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“U.F.C. MANIFESTO

OR the last nine years, starting with the depression in 1930,

we farmers of Western Canada have taken a merciless
financial beating. No other industry could have faken it and
survived. No organized group of industrial or professional
labourers would have tolerated the wage cuts that the farmers
endured and not have done something definite and direct
about if,

If the wages of the miners were cut 20% there would not
be a ton of eoal mined. If the wages of the railway men were
eut 20% there would not be a train moving between Halifax
and Vancouver. If the wages of our teachers were cut there
would not be a bell rung in our schools. Cut the wages of the
factory workers in our automotive industries and see what
would happen. They, one and all, would withhold their services
from the industrial and educational organizations for which they
work. They would-tie up the industry of the country as a
definite protest against the lowering of their living standards.

~ Yet we, the farmers of Western Canada, some 200,000 of us,
whose bushels of wheat, oats and barley ; whose pounds of beef,
pork, mutton, poultry and eream injects the new life-blood into
the industrial set-up of this country, and without our new

‘produce the industry of this country would die, weé have had

our wages cut over 50% and we have not done anything about:
it. We have not even organized but have been content, our

. wives, our children and ourselves, to put in more crop each year

and raise more stock, in the vain hope that next year things
would take a turn for the better. But the more grain we raised,
and livestock, the more mother nature rewarded our inereased
industry the poover the prices we received and the more poverty
stricken and debt ridden our condition becomes. Providing a
surplus of the staff of life catses our own financial strangulation.

Helpless in the matter of prices we have to pay for our
machinery, groceries, clothing, -ete.; helpless in the matter of
prices that are dictated to us for the produce we have to gell ;
faeed with more powerful combines and associations of packers,
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machine eompanies, oil companies, grain trade, financial concorns
and manufacturers than this Dominion has ever kmown who,
using their tremendous combined power, economie and financial,
they have entrenched themselves in the commercial wﬁ&. political
life of this country. Before them we, the unorganized farmers
of Western Canada and all of Canada, are helpless.

Over a billion dollars of mortgage and machine debts are oi
our backs. Tens of thousands of farmers, the length and hreadih
of Western Canada, have seen or are seeing the results of 20, 30
and 40 years of labouring rapidly disappearing; machinery
wearing out, land with less fertility, low prices, facing the menace
of weeds, drought, hail, rust, grasshoppers, cutworms, inereasing
taxes and mounting debts; and selling for years below the cost
of production and having to pay for our machinery and other
necessities just what our organized economic dictators choose
to charge.

The time is long overdue for practical direct action on our
part,” We farmers of the west must organize as- we never
organized before, We must forget our differences over polities,
nationality, religion, municipal and school matters and join our
farmers non-political union in our tens of thousands. No others
would have the same power as we farmers if organized.

Let us follow the example of our fellow labourers,—the
miners, rallway men and industrial corporations and organize
into our union, regardless of national origin, politieal affiliation
or religious creed. They have seen fit to submerge their differ-
ences of politics, nationality and religion and unite together for
mutual benefits and self-protection, ‘

* When the time is opportune and organizational work suffi-
ciently advanced, it is the intention of this organization, when
the situation warrants, to initiate a policy of direct action in the
way of non-buying of machinery strike; and the non-delivery of
grain strike, backing up the farmers in Manitoba and Saskat-
ehewan. and working in close eonjunetion with them. In other
words to adopt the same methods as the organized labourers, and
withliold our produce from the industrial set-up the way they
withhold their services from the industrial eoncerns for whom
they work, and a definite, direct way of protest against the
lowering of their living standards.
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Follow the wages of the organized labourers; the income
tax and dividends paid by organized corporations. Organizing
together has been good medicine for them and it is logical to
agsume that it would be good medicine for us also.

To that end this organization is working. This United
Farmers of Canada, Alberta 'Section organization, iz a sister
organization to United Farmers of Canada Saskatchewan Section.
‘We believe in combining of all our farm commercial and educa-
tional organization, here in Western Canada, and are definitely
wanting to see established an inter-provineial farmers board of
the three prairie provinces, Alberta, Sagkatchewan and Manitoba,
a board that will speak for the farmers of Western Canida, before
the industrial powers and federal authorities of this Dominion,
with one mighty voice, a voice that will bé heard and not ignored.

_ This United Farmers of Canada, Alberta Seetion organi-
zation, has been sponsored by no politieal party and has absolutely
no connectlon with the Communists, Liberals, Conservatives,
Bocial Credit or C.C.F. parties. Tt is a non-politieal organization
and intends to remain that way. A clause in our Charter, granted
by the Provineial Government, prohibits us from entering the
Federal, Provineial or Municipal field of politics.

Members of the hoard noBEﬁo farmers representing all the

_ bolitical shades of opinjon in the provinee and are of different

national origin, They have submerged their differences and are
working together with one goal in view and that is to organize
the farmers of this provinee, and all of Western Canada, mto
a powerful farmers’ wnion that will effectively promote and

protect our interests.

We plead with you to become a member of this oraanization.
You ean help build and mold its destiny. Only by large member--
ship can we be effective. We, the farmers of the west, must prove
that we have red blood in our veins and that no longer will we
tolerate a eondition of economic poverty.

We farmers must put our buying and selling power together,

-a8 the farmers of the United States, Denmark and Sweden are

doing. This organization asks all farmers to patronize all the
farm eommercial enterprises we have in the Province: the Wheat
Pools, the U.G.Q., the Dairy Pools, District Consumer Co-opera-



tive, the U.F.A. Consumer Co-op., the Livestock Shipping Asso-
ciation, ete. 'We will not duplicate any of these.

We farmers, by putting our eombined power together, can
own and operate our own plants, 'We have built and paid for all
the others and do not own a shingle nail or a brick in them. Far-
mers of Alberta and the West let us build and own for ourselves,

Western Canada harvested the second largest crop in its
history in the year 1939—463,000,000 bu. of wheat, 231,000,000

- bu. of oats and 80,000,000 bu. of barley. . .

Asle the merchants throughout the country-gide if the farm-

ers are better off than -when they grew 240,000,000 bu. in 1538¢

Yet the reports of the C.P.R. show an increase of $6,750,000
in net income in a ten month period as a result of handling part
of it.

One third of the people of the Dominion are engaged in
agriculture but receive only 1/12 of the income.

This organization stands definitely for parity prices and
believes, in all justice and fairness to us farmers of the west,
that the federal government should implement a poliey of parity
prices without delay.

Also this organization firmly helieves that a policy of paid
farm storage for our wheat crop should be initiated by the
federal government as making representation to that end.

In years of surplus, congestion would be relieved if deliveries
were spread out, and all storage charges instead of being paid
to the grain trade would be paid to the farmers who grow wheat
and thereby help out their acute financial situation. -

FINANCIAL RETURNS OF THE ORGANIZED MEAT PACKERS
for the year 1938

Capital invested $61,806,675. Salaries and wages paid to 11,776
employees $13,921,410. Total amount paid by packers to farmers for
their products $126,630,080. Total value of finished products sold by
packers to _consumers $156,971,640, leaving the packers after paying
wages fo their workers, and amount to farmers for their produce, =
-sum of $16,420,144, an amount close to 25% of their total invested
capital. By these figures you will see it is more profitable to process
meats than raise it, Can we farmers come close to that? When next in

6

P,

Y

the city take a good look at the packing houses that you have helped
build with your pounds of beef, pork and mutton and then remember
that you do not own a bolt or a brick in them.

Discrimination ma/:_m matter of freight rates:—
Miles Rate per ewt.

From Provost, Alta., to Vaneouver............... 944 2de
From London, Ont., to St. John, N.B “ 943 16e

60% of Roilway freight revenue derived from Western Canada.

, Per ewt.
Carload barb-wire from factory in Ont. to Fdmonton............ $1.08
Carload barb-wire from factory in Ont. to Vancouver..... il
Vancouver is 700 miles further west than Edmonton.
A car of canned goods shipped from Aylmer, Ont.
To Vancouver—total freight charges.......... $ 450

Same car of canned goods from Aylmer, Ont., to Edmonton.. 1,088
Rates for .mwssﬁm#m blankets, cotton sheets, pillows,
cases and fowels to Fdmonton from factory in east...... $ 4.58%%
Rate for same material if shipped to Vancouver..........o.cooon... 1.75
These goods eould be shipped from the east to Vancouver back
east again to & point 60 miles from Edmonton for 2134 cents less than

if shipped to Edmonton direct.
1st class rates per ton

- Rates from Montreal to Vancouver, 2884 miles.................. 3.831
Rates from Montreal {0 Edmonton, 2159 miles.. 4.201
. . Rate per 100
Carload of canned milk from Red Deer to Vancouver............. 98¢
Carload of canned milk from Tilsonburg, Ont., to Vancouver 75be
-] . ®

FREIGHT RATES
Tariffs— .

During periods of drought and low prices, when farmers incomes
were al a very low lovel and our debts increasing, tariffs were at
their highest since confederation. We farmers and consumers are bear-
ing our loads of extra tariff during years we are least able to do 0.

U.S. Price  Canadian Price Diff.
Model 1 ... i B 8450 $164.00 $ 79.60
Model 2 ... 119.50 189,00 69.50
3 ton truck . 735.00 952.00 183.00
(Gas engines 70.00 ~ 91.00 21.00
Coffee ".....viiiiiieeenna 28 45 A7
Four buckle overshoes ... 1.98 3.29 1.31

: Price of Cream separators—LIL.C. 1984 price dropped from
$102.30 at Billings, Montana, to $50.00. At Regina same separator

dropped from $103.50 to $102.50.
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These are just a few figures to give a little idea how the tariff
works against us Western farmers who are expected to take world
market prices for our produce. .

It is estimated by reliable authorvities that tariffs cost the
farmers and consumers of Western Canada between $30,000,000 and
$60,000,000 yearly. While we farmers are going through financial
death throes high tariffs ave digging our graves. For substaniiation
of figures submitted read Saskatchewan Government briefs and
Manitoba Government briefs submitied before Rowell commission.

ORGANIZED FLOUR AND FEED MILL O_umw>._._02m FOR 1938

Capital invested $61,867,675. Wages paid $5,642,945. Amount paid
for wheat, ete. $90,614,236. Value of this processed and sold by
millers $114,617,090%. Leaving the millers, after paying wages and
the cost of their grain, a sum of $18,459,918, 2 sum cloge to 30% of
their invested capital.

Remember these figures when you sell your next load of wheat
for 52¢ per bu, and your oats for 15¢, and ponder why bread is sold
cheaper on the streets of London, 6,000 miles away, than it is in your
own home town. Then lock up the meaning of three words—organiza-
tion, monopoly and combine, Then join the United Farmers of Canada,
Alberta Section. .

Net value of products sold by the 40 leading jndustries of the
Dominion $960,181,687 in 1938. (Canada Year Book)

. Income Tax Paid to Federal Govt. by organized industrial and
financial corporations in years 1935 to 1938 inclusive.

Year 1935 .o s reee s s iesas $85,790,289
v 1936 | 42,518,971
*o 1987 . 58,012,843
¥ 19388 .. 69,090,658

Income tax paid by farmers of Dominion of Canada in Federal
Treasury for same period—1935 to 1938.

Year 1935 .. $24,088
?o 1986 .. 46,809
1937 . 78,395
A8 e 78,081

Total paid by organized -industrial and financial groups $206,-
ow?amm. {Canada Year Book). 788,000 unorganized farmers of Canada
paid a total of $225,168,

Besides the $206,090,658 paid out by way of income tax organized
industrial and financial ‘corporations paid, by way of dividends to
their shareholders for the four year period, a fotal of over $1,200,000,
besides putting aside millions for depreciation. Figures for deprecia-
tion not easily available. It was the bushels of wheat, oats and harley;
pounds of beef, pork, mutbon and dairy products produced by us
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farmers of the Dominion that chiefly made it womm:ﬂm for these sums
to be paid out by organized industry, But what have we farmers got
out of it all throughout the years? Our board and the exercise.

This i3 a short sketeh of the unfair burden farmers and consumers
of the west are labouring under.
Figures taken from Brief of Edmonton Chamber of Commerce.

OUR AIMS AND OBJECTIVES U.F.C,

1.- To build a powerful farmer organization, within the
provinee, to give weight to legitimate demands. . :
- 2. To establish a western inter-provincial farmers board so
that unified action. on the part of western farmers may take place.
8. To establish more equitable returns for our produce so a
higher standard of living and a greater sense of seeurity may
resuit, -
4, (Go-ordination of all farmers organizations and co-opera-
tive enterprises. . .
5. The establishing of parity prices. ‘
6. The establishing of a policy of paid ‘‘farm storage’” for
our wheat erop.
-PROYINCIAL CONSTITUTION
The Neme of Orgonization
The name of this Association to he: TUnited Farmers of
Canada (Alberta Section).
Aims and Purposes of the Organization
This assoeiation to work in cloge harmony and echesion with
the United Farmers organization of Saskatchewan, Alberta and
Manitoba to take whatever legitimate means in conjunction with
them to press our claims for economie justice from the political
and industrial powers that be; to build a powerful organization
in order to give hacking to justified claims om théir part. To
promote and foster- farmer eo-operative enterprises.

Strictly non-palitical
The status of this organization to be strictly non-political and
under no circumstances 18 the organizatior to be used to promote
the welfare of any politieal party. o

Qualification for Membership

Membership of this organization is open only to farmers
who actually reside on farms.



THE BOARD
All members of the Executive and Board are to he bona-fide
Tarmers and paid up members of the agsociation. .

The Board shall comprize the following: President; Vice-
President; Second Vice-President; Secretary-Treasurer and
twelve Directors. The Board to ‘be elected by delegates at the
provinecial econvention, with exception that the sceretary be
appointed by the Board of Directors.

- DUTIES OF THE BOARD .

The President or Secretary shall eall meetings of the Board
whenever a situation arises and they deem it advisable to do so.

The Board may call a convention at any time that necessity
dictates, but one convention a year must be held.

The Board may hire any technical help that the suceessful
operation of this organization may dictate. ’

The Executive must keep in close touch with all happenings,
economic and politieal, which may effect the welfape of the
farmers. They ave the responsible guardians of the farmers’
interests and shall take such action as they deem advigahle,

DELEGATES
Fach Local shall be entitled to one delegate at the Provingcial
Convention for each ten members, or the major portion thereof,
membership dues to be in good standing.

AMENDMENTS

ANl amendments to Constitution to be by two-thirds
majority vote.

Additional clauses and amendments to this Constitution
may be made at any duly ecalled convention, with exeeption of
the basie clause regarding its non-political status that cannot be
changed at any conveniion.

LOCAL CONSTITUTION

1. Any seven farmers may form a Local,

2, Iach Tocal shall eleat 2 President, Viee-President,
Secretary and four Directors.

3. The membership fees at present are $1.00 per annum,
“which must be sent to the Central Secretary. The fee for local
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expenses is to be set by the members of the local and must provide
also for a radio broadeast fund. o

4. "All members to be farmers actually H.om&.aw on mm.w.Bm._ or
residing on farms part time and sympathetic to organization.

ig is left to local to decide.

ﬁ.:mmu. Those joining 8 months prior to end of fiscal year
Deeember 31, will be considered members for next ensuing 15
months, AH paid-up farmers, wives and children over 18 will

be congidered members. ) . 1
6, Each Loeal to be run on a strietly non-political vmmwm“ [t
will be the responsibility of the chairman to ses that this is

carried out.
7. But legislation which affects the welfare of the farmers

may be freely discussed. g .

8. This organization is open to all farmers regardless of
politieal affiliation, natural origin or religious beliefs, thus pav-
ing the way for united action on the part of farmers E achieve
economic justice. ) .

ORDER OF LOCAL -MEETINGS
Dealing with applieations for membership and initiation.
Minutes of previous meeting and business arising thereon.
Reports of Committees. . . g
Communication from Central Seeretary and action
thereon,
Unfinished business,
New husiness,
Date of next meeting and place.
Motion to adjourn.

INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO FORM A LOCAL
The meeting is called to order by the person responsible
for calling the same. . .
A chairman and secretary are appointed. The chairman
calls on the opener of the meeting to explain the purpose of
calling same. Ie then explains. - .
A farmer moves, and another seconds, that a Loeal be
formed. After discussion the motion is put to a vote. . If it
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carries the ehairman calls for a sign up of members. (Seven
being necessary to form a Loeal).

After the sign up of members takes place, the chairman ealls
for nominations for the office of President ; one or more may he
noeminated by members. TIf a vote is necessary, the nominee with
the majority becomes president.

~ The President then takes the chair and ealis for the nomina-
tion of a ﬁuom,wﬁmﬂmﬁﬁ Secretary and then four Direetors who
are elected by a similar procedure.

The Seeretary collecis the membership dues, issuing receipt
for same and forwards the names of members and dues, along
with a report of the meeting to the Central Secretary, who will in
turn, issne a receipt for dues and forward membership eards

-along with receipt books to the local Secretary. The Loecal is

%ﬁﬁ established and entitled to take part in any convention that
ollows,

SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO KEEP YOUR LOCAL ALIVE

You must keep it alive and this depends on every member to
turn out to every meeting and diseuss freely problems that confront
ﬂ.,_m H..m..H.EEm. population. We as farmers have 2 battle to fight and must
fight it with more energy than ever before. Our battle is for economic
freedom and in these distressed days we must have no slackers. Our
weapons will be education—more and more education—the organiza-
tion of the forces of profitable production; the strengthening of
planned marketing organizations; a program of thrift through our
credit unions; the building of our consumer co-cperatives and our
.&rcﬂ.mmmﬂmm. Thus we will be able to hold our own against war-time
profiteering and play a really construetive part in our society when
depressed after war conditions come.

You should devote one night a week to the study of how to
cbtain economic ownership in fields where we have lost it and to
Tetain that small ownership which still remaing to us. If this is to be
done then it is up to those who are prepared to pay their membership
dues to see thaf this organization iz made to go forward and it is
only through you as an individual that we can achieve our goal.

. .Hraw.&op”m then let us organize study clubs and let us not find
giving one night a week too great a sacrifice. Study club reorganiza-
tion meetings are being held at varicus points throughout the country
at the present time. Get in line, form a U.F.C. local in your com-
munity if m.Em has not alveady been done, If a meeting is not axrranged
for your district in the near future, organize your loecal anyway. At
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least gather some of your friends together, read this manifesto to
them and ask them what they are prepared to do in bettering their
own conditions.

‘Then start discussion on various vital problems of interest. Send
for the Canada Year Book, the Public accounts hook, make application
to the Dept. of Extension for study group material on any probelm
you may desire to discuss, request every member to read the U.F.C.
Information, The Western Producer, the Co-op. News, the Cow Bell
(published by the .Alberta Dairy Pool), the Rural Co-operative
{Toronto at 86c per vear), have a social evening, a bazaar, under the
auspices of the U.F.C. local to raise funds for your study material,
delegatos and radio fund, and your crganization will-go forward.
Encourage the young people to attend, send them as delegates to the
convention. i ’

All members of this organization must realize that all meémbers.
of the Board are farmers and they are devoting all the time and
energy they can possibly spare as far as finances permit towards
reaching our aims and objectives and they realize without large mem-
bership they are helpless in achieving this. goal. And it depends on
every local member to lend every assistance available to make our
membership 100% every year. Do not depend on your executive to do
all. Their problems are, your problems and they depend on every
member to stand loyal, virile and militant to back them up in their
demands to the powers that be. We must unite and we are anxious
more than ever before to see a flourishing local in every community
to be prepared for after-war depression. -

Co-operatives are our only weapon and if your community is
intorested in starting a Consumers Co-operative get in touch with
Supervisor of Co-operativés, Dept. of Trade and Industry, Edmonton,
Alta. This Dept. will give you all the information you might require
to start a Co-operative in your community. The Dept. of Extension,
University of Alberta, will also help you along this line and give you
information on Co-operatives, International and Economic affairs.
Write them. .

No doubt you are aware that the Caradian Counecil of Agrienlture
at its annual meeting recently held in Ottawa, decided to provide
adequate finanees for the setting up of a central or national organiza-
tion, pay the expenses of a competent manager and set up an office
that would take eare of matters, federally, in which any of our provin-
cial organizations might be interested. It was also decided to change
the name of the Canadian Council of Agriculture o the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture when approval to the change was given by
the different organizations affiliated with the central bedy. They had
also decided that it would be in the interests of the movement if each

" of our provincial organizations were known as Federations of Agri-

oﬁ?ﬁ.m.Hwmmrcﬁmawrmﬁmgmﬂmwgmﬂogmﬂosm.wru.m:dmﬂ.m%mnﬁmdm
the goal we have set to do. . . -
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The Northern Alberta
Dairy Pool Limited

R

A 100% producer owned and demoeratically
controlled co-operative cream marketing association
in which producers acquire ownership through butter-
fat shipments.

Through ownership and control of their cream
marketing facilities, Dairy Pool shippers are able to
enjoy full returns from their cream shipments. In the
past twelve years, besides acquiring important manu-
facturing and marketing facilities in their own name,
they have received final payments during this period
amounting to over $470,000.00 in addition to the
market price at time of shipment.

The co-operative producers who own and control
The Northern Alberta Dairy Pool Limited, invite their
fellow producers to enjoy with them a share in the
ownership of this co-operative organization by ship-
ping their cream to one of the branches of the organiza-
tion. Northern Alberta Dairy Pool branches are located
at Edmonton, Sedgewick, Wetaskiwin, Andrew and
Edgerton. .

.

Co-operators are invited to write for mﬁiﬁﬂ..
information to the head office of the

o Zo__.._.rm..._.._ >=u_m_..~.n Dairy Pool _._._s,.mwmm

10531 - 102nd Street, mmio:—.oa




FOR YOUNG FARM FOLKS

\\\\\\l ////,// ///

The pioneer farmers of the prairie provinces were mosily
men of energy, courage and perspective. They soon discovered
that an oligarchy of wealth was being built up in the grain
handling and selling business. Conditions became intolerable to
freedom-loving people.

The pioneers offset the encroaching money control by build- . |
ing their own co-operative orgamzatmns It took much of their
time, their meagre savings and vast energy to accomplish the
task, But their persistence was unbeatable.

Huge grain organizations with vast assets of wealth behind
them invaded Western Canada. But the pioneer co-operators
met them all—dauntless and unafraid.

Yon are protected in. all your grain dealings {oday because
of the deeds of the pioneer co-operators. They drew up a time-
less Magna Charta for the benefit of all postenty on the prairies,

The torch is now in your hands. It EhoBtLBHRR o ‘B%@éﬁ
to see that the ceoperatwe institutions, developed from the
efforts of a passing generatwn, are strengthened and per-
petuated.

ALBERTA POOL ELEVATORS

RELIABLE  odfSSSEs an;;:)m L‘braw of Uanadiana

+




