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Abonglnal Albertans are far below
b Standard in the areas of education,
healthcare, housing, community infrastructure,
employment, and delivery of social services. The
Kiein govemment cuts in these areas have put
many Albertans at risk and nowhere is this more
evident than with First Nations, Metis &

Aboriginal people.

| .Alberta' New Democrats support the inherent

right to self-governient, at a pace determinedby

. -the communities involved, and control over
traditional lands. We demand the Federal
Govemment settle the issues surrounding treaty
rights in a fair and just manner and in keeping with
the spirit and intent in which these agreements
- were made.

We will fight for First Nations, Metis &
Aboriginal equality & prosperity in Alberta.

Nw ‘
Demeerais

o resolve outstanding land claims and placea
moraforium on economic development in
disputed areas.

° createaMInistryofAboﬂginalAffairs todeal .-
with critical issues and to work with the
communities to develop programs which
would remove the discrepancy in living con-
ditions between First Nations, Metis &
Aboriginal Albertaxgs and the general popula-
tion

e under—take a review of all statutes and laws

governing wildlife management in the
Province in consultation with those First -
Nations, Metis & Aboriginal peoples, This
would include the creation of both a repre-
sentative based trappers' review board and a
wildlife management board with full powers
to hear, set criteria, and judge validity of
claims made and compensation owed by the
government, oil and timber companies. '




¢ involve First Nations, Metis & Aboriginal
Communities in ongoing environmental

. assessmenits, and monitoring -of projects which
' have an impact on their:traditional lands.

» assure Urban Fisst Nations, Metls & Aboriginal
people fully funded opportunities for educa-
‘tion, employment, and affordable and ade-

quate housing. =

o establish effective: FirstNations, Metls &
Aboriginal-operated social sérvices agencfes and
programs with funding from provinctal
SOULICES, S ,

o create a First Natiqns,, Metis & Aboriginal com-
munity employment program to train and
employ First Nations, Metis & Aboriginal peo-
pleintheirown communlties

' \-‘effeclive self-govemment.

- Alberta New Democrats recognize the hereditary right

of First Nations, Metis & Aboriginal people to their
traditional lands.

- Land settlements must be conducted with a view
to preserving First Natlons, Metls & Aboriginal rights
through the creation of a viable economic and
political base for all First Nations, Metis & -
Aboriginal Albertans including the rlght to establish

Albettak New Détriocrats believelthat thisﬁis'hest
achieved through strong government support of First

- Natlons, Metis & Aboriginal programs and services.




Joining a union is one of the few ways workers can -
gain protection from unfair treatment on the ]ob
\‘ Unlons protect people from unlust dismissal,
discrlmjnatlon, and viola‘l:lon of basic employment
standards. Union menmbers also get better pay -
41.5% more than non-union workers doing the
same job, according to StatsCanada.

Unfortunately, Alberta is the least unionized
province in Canada. Thatk because Alberta has the
worst labour laws in the counu-y Even though
‘wages are up in other provinces and despite the fact
 that Alberta economy s healthier than most

~ the average famﬂy income in Alberta is acmally

shrinking!

-

Pam Barrett and the Alberta New ljem'oérats wil =

defend your right to better pay and fair. txeatment. . .- <.‘binding arblfration during the cruclal

- at work by enacting a fair and balanced system of
industrial relations that is in line with Canadian
standards.

' 'support leglslation that would:

The New
Democrats

'ASSOClatIOH““

“,U: rﬂ‘s *’t

:The ﬂght ofworkets f?to unionize and to engag in
“fre¢ collective bargalning is guarantied by United .-

Nations conventions'and by the Charter of Rights .

.and Freedoms, But in Alberta, this basic democraﬁc
. rlght Is weakenedby laws which allow employets to‘.

..........

& Proteet workets from emploYe‘r’ -nterferefice :
with union organizing drives by grantlng
certification to unlons whenever employer
~-Interference is proven.

. -,Automatlcally recognize any union which
 has thé proven support of the majority of
““‘workers in‘a workplace, -

. "e.Allow newly formed unions the option of

negoﬂatlng of their first contract.
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End povert} m Alberta

" Flght poverty, not the poor

Conservative policy over the past four years has
created a level of poverty never beforeseen in
Abberta. Almost a half a million Albertans including
120,000 children - now live under the poverty
line, - - :

Alberta now has the fourth highest poverty rate in
Canada. Edmonton has the third highest rate of
urban poverty and Calgary has the eighth highest.

To make matters worse, the depth of poverty is
increasing. Food Bank demand across the province
has doubled. In Edmonton alone, one in twenty
people use the Food Bank to feed their familles |
Thousands more are only two pay cheques away
from using it themselves.

* In a province as rich as Alberta, there Is no need for
children to go hungry. Pam Barrett and the New

~ Democrats believe we must fight poverty and put
an end to government policies that punish the
poor. ‘

The Workmg Poor

Alberta has the lowest mjnimum wage ($5 00 per
hour) in Canada. At the same time, the fastest
growing part of the Alberta economy is low-wage
employment. This means more families are
becoming part of “the working poor. * :
Pam Barrett and the Alberta New Democrats would
fight to turn the minimum wage into a living wage.

“'We would also toughen employment laws to make

sure employers treat their workers fairly.

Welfare Reform

The group of people hardest hit by the
Conservative agenda have been families needing

- welfare, Benefit zates have been cut by almost 20%.

The Conservatives have made welfare a trap.

* Reciplents often do niot have telephones,

transportation or proper clothing. Without these
baslc job search tools welfare becomes a dead end.

Pam Barrett and the Alberta New Democrats believe
welfare must lead to work. We would focus welfare
money on providing the tools needed to find
employment. We would also ensure every family
has enough income to cover the basic necessities of -
life,



Child Poverty

The Conservatives have turned their backs on
Alberta’s children. Funding for programs such as hot
lunch programs, headstart programs and child care
subsldies have been cut from 20 to 50 per cent.

Pam Barrett and the Alberta New Democrats will fight
to restore and expand these cruclal programs, We will

also fight for a family benefit that would provide
support to low income families.

Standing up for Albertans

]

There are lots of voices speaking out for wealthy =~
Albertans. The loudest voice of all is the Conservative -

government. Pam Barrett believes the wealthy can -
take care of themselves, What Alberta needsisa =
strong:voice for the rest of us.

The New Democrats will fight for:

* A benefit for all families with children designed
to help cover the cost of raising children,

* A minimum wage that allows families to make
ends meet. - ‘

sStronger employment laws to protect the
interests of low income workers..

sPro-rated benefits for part-time workers.

~eSocial assistance rates linked to the tme cost of '

living, * _
“oLevelsof support that allow soeial asslstance

recipients to get back to work. -

oExpanded children-focused programs such as .
Headstart and School Lunch programs to give
kids living in poverty an equal chance.

s A province-wide child care program that
enmueseveryfamﬂycanaﬁordchﬂdcareif
they need it. ,

| “The Conservah_ves have turned
their backs on average and low-
income Albertans. Alberta needs a

. party willing to stand up for fami-
- lies and chﬂdren living in pover-

ty-”

~ Pam Barrett

Leader, Alberto New Democrats
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Respect, digili and au“_,__ 0Tt

The Consetvative government has attacked senfors
- pro_g_r'am_s claimlng "mﬂlionjaires' can pay thei: own

Decisions affecﬂng seniors are belng taken without
or despite consultation.

The N'ew Democrats will fight to:

* Preserve universality of soclal programs -
haif of older Albertans have incomes below
$14,000; ' ‘

"o Reform the tax system and make it fairer, to
ensure support for important govemment ._
programs; o

o Reject health care user fees ﬂoated by Ralph
. Kléin; -

o Restore the Sentor Renter Assistance Grant
and the Property Tax Reduction Benefit;

» Support a range of housing and support
services so-seniors can live safely in their
own homes; :

Pohaes forfAl b ertaﬁsf?fi

New Democrats ktlow seniors haive worked te'btiild
a strong Alberta. It is unfair to single them out with -
program cuts to pay for govemment mismanage—
ment. o

i -...J‘
.~

e Initiate community-based health care
- alternatives like outreach and wellness
programs and better home care services, to
let seniors live with dignlty' -

o Provide long term care services where -
. -fieeded, day programs for seniors and respite
«care for family members caring for senioss at
home. Eliminate accommodation fees for
. - palliative care;

. Commit to full consultation with seniors on.
all fssues ot concern.




carmg f_or senrors _

‘As otir population ages we must pay special attention  New Democrats will fight to:
to the needs of seniors when we redesign our health

care. S e provide training of personnel who understand,
develop and work wlth the growing seniors
Our system is bursting at the seams. More and more, populaﬁon, Ry 5
. there are waiting lists’arid inadeqiiate‘resources./.5 ; Gk =
Unless measures are taken, this sltuation will get ° develop a oomprehensive system of oommunl- 0
much worse. | Aty supports-for senfors so they'canl férain in”
' R S theirhomesforaslongasposslble

A slrortage of long term care spaces is forcing Alberta
to move toward a community-based system, by virtue e Health care provides only one example of

of limited spaces in the long term care facilities. . where we must reconsider how services are
However, the support system is far from complete and delivered by government. All areas must be’
fundmg levels are grossly inadequate. ; reviewed and innovative ways found to deliver

the same level of service ata lower cost.

1 appreciate how older Albertans over the |
~years have built our province. Marntammg.
necessary programs to assist them now is
not too much for our finances if we act to

- end fiscal mismanagement. All of uswill
reap benefits as seniors continue {0
contribute to life in the province.”

- —Pam Barrett, Leadet
Alberta New Democrats
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Your strongest voice against the cuts
| We re back and we're flghtmg

e're fighting for everyday working
Albertans. We're fighting for quality
.health care and well-funded education.
. We're fighting for good jobs and decent pay. ,

We re fighting to bring a voice back to the
~ Legislature that has been absent for too long.

‘Too -Much Pain

The Klein cuts have hurt all Albertans. Seniors,
students, the poor, the sick -- thousands of
Albertans have seen the underside of the so-called
Alberta Advantage. There§ been a lot of pain ~ but
very liftle gain.

To make matters worse, Premier Klein admits that
he cut without a plan. He has been conducting
major renovations without blueprints, The result
has been unnecessary pain and confusion.

Now Klein is talking about re-investment. But a few
pre-election promises do not make up for years of
brutal cuts. Working families cannot afford to give
the Conservatives another blank cheque to run the
province.

A Strong Opposition
. Albertans want a strong and effective opposition.
They want fiery, passionate representatives who
- will stand up to Ralph Klein. That$ what you get

with Pam Barrett and the New Democrats. You get a
watchdog, not a lap dog.

Fighting For You on Health

and Education

Pam Barrett and the New Democrats offer a cleas,

~ strong voice for working Albertans.

We know that budget cuts have done serious
damage to our health care system. We will fight not
only to defend Medicare, but to enhance it — now
and for the future. Public health care is our.
proudest achievement and our most important
legacy for our children. Its worth fighting for.

We also know that our children$' futures are being
put at risk by cuts to education. We will fight for
high-quality public education — because we believe
its the key to a more secure and prosperous future.




American-style Health Care

The Klein government is allowing for-profit health
care to slip into our system. Pam Barrett and the New
Democrats will fight hard to stop the slide towards
American-style two-tier health care. We will fight to
ensurc thiat ligh-quality health services are available
to all Albertans, regardless of income.

Putting People First

Many people are saying that the recession is over in
Alberta, Businesses are setting record profits and the
provincial government has recorded billion-dollar
surpluses for three years. But job insecurity is still
high and real wages are still falling.

Pam Barrett and the New Democrats will fight to

ensure than the Alberta economy is working for all
Albertans, not just a handful of wealthy individuals.

Strong Voice, Concrete Plans

Pam Barrett and the New Democrats have vision for
a better Alberta and a plan that puts people first.

The New Democrats will: -

- restore quality in health care by reviewing
health care needs and re-investing in health
services

e stop the spread American-style private health

care by introducing a Medicare Protection Act

" that outlaws two-tier health

* guarantee a better future for our children by
increasing spending on education

* enhance quality and accessibility of post-
secondary education by freezing tuitions and
increasing base fundmg for universities,
colleges and technical schools

* protect young workers by increasing the

- minimum wage and introducing benefits for

part-timers
¢ reduce poverty by puttlng an end to
government pohc:les that punish the poor

Our Pronnse

Tens of thousands of Albertans thmk Ralph Klem and
his government cut too much, too fast. Many of these

people have felt powetless — but that will change
with this election. Pam Barrett and the New
Democrats will be a forceful voice of conscience in
the Legislature. That is our pledge to you. '
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"There has been an important :j

perspective missing in the Legislature. P

‘We need to elect more New Democrats ;
‘to ensure that the provincial economy

is working for all Albertans" .

| S I

1

~Pam Barrett, Leader
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The New Democrat Planf

politlmlpatty‘s lntegﬂtymust:bemeasu:ed In1994, ﬂzeKIelnGovemment’éreated
fQ, " by its commitment to long term ecological - Regulatory Review Tusk Force; Evéty 7=
susta!nabﬂilyratherﬂlan ashortterm envlronmentalteg‘ulaﬂonmtné{mdérattack 5
" Afiscal bottomline. Unfommately, the Klein - preserving only theones forwhich.a 'mmpﬂling bEE

G caseoouldbemade. fIheyviewenvironmenﬁl

ﬁ T R N e

Iastfa]ltheMnlsterofEnvitonment.annmmced PIO - 1
e o o sl of Pohmesto careforﬂl

The Klein Governmiefit15-cirren selllngroffall

pamstaﬁhousmgwhmhmeansg{atstaﬁwm no- 'lheNewDemouatsareoommittedto maklnsme .
longér be readily available for a variety of services = ~Albettd's ecosystems can feedand sustalnour.
such as nature conservation and recreation ., .. . Children and grand-chfldren and provide truelong
tlon. They are determined to-sell off the™" * " temiJobs'for s population. Alberta must play a

Pine Ridge forest nursery in spite of the impottant . . Tole inlmplemenﬂnsﬂle protocols agreed to at

role it plays n the regenemﬂonandstewardshigof _ e Rlo Suthinit in 1992, |

our fomts

As well, the Klein Government ha's ]ust am.'lounmd
plans to privatize the Porest Fighter Unit of Natural
Resources. These changesare part of a package of
sweeping reforms to environmental protectlon in
Abberta,

Post-lt“‘ brand fax transmittal memo 7671 Fi pages » 2_
’ '1%:&( el Boie Fremdaloin

Co. - Co. /U D

. |Dept. . Phonei[ ? 2/_21{/5
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New Democrats believe that ecological sustaﬁlabmty

must permeate all economic
and soclal policy . Human material needs should not
use more of earth resourcesthan -

can be renewed within each gencration. Wastes
produced in meeting needs must not endanger future
generations’ rights to-clean alr, pure water and
productive soll. -Life onieafth Is best pmtectedby
assuring blodiversity recognizing each spectes
contrdbution to the planet’ health. Consequently we
have to view other species not 2s resources for human
wants but as respected members of earth$ living -
family. Human economic security may be assuredby
reducing consumption of umihed resouroces, this. is :
best achlevedbyoommxmltybased oonserva’don

ngfams-
The New Democrats unde:stand that the pattems of .

production and consumption must change for true

sustainability to be preserved, Alberta . wodgiaoes
must become the main focus of activity. Partnerships -
and agreements between employers, workers, trade
unfons and community.groups will be vigorously .
promoted to develop and meet local  targets related to

oconservation;; waste management and. .
pollution. conttol. '

The New Democrats aJso,see the direct reiations
between promoting health and safefy

education programs promioting better understanding
of the vital r0le of workplaces in implémenting both
provincial and national susta!nabﬂity plans for saving
theplanet- Wl

- gvallable technology

. ﬁmdingﬁo:mmmbeﬁme devglopmmtpmoeeds. _

. Nartitern siver BaslnsSudy.

atworkand . . -
environmental protection and would establish public

govemmentswimpmvemmhasgubncmtm‘ ,
| dﬂd@mmmdmgemdmte:ueaﬂnent.

The New Democrats, whether in
overnment or in opposition will;

» Fight for Strict enforcement of existing pollition regulations.
oFsubllshalrandmte:qualltystandudsbasedonbest

o Enact an Environmental Bill of Rights which will guarontee
aocess to environmental
environinental impact assessments, public heating and

minhg,mdmomﬂzedmwlﬂﬂnwﬂdm areas,q:own )
. forestandmaermwpm S e '
.Endo:seﬁegoalsofﬂehdangeredﬁpmcampaignofme
World Wildlife Fund.

OPrombe&leOmadianHedtage

Riva:s Charter a.ndﬂle
resolutionby the Environmental Advisory

Committeeon ﬁe

o Protect workers who reportmﬁmnméitﬁlviolaﬂonswiﬂl
'whisﬂeblowe:a‘l@shﬁon. .

o Pxomo’oeeoo—tmtﬂsmandoﬂletgrgm]obueaﬂoninlﬂaﬁm _

° PromoteReduoe,Reme, Recydeptogramsto:educelandﬁn

® thttolimitmﬂﬁioﬁsofgreenh ouse gases
meeﬂnginm&onalpmbooolsfomrudwaherponnﬁon.
ommhmﬁymmmmlﬁsbymﬂdngwiﬂzhml

Y
HE-SRE ‘.:.-:.-.E'

V_L.AlbatmswanttosceAIbﬂtaplayaleadingmlewIm s L
ﬂ;éfpmrb:aeshmee(ﬁtgwoﬂdtm‘msetatm 1992 - R
goﬁ:gﬁﬂwoppositedirwﬁon by elitl- ‘
nating enforceable standards and environmental pro-

Govemmmtis

theKlein' -

grams. It's timne to stop the rapid dacline ofservices and

aim for posiﬁv'e altematives

- Pam Barrett; Leader
The New Democrats
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The provlncial economy is boomlng, but many S This is not the ivay fo build‘a_p‘rosoejroos Alberta _
Albertans arent enjoying the benefits of increased where our children can have a real future.
economic growth. Many of the jobs belng created are

low-wage temporary orcasualposiﬁons R What dO

Acco to Statistlos Canada ﬁgumc., a e ho 1
wagoidiixlllilberta have failed to keep up vvviettgginﬂag:)r{ , NeW Democrats PIOPOSE

falling by about 15% in real terms since 1983. When  Figst emg' Iob gfgwﬂl

weekly pald and salaried employees are included, the

?hegline Bmofggﬁc (about 8% o;oce 1983), but e Rebuil d our,H ealth Care an d Educa don
dOWIl rema.ins o ) L syst;?ls tolay'the gundaﬁons for future
A d prospe
Whﬂe some ofthiswage losswasdue to the decljne : an
in world ol prices and two major recessions, the ot 'Cgmtg g?ammmm
policies of the current government have put ﬁ eeds, then put Albétans to woik building
downward pressure on wages. - P
. - thatinfrastructure. ,
When the current government came to power, the . ]I;f:glf thg‘})teptoat rt ovimotengecmh and
provincial economy was emerging from the recession -~ . Ianmﬁg?lasslstalfoe to businesses producing
of the early 90s, Since that time economic growth has 3 ?or both local arid Inferniational n:?arkets
been steady and world energy prices have risen. » Establish Community Bond COrporations to
Nonetheless, in just the first two years of the Klein finance local eoonomic develo ment
governments mandate, real hourly wages feliby a " initiatives, P
almost 6%. If this decline took place during a perlod o Enact legislation to enco
e urage union: penslon
of growth, what will happen the next time the o funds to Invest In the pzovince.

provincial economy takes a down-tum?

During this same period, direct and indiréct taxes
have risen, while public services such as Health Care
and Education have been slashed. No wonder many
Albertaris are feeling the pinch - they are paying
more taxes on less income, and getting fewer public
services for the taxes they pay!




Real jobs, not McJobs...

Employment Standards

Employment Standards leglslation is designed toset .

minimum standards protecting the poorest and least
powerful inembers of the labour force. This usually
means women, and yo" :people- L

Recent trends in the lahour market showr a shift to
conditional, temnarary employment. These kinds of
jobs are frequently low-wage, and lack the benefit
packages associated with permanent full ﬂme

* employment. e __;:

b

P R S

Far from taking action to counter this movetoa
“just-in-time” workforce, the government of Alberta
has adopted the same strategy - replacing full time

" workers with casual'and temporary ,employees
whenever possible. - - - .

Worse yet, the Klein government has threatened to
abandon its responsibility to the working poor by

privatizing employmentstandards'

This is absolutely una:cceptable Mmimum ‘
employmént staridardsare economic human rights.
The government is obligated by international
agreements, including the Labour Side Agreement to
the NAFTA, to protect these rights New Democrats in
the provincial legislatiire wﬂI fesist any and all -
attempts to undérmine government responsihi]ity for
the enforoement of labour standards :

Far from being downgraded, employment standards
- should be strengthened to ensure that women,
students, new Canadians, young people and older
workers are not victimizedby new trends in the
labour market. :

The New. Derrro.,rat Plan for

e Maintain public monitoring and enforcement of
employment standards regulations.

e Enact legislation requiring employers to provide
pro-rated benefits to part-time workers, removing
the incentive to substitute casual and part-time
positions for full-time jobs. -

e Increase the minimum wage to a fair and
reasonable level and index itto the average
lndustrlal wager

yReviggr the exempﬁon ot certaln workers from
" minimum rights and standards provided under the

Employment‘Standards Code. HET
sEnact *Whistle Blower” laws to protect employees
who report violations of employment standards,
environmental regulations, or other laws.
eImplement measures to promiote fairness for -
working women and their families.
sHonour the provisions of all international -

-agreements and treaties regarding the rights of

workers

: 'You can't bmld a prospemus Alberta by attackmgﬁte

wagesandhrmmnnghtsofﬂleworkmgpoor New : .
Democrats will not only fight-against the pnvatrzatron of

- employment standards, we will work o have these
*s(undardssb'engﬂzenedandhnproved!’ S

' --PamBarrett,Leader o
AIberta New Democrats o

“This is a wealthy province. We can
and will work to create real jobs — jobs
that offer decent wages and hope for
the future of our children.” -
— Pam Barrett Leader, .
Alberta New Democrats




The New
Demacrats

Can your famlly afford
‘Amencari-s *;le health | care?

Ly
| The truth about health care m Alberta

‘Since 1993 Albertak annual health care budget has Too DeeE TO 0 Fast
been cut by $550 mllllon, fomlng hospital closures B

and drastic staff reductions. Desplte thesehuge ~ The consequencs °f the cuts have been R
devastating. We are paying more for health care

sﬂll well with health care. They say the cutswere ~ Bovernment came to pow‘er :

" necessary to eliminate fat in the system. Pam’ e 15,000 health care workers have lost their
ts 10bs to
_ Barrett and the New Democra know this is not o over half the hospttal beds iri Edmonton and
troe. : . : - Calgary have been closed creating long
L R L : waiﬂnglists,bedshortagaandcancdlaﬂon
.. ofsurgerles.

' The truth IS that Spending on health ca:e was not - e health care premiumst have risent 2.5 pe;cent
outof control. In fact, per capita health spending g' g:;::lms and other serv[ces have been de-
has been dropplng since 1987. We can still afford ' the walt for cancer blopsy tests has grown ,‘
the kind of high-quallty health care Atbertans .~ (omWodapstooveraweek -
deserve, | Albertans are right to be worrled about the future of

Medicare, Our health care system is in crisls,

heading fast into chaos. .
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 The Fraud of Re-Investment

The Conservatives now claim they have fixed the
problems by “re-Investing" in health, In reality, the
so-called re-nvestment does not begin to solve the
problems. The new money will only hire one nurse
for every 24 who weze laid off. Much of the new
money is going to pay off debts or capltal costs ~

instedd of paying for patient service. And there s no -

_ new money for many areas fee]ing the strain of cuts,
like homecate or physlomerapy o

The Threat of 'IWO-TIEI‘ Health

' The New Democrats will:

-patients and theé public to review the health system

: Medicare coverage to include community-based :

The Conservatives havea plan to privatize Alberta&
health system and bring in an American-style two-tier
health system. By supporting private, for-profit
 Initiatives like Hotel de Health and allowing private
eye clinics to charge patients directly, they are
opening the door to two tier health care - a cadillac
system for the richanda sub-standard system for the
rest of us, -

‘The New Democrat VlSlOIl
forHealth .

‘wealthlest provincés, hizs'oneocf the highest levels of

Develop AItematwe Payment Meﬂtods for Health

~ Medicare more effectlve

Premier Kiein has admitted he has no vlslon for

- health care. His plan is about cuts and American-style
two-tier health, Pam Barrett and the New Democrats

. have a vision for health care that would strengthen
and enhance Medicare and improve service to alt
Albertans. We believe fixing Medicare means being
serious about re—hwestment T

-patiénts through the Alberta Health Insurance Plan.
' appolnted National Fomm on Health.

Restore Quality in Health Care: Medicare needs a
sound, reasoned diagnosis, not cuts without a vision.
Pam Barrett will ask a team of health providers,

and direct where money should go.

Implement a Medicare Protection Act: This Act will
ban all ptivate health clinics in Albetts; preventing
the spread of two-tier health care. It would expand

~ sefvices like homecare, nusing home care and health

_ promotion programs, -
" Elininate Premiyms: Albérta, one of Canada's

health care premiums. Health care premiums are
unfalf to avetage and low-income Albertans. They are
a tax on those who can least afford it.

Care Providers: Doctors ate cutrenitly paid for each
service they perform. This wastes money and does
not encourage healthier Albertans. The New . -
Democrats would put doctors and other health care
providers on salary, saving money and maldng

Credtea Prescription DmgProgram. Drug msts are
the fastest rising health care expenditure, The New
Democrats would create a program to buy cheapes,
generic drugs in bulk and distribute them free to

This approach was recently endorsed by the federally-|

*Who do you trust with the future
of Medicare? The New Democrats
are the only party committed to.
nurturing and protecting Canada’
most cherished social program®

-Pam Barrett, Leader
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Education: Investmg in our Future
The Myth of Ovel-spendmg ;

The Klein governmentdaims that cuts to edumtion thewestemprovmoas p]aowAIbertadwdlastat
funding were necéssaty because of escalatinig costs. ~ $6.09, with Mznitoba at $7.49, Saskatcheswan $6.25,
But the governments ownﬁgumshow this wasnt ‘and British Columbia $757. Ovetall,AJbena s annual
true. In fact, pér capita spending on educationhas - spending per pupil is $937 below the riatiorial average.
beendeclmlngslnoethemid-SOS Overthepast ten Thmlsshameflﬂmapmnceaswea]fhyasmbm '

years, education funding has-never accounted for
‘more than 13 percent of the provincial budget. Most
Albertans would agree that high-quality education for-
our children is worth this klnd oiexpense '

_, What are some. of the oonﬁequences of chronic
Can We Afford It'? Yes, We Can' ‘_‘“_““‘f““““‘g’ Over tie past thrce years: «
e abouit 1500 teach_ing position have been

After rﬁngth:ee successive budget surpluses - eliminated
with this year’ surplus expected to top $2 billion it "  Albérta now has the hlghest student-teacher
- clear we can afford to increase funding for-education. . ratios in Canada -
‘The question is not *Can we afford 1t?* but rather o 64% of teachers haveindicated fewet resoum
' %Can we afford not to?" Pam Barrétt and theNew ~  * are available to help children
Democrats believe education is the best way to o 78% of teachers report a dectease in assistance
guarantee a better future for out chﬂdten o for students with special needs

' - "o 819% of teachers have reported less time with
The "Alberta Dlsadvantage“ in- . ‘dvidualstudents
Educatlon o , e The funding situatlon in Alberta has become so bad

that many schools are being forced to fundraise for

After four years of budget cuts, Alberta ranks in 7th  baslc resources, _‘l:ﬂlte books and computers.

place among Canadian provinces when it comes 0
spending on elementary and secondary education. A
compatison of spending per pupil per hour among




Our Troubled Umversltles
“and Colleges

In the'same way that budgets for primary and
seconidary education have stagnated, so has funding
for our universities and colléges. Conservative -
politicians talk about educating our young people to
" meet the challenges of the "global market." But, so far,
Prernler Kleln has reﬁmedto put his money where his
mouth’ is e

At the same time, tuition fees have doubled (and in:.
some cases tripled) over the past five years, making it
difficult for people from average and low-income
families to get an advanded education: More and -
more students are graduating with dismal job
prospects and staggering personal debt loads. The |
average debt carried by graduating students in. Alberta
]umpedby 35 percent between 1991 and 1995

| anattzm,q Education

Since 1993, the private sector has been maldng
inroads into our public sctiool system. As a fesult of
under-funding; more and more school boards have
hired low-cost,- low-quality contractors fo cleari‘and
maintain their schools. Corporate sponsorships
campaigns are giving business a chance to pitch their
products to students in their classrooms. And

. significant public money is being diverted to finance .
so-called Charter Schools - which 2 are really private
-schoolsallbutlnname. R,

; .i’rovide‘fullaod adequateitmdlng"fmm general ..f

The New Democrat Vision

Pam Barrett and the New Democtats have a vision for
education in Alberta - a vision based on the notion -
that a strong system of public education is the best
investment that we, as a soclety, can make inthe
future,

TheNew Democratswill.

- revenue for all core: eduoutional services

-;Reduceclasssizes . , = <2, sk :
Guardntee Kindergarten progams of the full 475
hours to every child

Frééze all tuition and other fees charged by

 universities, colleges, and technical schools

» Increasé finding from general Tevenue for post-
| secondary educaion -

_. "» Introduce a student loan system which
.Tecognizes the harshness of the jobi market and _‘
the students. ability to repay loans SRR

" o Target help for abotiginal educatlon and those

- with slgniﬁcant barriers {0 school success.-
K Re-examine the'use of tax dollars o fund °
~ Charter Schools
.. @ Discourage privatization ; and unrestrained
- .+ /corporate access to. students ln the pub"lic
~ school system
o Provide adequate funding and support for
"~ students with special needs -
Emphasize consultation and cooperatlon with
all pari:ners in education - _,

LA e

*The question is not: can we afford to increase
education funding? The real question is: can we
afford not to? Education is the key o a more
secure and prosperous future for all Albertans."

-Pam Barrett, Leader .




Tlus electpn vote fqr

e heavlest burden of government -
 economic policles hasbeen placedon -
- women, who eam'less, own less, and -

i\ * comtrolless. Funiding cuts and layoffs have
disproportittiately impacted on womén. The '
majotity of nurses, teachers, and other public sector
workers who have seen their jobs cut, reduced in
hours or contmcted out, have been women.

The Klelngovemment has not created an’.
Infrastruétine of community servicesto. mplace
those services cutior reduced from hospitals; -
‘community care soclal services and sentors’
While the government has talked about

commuiity based-servicis; n-reality these services

are not beingprovided by thecommiunity
organizations but by wortieri gnd-thelr families, The
sefvices cut have forced miore women into the-
position of unpaid care givers,

‘Women must make their voxce

conzit on: election da

The impact of the Kleln government has been a

dramatic increase in women$ poverty.

. Devastating cuts in soclal setvices have left many
. women and children homeless or living in

marginal housing, surviving on meager food

allowances with lmited access to health care and

other services.

. shelter because they became homeless; and £50d 7211

. employment alternatives. " 7

| The New
Demaerals

Teorstfthep r | |

- In fust one Calgary houslng. lsencylastyearovet |

500women and 450 children s6ught emergency: |

banks continue to report - ever-in demands

for thelr services. Drastic clitsin social services have “
estimated 105,000 people cut &om welfaxe toﬂs,

large proportion of which. } ‘
Many women ate forced to I
relationships due to.2 Jzck of éooniom

Dhonid 2

Kielns economic agends has refised to recagnize
the contribution that women have made, and-

‘continue to make, In developing Albertal’ econormy.

Women in Alberta are expected to.contitue. .
performing thelr unpald work while absorblng the
effects of the soclal services cuts, U

- Employment Inequahtles,

Training and Fduication

Tn 1995 Alberta took the shameful ful lead In havlng

the widest wage gap bétween men-and women. in - .
all of Canada. Nearly 3/4 of part time workers are/
women, with jobs that are typically low paying

with few benefits. New Democrats support pay
equity as a required condition for government
contracts and will fight to establish 2 timetable
requiring private companies to move towards pay

equity




{any women juggle child care, housework and jobs.
lew Democrats know that women require flexibllity
 thelr jobs and quality affordable child care. New
lemocrats support one year unpald parental leave,
'b sharing and accessible child care provided by
alned pmfesstonals

fosnen’ economic independenoe very much -
ds on eliminating discrimination in the access
y quauty education and tralning,

fealth and Rights for Women
fomen have been hit hard by cuts to health care. ‘As
ealth care providers, women are the first victims of -
1assive fay offs.. As mothers and family care givers,
1¢y are the first to suffer from poor services and

1adequate support. NewDemocratsuemmmitted
. ‘aboriginal; lmmlgrantanddisab[edwomm P

.-.# Ralse standards fordaycarts, andestablish adaY 7.

y ommunity based health care which emphasize: -
ealth promotion and disease preventlon for women

{s important o support womenS' Jroducﬁve
hoice in the control of their own bocly and health.

ex education and contraceptive counseling are
urrently inadequite and must be enhanced.. The |

ealth care system mustprovide and maintain fully- .

Lmded and rellable abortion: services,

ear of violenoe and harassment are rea! barrlers to
quality. One womar In riine is assaulted by Her
artner. Qne in four 1S sexually assaulted. Sexual |
arassment in- the wotkplace intimidates and holds

somen back from: advancenerit. The New Democrats -

1 committed 10 the provision of fellable fimding for
slsis lines, shelters'and support Services for abuised -
vomen and chﬂdren ‘

‘he Consetvative agenda is indlfferent to the pl[ght ‘
)f womten in marglnalized groups

Yisabled and elderly women have been o
lisproportionately: hurt by cuts to Home Care and
4ids to Dally Living. .

Nomen of colour, aboriglnal women, immigrant
women and lesbians are economically and socially.
impacted by 2 refusal to leglslate pay equity and basic
human rghts.

Young women: face an uncertaln future with nsing
education costs, inadequate minimum wage, and few
prospects for meaningful jobs. -

Alberta New Democrats will:

e Implement pay equity in public and private sectors

e Set a falr minimum wage and equal access to good
jobs

e Create full time work and improve part ﬂme
benefits; -

o Extend unpaid parental leave to one year and .
encourage job sharing;

o Ensure falr representation for women on |
government boards and agencles '

° Reverse cuts in social assistance ‘ |
o Promoteequalaooas toqualttyeducaﬂon LILE
» Provids tralning and educetion opportunities for

care centre- information registry for parents
Encourage ‘medlation In divorces;

» Promote legal educatian to ensure adequate child

- support awards

"« Implement: measurcs for the protection of wormen

from stalkers, and for- -the approprlate senteuclng
and counsellng for battérers - -

e Autornatically deduct chﬂd support payments fram
" income-- . - '
’ dles £

* Grant wiclows, penslon to persons
. marital status e .' -

-« Include the rights of gays and lesbais i the .

Individual Rights Protection Act -

« Support funding of crists lines, shelters and services,
for abused- women and- chlldren ; L

+ Ensure sdfe, affordable housmg

" o [mplement health care reforms targeted to meettng

the needs of women - |

‘» [nclude restrictions on working alone tn the tabour
laws.




The Klein Government Has Made

It Clear..Lesbians, Gays and
Bisexuals will not be gefting

Individual - Rights Protect:on
Leglslatlon.

Kiein and his caucus have taken It upon themselves to
_be the sole arbiters of Human Rights in this province.
The ruling of the Court of Queen’s Bench of Alberta on
the Delwin Vriend challenge was not to thelr. liking so
they appealed . The subsequent ruling of the Court
of Appeal of Alberta and most particularly the
judgement of Justice McClung smacked of interference
and gave the fundamentalist right of Alberta the

ammunition to continue its attack on:the rights of the

: homofbtsexual community of this provmce

This Government is Promotmg Its
‘Own Special lnterests

The Klein government has taken it upon itseff to
uphold the status quo and promote bigotry as a means
of appeasing a special interest. group, the
fundamentalist coalition of Alberta. The reason this
government refuses to include "sexual orientation” in
our Individual Rights Act is because it is
unwilling to "cater* to special interest groups. Is the
gay and lesbian communify of Alberta a special
interest group” and if by the government's own
definition, we are, which of these iwo posiiions is the
government promoting? Aré they listening o special
" interests or not?

How Much Is Klein Willing To
Spend of Taxpayers Dollars To
~Deny Lesbians, - Gays and
Bisexuals Their - Basic Human
Rights.

A challenge by Delwin Vriend in the Supreme Court of
Canada is not going to be cheap. How much money

. is Klein spending on this case? How much money wili

he continue to spend fighting against providing basic

- rights for the citizens of Alberta. it is a reasonable

expectation on the part of the people of this province

that their government ulilize s resources in the

upholding of their rights rather than fighting to prevent
the universality of rights for its citizens.

Same Sex-Spousal Benefits Are
Not Going To Overburden Our
Pragrams.

Public sector employees In British Columbia, Ontario,
Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and the Yukon
already have same-sex spousal benefits.

Challenges are before the courts in Saskatchewan and
Manitoba with amendments expected out of the “read
into" decision of Newfoundland with regard to sexual
orientation. Kis clear that the majority of Canada has
passed legistation in favour of recognition of same-sex

unions and the need to provide basic benefit packages’

to these.unions. Even Revenue Canada has amended

its legisiation by breaking down the tax barriers -

providing exemptions to employers.

Add to this the list of .some of the corporations in
Canada that have found the ovérall costs to their
benefit portfolios to be minimal. Those corporations




with offices in Alberta are hlghllghted

Acadia University * London Life Insurance
* Alr Canada Lotus
* Apple Computer *Mutual Group
* Bank of Montreal Northern Telecom
* Banik of Nova Scolia *NOVA -
Bell Canada Ontario Hydro
B.C. Hydro Ontario Institute for Studies
*GBC in Education
* Canadian Alrlines Oracle Corporation _
* City of Edmonton Oxfam s
* CUPE (National) . *8ears Canada -
CUso * Shoppers Drug Mart
Dathousle University _ * Sun Newspapers
. Disney Cotp * Toronto-Dominion Bank
* Dow Chemical * University of Aberta
* Edmonton Sun University of BC
Falconbridge Ltd. University of NB
- Globe and Mail Vancouver (City of) |
* [BM Canada
. *Imperial O Canada
Levi Strauss

The Klein Moral Majonty Do Not
Want Gays and Lesbians Ralsmg
Foster Chtldren

As recently as January 13, 1997, the Minister of
-Alberta Family and Social Services, the very moral
Stockwell Day, has stated it is the department's
intention - to place children for whom -we are
responsible in traditional families (underline by
ABND). Therefore we are not approving non-
traditional families as foster homes. Inthose instances:
where non-traditional families have had children placed
with them in the past, we will not be p!acmg more
children in these homes.*

The above statement begs the question. Are families
that are comprised of non-married heterosexual
spouses considered traditional? '

Many members of the homo/bisexual communtty are
parents. They have raised their children into healthy,

contributing members of society. Their families were -

maintained by the same standard and in many cases.
a more secure standard than most traditional families.
That standard is love, a sense of compassion for their
fellow human beings and an understandlng that the
accepted diversity of a community is the ultimate
blueprint of a society.

The Alberta New Democrats Have
Taken Steps to Ensure the Rights
of The Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual
Community of Alberta.

- The Alberta New Democrats have seen the need for
the homo/bisexual communily to have a vehicle of its
own within which to participate in the sociofeconomic -
and political debate in this province. To this end

we have established a Caucus for the homo/bisexual
community (the LGB) that has all the rights and
privileges of any Caucus within the party, In the.
Alberta New Democratic Party, the homo/bisexual
communtty has a seat at the table. With the Alberta
New Democrats the LGB has a voice that counts, The
LGB has avoting seat on the Provincial Executive and
fike other Caucuses, the LGB. has five seats on
Provincial Council. v

- - We are committed by resolution ‘at Convention 16 _

seek amendments to the Individual Rights Protection .
Act of Alberta, either by insisting that the government
amend existing leglslatlon or by introducing an
amendment as a Private Members Bill. We will not
back down from this issue.- '
- We are also committed by resolution to recogmze :
same-sex unions and marriages and therein promote
the enactmant of same-sex spousal benefits
legislation.

- We are committed to the prohlbmon of discrimination
based on' sexual " orientation in the rentmg of

subsidized housing.

- The Alberta New Déemacrats are committed to ending
violence against gays and lesbians and the promotion
of tolerancé and understanding through educatlon al
all levels of the educational system,

- We are committed to promoting equal treatment in
the courts on issues inyolving child custody,
maintenance and accessibility.

- We will encourage amendments to the -Alberta
Family and Social Services legislation to allow for the
placing of foster children with qualified same-sex
families. We will further encourage amendments fo
the Child Welfare Act to aflow for the adoption - of
children by same-sex families. .




