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As this paper is written (September 81) the fishing industry is ¢l

‘pasging through the latest in & series of crises that have plagued the . .
industry since its ineeptiun in- the 15th century. The causes:

» Reagan economics in the T.S. has pushed the American economy
" into a down séin and has lhssenedxthe_deﬁang fqr.fiéh in the fast’
food outlets, : A , ' : k
« The cost of fish per oortion is in the Btates equal to the price
of beef and more expensive :than chicken and pork. .
« Interest rates at 20 to 25§ have made it extremely expensive to
* hold large inventories by the fish companies.
« The American 200 mile 1limit has meant that mofe fish ‘1s being
"+ landed by Ameriean based fishermen, a trepnd that could. reasonably
" be expedted to accelerate in the future.
« Newfoundldnd fish has an uneven reputatien for quality.thus
making it harder to sell on the choosy European market,
¢ The inshore fishery has been especially poor this year, 1eading

benefits. - : . #33 : ﬁw

. The price of fish in the past year has risen ;1tt1g$§espi%a’the

much higher costs of boats, gear and energy. £ wmgﬁvg'*
iﬁ:“w‘ ' %

All these factors have combined to put 1n doubt not only this Yyears
fissgry, but ‘the entire future of the fishery, especially the inshore
section,

In the past 20 years most of the problems have been sugply roblems,
caused by the over zealous fishing efforts of the sixties. e establish-
ment of the 200 mile limit and the strict quotas seems to have eliminated
that ‘problem, Indeed if the projections are correct we shall see an
inerease in the Total Allowable Catch for the Inghore Cod Stock from
140,000 tonnes to over ¥00,000 tondes in 1985. (Tonnes = 2200 1bs).

There is some disagreement as to who should cateh the fish, but its
gafe to assume that if we can't sell what we catch now (in a poor year)
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2. A freeze on additional concentration of ownership of the fish
plants. Over the last decade the number of independent fish plants
has decreased substantially, Even thogse who are left have little
"{ndependence"” since they market their products through larger
companies, An N.D.P. government would stop thls concentration, and,
for plants having marketing problems, would give the markets through
NFC.

3. BExplojtation of the Canadiapg Markets: At present little or no

final processing of fish 1is done in Newfoundland, Cod blocks have
a minimum’ lJabour contet and in most cases are shipped to Boston
for final processing., Although Canada i1s a smaller market there ls
no reason to allow other provinced'! fish plants to supply finished
products to the Canadian market while we rely exelusively on the U.S.
market. Part of an N.D,P. fisheries Poliey would force the big 4
to do some of thelr final processing in Newfoundland or loose their
licenses to operate. In this way up to a thousand or more jobs
could be created in the fishing industry, If these plants were
designed well enough they might even be able to compete to a
limjted degree in the American and European markets. as well.




