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PRINCE EDWARD ISLANDERS are proud of their Province and of the society that
they have built over generations. Yet the true potential of our Island and of our
people has never been fully realized.

Encumbered on one hand by an inefficient political system that thrives on
political patronage, dividing the Island community between the “havec ” and dhic
“have nots, ” burdened on the other hand with an economic system that
increasingly délivers control of our natural and human resources into the hands of
new absentee landlords, Prince Edward Island will never fulfil its promise until the
voices of Islanders from every sector of society have an equal say in the decisions
that affect our daily lives.

Today, Islanders in every walk of life are facing a2 number of very serious

threats on the economic and political fronts--perhaps the most serious situaton in

the past fifty years. Islanders must work together with a new sense of purpose.
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Never has there been a greater need for a concerned, effective government
committed to fairness for Islanders.

Islanders know it is time for a significant change in our political approach.
Only by acquiring as much control as possible over local and provincial decision-
making; only by making our individual and collective decisions in an open and
cooperative spirit, will the talents and strengths of Islanders truly come to grow
and flourish. :

For years, Island governments have \spent our taxes and borrowed millions of
additional dollars. Today, government finds itself obliged to restore some measure
of stability to Prince Edward Island's finances. But its deﬁcﬁt—butting agenda has
systematically cut adrift the poor and those without political strength, while
rewarding the rich and politically cannected, maintaining the privileges of its
members and friends. The perks of office rest easy on the shoulders of the vast
- majority of present ML As and cabinet ministers. And the back-room boys who
have firmly attached themselves to the reins of power see no need to reduce their
standard of living on behalf of an improved democracy. ‘ ,

We Islanders tend to be careful people. We don't make hasty decisions. But if
we are to bring about a real change, we must decide to pursue genuine reform--not
the fraudulent reforms of recent years, when the drive to cut dollars has cut the
lifeblood from our health care system, our schools and our Island communities.

We must decide instead to act now. Real and meaningful change will come
only from those who are committed to a vision of fairness for Islanders.

The 1996 Policy Plan of the Island New Democrats presents such a vision,
and outlines a program to secure a ixighter future for all Prince Edward Islanders.
First and foremost is the need for democratic and accountable government.

Second, we reaffirm the need for universal health care and appropriate social










