make
secure our own freedom by those wise balances of
a~th?rity between the. dominion and the provincial governments which were devised as a check
on the concentration of power in the hands of the
national government. Believing that the strongest
basis of freedom is the encouragement offered free
people to better their own condition by saving
from what they earn and building a home as the
centre of the family life, we are opposed to a
system of taxation which makes it difficult to save
even with the present relatively high earnings.
1 take this opportunity to review sorne of the
major features of our policy with particular
reference to three words: opportunity, security
and freedom.
OPPORTUNITY
First let me refer to the word 'opportunity'. The

Progressive Conservative Party will assure opportunity to all our people by:
A

BOLD AND PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Canada is on the threshold of her greatest
period of development, if a vigorous govern ment,
with faith in the future is given the opportunity
to bring into production the immense resources
which we possess in every part of Canada. While
the vast areas of the North challenge our vision
and our courage, there is no part of Canada where
there are not new opportunities of development
if we provide the electric energy and other sources
of power which will encourage new industries and
new types of agricultural production which can
make every part of Canada more productive in the
years ahead.
Our national development programme will
coyer the development of power, oil, coal, mineraI
resources and the transportation facilities necessary for their full use. ln particular we will establish (a) a National Development Advisory Council in co-operation with the provinces; (b)
establish a National Power Authority to co-operate
with the provinces in the technical examination of
possible power development and in the actual
development of electric power at cost; (c) undertake the commencement of a joint conservation,
irrigation and power project on the Saskatchewan
River; (d) encourage the development of power
in the Maritime Provinces from coal as weil as by
other means; (e) promo te the development of the
great iron ore resources of our country aud the
establishment of greatly expanded steel industry
within Canada; (f) stimulate the development of
petroleum and other mineràl resources in cooperation with the provinces by taxation and fiscal
policies which will encourage the investment of
risk capital; (g) institute a vigorous programme
of water conservation, reforestation, flood control,
irrigation and drainage schemes throughout the
whole of Canada for the reclamation of unproductive land and the preservation of our soil, and
along with other similar activities in co-operation
with the provincial governments; (h) establish a
positive programme of marshland reclamation and
development; (i) take effective steps at the earliest
possible date to co-opera te with the provincial
governments in building the Trans-Canada High:-vay and feeder roads, which will not only greatly
increase our transportation facilities, but also help
to open out the vast possibilities of the tourist
business in every part of Canada; (j) rem ove the
discrimination in freight rates between the several
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geographical areas of Canada so that ail sections
of our country may receive the full benefit from
the development of our great resources; (k) deal
effectively with the special transportation problem
of Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, Cape
Breton and Vancouver Island; (1) take the necessary steps to proceed with the development of the
power and waterways project on the St. Lawrence
River.
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Bretton Woods agreement and seek such modification of those agreements as are necessary to
permit our dollar to assist our external trade in
the normal way; (d) open negotiations immediately for the purpose of making the dollar and
pound convertible, so that we may open and expand our lost overseas markets in the sterling
area.
REDUCTION OF TAXES

EXPANSION OF ThADE

The ultimate value of ail our deveJopment depends upon the distribution and sale of what we
produce. Because of our tremendous producing
capacity we are one of the world's great exporters.
The external markets for our surplus products
contribute very largely to the pay envelopes which
buy the food, clothing and other necessities in
every Canadian home. Look around you in your
own home now. The things you have depend upon
that overseas trade, no matter what your occupation may be. Overseas markets have been lost, and
our trade is dangerously threatened by the government's foolish trade and monetary policy. As our
trade with Britain and other overseas markets are
lost, Canadians are being reassured by the volume
of our exports to the United States. We believe in
increasing our exports to the United States to the
highest possible level. We believe that ail Canada's exports can be, and should be, tremendously
increased. We know, however, that disastrous
results would follow any attempt to depend excJusively upon exports to one nation no matter
how friendly that nation may be. The loss of our
trade in wheat, lumber, fish, apples, dairy products
and the other things that we have been shipping
overseas means more th an a mere question of
dollars and cents. It means a loss of business on
the railways, in the seaports, and on the ships
which have been carrying this trade to the world.
It would dislocate our whole internaI trading
organization and force serious readjustments of
employment with our rail ways and other transportation services. The Progressive Conservative
Party pledges itself to adopt every practical means
to expand our internaI trade with the United
States and with all other nations where we can
sell what we produce. By reciprocal trade agree-ments we will promote and expand our trade overseas and also with the United States. Particularly
we will (a) remove all abnormal trade barriers
imposed by way of Iicense, quota, or embargo;
(b) remove the arbitrary provisions of the Foreign
Exchange Control Act; (c) re-value the Canadian dollar within the limits permitted by the

The greatest encouragement to work, production
and trade is the opportunity to receive a fair return from which money can be saved for our
families, our homes and provision for the future.
Even with high eamings today, our present tax
system is making it difficult to save and is greatly
mcreasmg the cost of everything we buy. Reduction of taxes and sweeping reforms in our
system of taxation are necessary to encourage
initiative and reward hard work. With that in
mind, the Progressive Conservative Party has
undertaken to: (a) increase the personal income
tax exemption to at least $2,500 for a married
pers~n, and to at least $1,250 for single persons;
(b ) mcrease the exemption for dependent children
?y $200; (c) lower the general rate of personal
mcome tax; (d) allow deductions to farmers for
work done by members of the family who share
the work of the farm; (e) end the persecution of
our people by tax-collectors acting under arbitrary power; (f) encourage development and improvement of small businesses operated by the
ow?er .by a1J?wing proper exemption for money
which 1S put into the improvement of the business
and not paid out in profits; (g) provide for a
graduated reduction in taxes on other small businesses upon the portion of the income left in the
business for further development and consequently
fo~ the increase of employment; (h) abolish
nuisance taxes and make substantial reductions in
general sales and excise taxes on necessities.
SECURITY
The Progressive Conservative Party assures
security to ail Canadians by the following Declaration of Policy.
SECURITY OF EMPLOYMENT

We believe that the greatest assurance of employment in Canada is based upon the fullest
development of our resources which will create
new employment across the whole country and
increase the domestic markets for all that we pro-
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duce. ln addition to the discovery and employment
of new resources, the remarkable scientific developments of the past few years have greatly
widened the use we can make of aIl the resources
we possess. ln co-operation with the various provincial governments we will explore every possibility of expanding the opportunities for work by
encouraging new types of production.
CONTRIBUTORY SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAMME

The Progressive Conservative Party puts forward a contributory social security programme
providing tbe following benefits amongst others:
1. Believing that provision for our senior citizens at a lever of payment which will give them
a feeling of independence in their retiring years is
essential, we have stated that we do not believe
that old-age pensions should be regarded as a
favour, but should be a right and that no charge
should be made on suçh property as has been
saved during their working years, nor should
there be any enquiry as to whether sorne money
is being earned by the person receiving the pension. We believe that the laws of the country
should not discourage saving during the working
years and such work as our people wish to do
in their old age. For that reason we provide for
old-age pensions at 65 without a Means Test.
2. Unemployment Insurance benefits will be
extended to incIude payments for time lost due
to accident or sickness.
3. Adequate medical and hospital care will be
provided for our people under a national health
programme which will also incIude the most extensive preventative heaIth services.
4. The same family aIlowance will be paid for
every child, no matter how many children are in
the family, and the nutritional and other services
for our children will be greatly improved.
These, and other provisions incIuded in our
programme, will be worked out in co-operation
with the provinces, so that the highly-skilled and
experienced public welfare services of the provincial government will be available.
AN EFFECTIVE PROGRAMME FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF HOMES

1. Loans and priorities will be made available
to those who desire to build their own homes.
2. Low-cost housing can, and will be provided
under plans approved by the dominion, provincial
and municipal governments which will be administered by the municipalities. 3. The cost of
building homes can be reduced by encouraging

new types of construction. What is causing so
much concern to our people at present is not
only the shortage of housing accommodation, but
also the excessive cost of smail homes, particularly
those required by our young people starting out
in life. ln this respect 1 might point out that while
1 was Premier of Ontario we introduced a Housing Act in regard to which the officiai publication
of the Canadian Legion had the foIlowing to say
and 1 quote from their editorial: "Veterans everywhere will accIaim the new housing legislation
recently enacted in the province of Ontario. ln
this new housing legisJation the Ontario government is blazing new traiIs, out of which might
materialize the lorig-awaited, over-all plan for the
successful solution of the housing problem in
every part of the dominion, which the Legion has
been pressing for so hard ever since the war
ended." The effect and application of this Act was
necessarily limited by the overriding authority of
the dominion government, which restricted supplies for building homes by their restrictive regulations. We will remove those restrictions and the
principles of that Act to which 1 have referred
can be made effective in the wider field by constitutional agreement between the dominion, provincial and municipal authorities who must aIl
play their part in solving this very urgent problem.
SECURITY FOR OUR FARMERS

Our programme sets out a very complete statement of policy in regard to stability of income
for our farmers. 1 will refer to sorne of the more
important provisions: 1. We undertake to enact
floor-price legislation based on the following
principles: (a) A definite formula in the Farrn
Priees Support Act for arriving at floor priees,
(b) This formula will aIlow for variation in production and demand for individual products. (c)
Floor priees will be announced weIl in advance of
the production period. (d) The floor priee will
be arrived at in consultation with representative
producers.
We favour the restoration of the Canadian
Wheat Board Act of 1935 to serve as a marketing
agency for wheat producers. We are in favour of
coarse grains as weIl as wheat being handled on
a voluntary basis by the Wheat Board. We assure
that producers themselves will decide the method
by which their wheat will be handled and sold.
This statement of policy, and it is an emphatic
statement of policy, is based upon our belief that
marketing boards, representative of producer organizations should, and will, determine their own
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method of marketing. The Wheat Board and all
similar producers' boards, will be made up of
producers themselves and not be mere agencies of
sorne department of government.
3. We will establish a board of Iivestock commissioners.
4. We wiII extend the activities of the Federal
Farm Loan Board so that farmers may take advantage of long-term, low-interest rates in the
purchase and development of their farms.
5. We wiII increase the facilities for agricultural
research to explore new uses of agricuItural products for industrial purposes and in co-operation
with provincial Departments of Agriculture conduct thorough studies of contagious animal and
plant diseases to reduce the heavy annual loss
from this cause.
6. ln determining agricultural policy, we will
enIist the co-operation of farmers' organizations
throughout Canada and those specializing in particular types of production, so that aIl administrative as weIl as advisory boards will have
representation of those with expert knowledge of
the subject upon which they will be asked to deal.
These and the other provisions in our agricultural
programme are aIl based upon the belief that the
best interests of agriculture throughout Canada
can be served under the guidance of those with
practical knowledge of each agricultural activity.
SECURITY FOR LABOUR

a) Our national development programme, our
proposed tax reform and our plans for the expansion of trade offer the assurance of expanding
employment in the years ahead. Good working
conditions and satisfactory terms of employment
can be assured best by effective laws governing
labour relations. ln the field of national jurisdiction, the Progressive Conservative Party puts forward a policy based upon the belief that good
working conditions for our people and friendly
relations between workers and management are
not only in the best interests of our workers, but
also in the best interests of every Canadian. We
believe that the position of labour must be constantly improved and that the security and happiness of ail our workers must be protected by legislation which will provide for effective collective
bargaining, determination of the mutual rights of
workers and management, as well as the conciliation and settlement of difficulties which may arise.
With this object in view, we will establish a
National Labour Council which will have equal
numbers of representatives of labour and manage-
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ment. This council will examine and consider the
causes of labour disputes and propose satisfactory
solutions for such problems. lt will also conduct
research into the ways in which labour relations
can constantly be improved.
b ) We will provide for greater representation
of labour on government boards, commissions,
and agencies.
c) We will encourage profit-making plans for
the sharing of profits of workers by such adjustment in taxation and otherwise as will encourage
plans of this kind.
d) We will constantly improve the legislation
providing for compulsory collective bargaining,
certification of labour organizations after a
majority vote, machinery for conciliation of disputes, fair and adequate wages, standard hours
of work having regard to the nature of the industry concerned, and holidays with pay.

WE HAVE ALSO AN EXCELLENT
FOR SECURITY FOR VETERANS

PROGRAMME

We believe that the government of Canada has
no greater responsibility than to make adequate
provision for the young men and women who
served Canada in two world wars. Our Party has
at aIl times insisted that the promises made during the war to those in service should be carried
out in the spirit as weil as the letter of the assurances which were given. Our programme therefore gives the following undertakings to our
veterans:
a) To establish a standing committee of the
House of Commons on Veterans' Affairs which
will regularly review aIl veterans' problems;
b) to retain and constantly improve ail existing
veteran legislation;
c) to eIirninate ail unnecessary delays in dealing with veterans and to simplify procedure;
d) to extend pension benefits to the mernbers
of the merchant navy;
e) to accept as the basis for ail decisions the
medical category recorded on enlistment and to
regard physical condition below that standard
during service as the actual result of military
service;
f) to stabilize the pensions of veterans of the
First World War, providing for upward revision
where the disability has increased;
g) to increase and extend the provision of war
veterans' allowances with an increase in the
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amount that a veteran may earn over and above
the allowance paid.
FREEDOM
Our constitutional freedom is based upon the
democratie principle that the people's chosen
representatives in Parliament are supreme, ~nd
have the final responsibility for ail laws which
affect the rights of our people. This principle is
the corner-stone of ail our freedom. The Progressive Conservative Party pledges itself to put and
[sic] end to statism in Canada and terminate
bureaucratie action by government order-in-council, ministerial proclamation, and departmental
regulation. We will restore responsible government answerable to the elected representatives of
the people. We believe in the widest possible
measure of personal liberty consistent with law,
order and the general national welfare. We are
opposed to ail powers which invest in the government arbitrary control over the rights of the
individual. We pledge ourselves to restore the full
supremacy of the law and the equality of every
citizen under the law. We believe that the closer
government is to the people, the better government always is. We are determined to conserve
the authority of the provincial and municipal
governments over those local affairs which can
best be dealt with by men and women who are
in intimate contact with them. We are strongly
opposed to centralization of legislative and administrative power over local affairs, and to any
breach of the constitutional authority of any of
the provinces under the British North Amerca
Act which made us one nation. On assuming office we will arrange for a dominion-provincial
conference to consider ail aspects of dominionprovincial relations and establish an effective basis
for close and continuing co-operation between ail
the governments of Canada. We believe that national unit y depends upon respect for our federal
constitution and the clear definition of the responsibility of the dominion and provincial governments, with assurance of adequate financial resources to carry out those responsibilities and with
adequate financial resources to the municipalities
to carry out their many very important responsibilities. ln preserving our freedom it is essential
that freedom of speech be fully protected. For that
reason it must be a matter of concern to aH Canadians that the government-owned radio system
which plays such an important role in the exchange
of ideas should have become a propaganda agency
of the government. May 1 emphasize that in my
belief the staff and technical experts of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation are trying to do a

good job under utterly impossible conditions. As
you know, any attempt on the part of the employees of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation to
improve the organization only results in immediate
disciplinary action. The summary dismissal, for
instance, of Mr. Joel Aldred, one of the best
known broadcasters of the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation just the day before Parliament dissolved because he had publicly suggested improvements 'within that organization, is merely an indication of the extent to which free speech is being
restrained by the present government. We undertake to restore freedom of speech over the radio
as weil as otherwise, and to place the supervision
of ail broadcasting in Canada under an independent
administrative body. We further undertake ta
abolish the license fee on radio receiving sets. We
do this because this license fee, which is supposed
to be for the services given by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, is unjustified because there
are many parts of Canada where our people receive no services from the publicly-owned stations.
AlI our freedom and aIl our security depend upon
our national security and independence. For that
reason one of the first resolutions adopted unanimously by our delegates from every province
last October, was an expression of unqualified
support for the establishment of a defensive union
of the Western Powers, which has since taken
form in the North Atlantic Security Pact. Our
support of that policy has at aIl times been stated
in the same words and with the same emphasis
in every part of Canada. The collective preservation of peace and the combined strength of the
free nations now gives increased importance to
national defence and the cfficiency of our defence
forces. We undertake to set up a standing committee on national defence which will keep Parliament and the people inr"ormed regarding the state
of our defences and will also assure the most
effective use of the money we spend for the purpose of providing defence forces.
The points 1 have covered in these remarks are
only sorne of the progressive, practical and constructive policies which will be put into effect by
a Progressive Conservative government. 1 believe
this statement will provide convincing reasons
why you should cast your ballot on June 27th for
the Progressive Conservative candidate in your
own constituency so that the public business of
this great country will be handJed by a strong,
vigorous and progressive government in the years
ahead.
GEORGE DREW

Victoria, B.C., May 30, 1949

