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MANITOBA'S 125TH YEAR

In 1995Manitoba celebrates its 125thyear as a province of Canada.

Louis Riel, working together with the Metis people, established the terms on
which Manitoba entered Confederation as a province. Working together
Manitobans have accomplished a great deal in one "hundred and twenty-five
years. As we look to the future we take pride in our past.

Manitoba is a province rich in its diversity. In addition to our First Nations we
have come from all parts of the globe - Europe, Asia, South America. Africa -and
have chosen Manitoba as our home. Manitoba is a province built on the hopes
and dreams of our people. We are all proud of the pioneering spirit that turned
our prairie into Canada's bread basket. our individual and collective achieve-
ments that built a province-wide telephone network and a vital hydro electric
company that will meet our energy needs today and into the 21st century.

Our social fabric is built on that same spirit. We have come to see public, non-
profit health care for all regardless ot"their circumstance csc right. not a privi-
lege. We offer all the basic medical services to our citizens without premiums
and in addition we have developed drug, nursing home and home care pro-
grams to serve Manitobans.

We have evolved world class universities and training colleges and a public
education system that is open to all. We have been proud to put in place the kind
of programs that will help those who by reason of economics or geography do
not have easy access to the benefits of higher education. We have worked hard
to make ours a fairer and more equal society.

When we have succeeded. as we have done so often in the past. we did so
because we worked together. Business, workinq people. farmers and others
worked for a common goal. Government too has played an active part.

Today some of that spirit of success is gone. For seven years we have seen a gov·
ernment that only fosters confrontation. This is not in keeping with our tradi-
tions of cooperation and working together. Instead of building together for the
future we have seen a government that sets one group against another - trying
to create winners and losers. A government that sees high numbers of unem-
ployed and record levels of poverty as unfortunate by-products of the market-
~~a .
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In two of the last four years the Filmon government was content with among the II'
worst economic performances in Canada. It has been content and satisfied with
uner;nployment and social assistance levels ofunprecedented magnitude. It has
been unable to respond to the loss of more than 50,000people in just 7years - too
many of whom are our well educated and trained young people.

Regrettably we have had a government guided not by a sense of compassion or
care but by a blinding need to reduce expenditures at any cost. The results for ' _" i

Manitobans have been traumatic. p
Our once proud health care system is being rocked toits founda'tions. American
consultants are hired to 'streamline' our system, Preventative programs are cut.
At a time when patients lie on gurneys in hospital hallways and there are
lengthy waiting lists for needed surgery, the government is proud of the fact that
for the first time in history, less was spent an health care than i'n the previous
year. This is not an accomplishment of which to be proud .

. Making matters worse are cuts in Federal Transfers for health, post-secondary
educc:ttionand social services introduced by the Federal Liberal government. In
1997/9B Manitoba will be short $220million annually. Government bri~fing notes
have suggested thct savings equivalent to closing all, hospitals' in rural
Manitoba and one Winnipeg hospital would need to be contemplated.

In a province built on opportunity we see opportunities taken away. For most
Manitobans the bridges to move from dependence to independence are being
dismantled. It is time to tum all that around. It is time to bring back hope to
Manitoba so that we can rebuild our province for the future.

Manitobans want their society to be built upon their best traditions of hard work
- as a caring, competent. compassionate and faIr province. Byworking together
we have come a lang distance. That spirit of coopercrticn will continue to carry
our province forward into the next century. and will turn our challenges into
opportunities for us and for ourchildren. '

For Manitobans our province is like a family. We w~rk hard. share each others'
joys and in tough times we come together to overcome our problems. Lending a
helping hand to a family member who needs help is part of our traditions.

'We believe that Manitobans' agenda for government should reflect the real
needs and opportunities we face. We must begin by ensuring thct the Iouridc-
tions of our hardworking and fair 'society are in place.

It's time for the experience and the common sense of Gary Doer and Manitoba's
NDP.

New Democrats know that government can make a difference for our heal t11
care. education and getting Manitobans back to work. As New Democrats, we
know that government. in partnership with the public. can find the solutions to
rebuild this province.
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