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The 1971 Alberta Provincial Electien Platform of the Liberal Party of Alberta
has been drafted after & great deal of discussion and study regarding two
critical areas of concern to the people of Albérta:

JOBS ~ ANG ~ THE QUALITY OF LI¥E

We believe that every Albertan ig concerned about the future of this Provisnce.
Will there be encugh jobs ... will Albertans have an opportunity te imvest

in the resource industries of Alberra ove Will our small cormunities remain
strong and healthy ... will our farmers be able to earn a decent living for
their efforts ... will we be able to enjoy our lakes, rivers and forests...

and will we be able to look forward to our senior years with confidence?

We believe that every young person who has grown up in Alberta has = right
to a good job heare din Alberta, where they can build their homes and raise

their fewmilies in prosperity.

We believe that all Albertans have the right to enjoy a good life in this
Province, and that they should be sble te look forward to their senior
yvears with the expectation of doing the things they have wanted to do

without a burden of fear and apprehension.

We believe that Albertans have a right to invest in the industrial growth

of Albertz #nd receive a personal Lenefit from our natural riches.

We believe that Alberta has a2 tremendous potential both for growth
and for the provision of a QUALITY OF LIFE that can surpass any other area
of Horth dmerxica. But these goals can only be reached by recognizing the

problems that

(%]

o with growth in a modern society and by a political party

that has the dedication to provide the soluticns to these problems.



THE REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE

We believe that the Libaral Party of Alberta presents the reasonable

albernative to the conservative consensus in the Alberta Legislature.

The Liberal Party of Alberta under the Leadership of Bob Russell can have
a2 voice in the Legislature anad Provide the reasonable alternative that is

]
eéssential to Alberta's future.

JOBS FOR ALBERTANS

We intend to change the pattern of exploitation of Alberta's natural resources
to one of deﬁelopment of secondary industry in the production of more

finished products.

This will mean government initiative in three areas:

1. A comprehensive study of our industrial potential based on the primary
resources, This would include an independent outside etudy of the
natural gas reserves in this Province on a district basis. We want to
know in detail where the timber, minerals, water; oll and gas is located
in Alberta, what the reserves are in each area and what the potential
is, based on global and pacific rim marketing prospects. In the interim,

we would increasse the gas reserves to 50 years.

2. We will provide funds at reasonable interest rates to municipalities in
designatad zreas of Alherta outside the two major cities to enable these
smaller cities and towns to establiczh industrial parks. The money would
be provided to service the industrial parks with roads, water and
utilities. These are major expenses which cannot normally be met under
the present financial conditions imposed on municipalities, and yet are
essential to the establishment of a stronger economic tax base to provide

the growth of secondary industry in smaller centres.,
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Alberta’s egriculture potential is greatly enhanced by the increased use
of animal protein by the far eastern nations, particularily Japan and by
the tremenmdcus prespects of trade with mainland China., We would establish
2 team of food marketing specialists and researchers who would travel to

Chinz and Jepen and riudy at first hand the market potential of Alberta’s

G

agricultura products,
TEE CUALITY OF LIFw
1. Commumivy Life
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rowth of large urban sprawl, and what seems
to be the irevizsble pzoblems related to the breakdown of human relation-

chipe and nll 1is zccompasying illnesses, must be seriously questioned.

here is a quality of life in the small communities worth

preserving.  We believe that the development of small communities near
large urkem aroos can provide a nuch better life for the people of this

Provinen,

We do not balieve that higness means more efficiency... or for that matter,

that efficiencr Is the cnly ecriteria by which we should measure services

Small communities have a community spirit... where people care atout each
other... wasre they are closer to their own loezl government... where local
governmaents feand to work together for a common purpose rather than the

advisary system that is comstantly demonstrated in our large city councils.

We believe that definite steps must be taken through Regional Planning
Boards Zor the establinshment of satelite communities to the large urban

ATEas.
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This program will be brought about by three specific steps:

1,

The initiative must be taken by our Regional Planning Boards. Future
communities adjacent to larpge metropoclitan areas must be set aside now,
and the planming for transportation corridors, utilities and other

esgential services should be nn ongoing metter.

The creation of 2 mew concept in taxation must be sstablished whereby
the taxation base of an economic area would he combined, equalized and
distributed to 2ll the municipalities within the area. Each municipality
would still have to raise local taxes and supplementary taxes to pay for

the services and amenities they decided they wanted for their citizens.

Regionzl Transportation Authority. The establishment of such an authority
which would have the responsibility for designing a rapid transit system
for the region is imperative if we are to escape strangulation by the
automobile. &s each new community is established, some form of rapid
transit could be provided even to the minimal extent of a collector system

at an outlying central point,

Regional Water & Sewage Authority. Some ten municipalities now duemp
sewage in varicus degrees of treatment into the North Saskatchewan River
in the immediate Edmonton area. The seme is true of many other Alberta
rivers, Yet we have no co~ordinafing authority with any real power.

We propose that this Regional Water & Sewage Authority be partially
financed by the Provincial Goverament for at least 25% of the capital
costs. Immense savings can be realized Ly ringing ir the treatment of

water and sewage under one authority and one system of major plants.



CLEAN UP PROGRAM

We call for a massive “clean up® program for our lakes and rivers. We would

B

establish Regional Water & Sewage Autherities throughout Alberta over a perisd

cf ten years, dealing with the most critical areas first,

The provincial government would provide weed cutiing machines and dredges to
begin the cleaning of our lakes znd rivers. 2An expanded Ecclogy Corp would
employ students on a contract basis in co~operaticn with the Stvdent Enter-—

prises Loan Fund.

BECYCLING PLANTS

nd sierilize certain wasrec before being hauled away

to land fiil sites.

SOCIAL WELFARE

socinl yelfsre nayments is subject to certain
=y

[

We are awzve that any syaten o
abuses by unscrupulous zacple. At the garz rims, there ie an ciwious and

Fy

genuine need for an effecrive system to aid the lees forturate in onr society.

Therefere we would comcentrate upon eliminating specific abuses of the system.

In particular, we would zliew municipal

w©
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taveats uDOn DIOpPerty

owned by welfare recipients who hava indulged in second and third mortgage

At the same time, we would atfempt to solvte 2 serisus “dren opsd probliem theas

iz specific to the taenager in o welfars
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regular assistance for dependent children in welfars famii
their education in university, college or any re cognized training institute.
These allowances wouid be sufficignt to enable them te dress proverly and

feel that they are a part of their peer group.



TAXATION REFORM

We would change the property tax nyxtem to the extent that we would
immediately remove the practise of penalizing a family for improving their
property. Home owner taxes would te a simpie formula based on the size of
the house and the size of the lot ... what a man does io improving the

inside of the house is his own business.

CPEQRTURITY TO IRVEST

Albertans should have the opportunity to invest in any foreign company that
establishes in Alberta. We would allow foreign investment under new ground
rules that would make it mandatory for foreign interests to form subsidiary
companies in Alberta that would offer at least 55% of the equity shares to
Albertans for the period of one year and a decreasing percentage of shares

for the next five years.

KINDERGARTEN AND DAY~CARECENTERS

A Liberal Government would provide government support of kindergattens
through the School Foundation Fund and provide capital and operating funds
to municipalities for the operation of a provinece wide day~care center

program.

NATURAL RESCURCE LEVY FOR EDUCATION FINANCE
We would place a levy on all non-renewable natural resources exported from
the Province of Alberta and place the revenue directly into the School

Foundation Fund.

BARGATNING RIGHTS FOR CIVIL SERVANTS

The Liberal Party of Alberta weuld provide for the certification of a

bargaining agent for the Civil Services employees of Alberta.

During the initial negotiations with the certified bargaining agent, a

Liberal Government would endeavour to reach an agreement on a provisicn for
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binding arbitration in essential services. These essential sarvices would
not be arbitrarily selected by the goverament, but arrived azt through

negotiations.,

AGRICULTURE
1. The faymer still buys most of his equipment, supplies and material din

a partially protected market where the increased earnings of crganized

labour are directly reflected in averything he buys.

2. The farmer stiil has to sell his products in a largely umprotected

market place and his income has not kept pace with the rest of the economy.

There are no megic solutions, but we believe that we can at least begin to

close the economic gap.

FARM COMMODITY TNSURANCE

4 Liberal Government would bring in a government operated complete line of

commodity insurance for farmers covering animals and crops. The goverument
would provide the initial funding and bear the administration costs of such
a plan. It would be a vital form of insurance for everyone who is in danger

of losing a crop or animals from hail, disease, flood, smow, frost, pests, etc.

MOBILE LABORATORTIES

L& Liberél Govermment would take more essential services to the farmer and
therefore assist him in cutting down his operating expenses. Our mobile

labs would make regular visits to districts and provide soil testing and
prelinminary testing for apimal and crop disease, as well as dispense essential
information of interest to the farmers in the spacific areas that the lab

ig located.



VETERTNARY SCIENCE COLLEGE

We propose that a new Veterinary Science College b esteblished in central
Alberta as part of the University of Athabasca near St. Albert. Tarmers in
central Alberta are raising an increasing amount of catrtle, hogs, chickens
and there is a heavy demand em the special services offered by veterinarians. -

Alberta must have its own veterinary college.

LINE-OF-CREDIT FIRANCING

A Liberal Govermment has proposed to create z Bank of Alberta from the
existing Treasury Bramches., The Rank of Alberta would have a2 special
Agriculture Department which would be directed to provide line-of-credit

financing to Alberta farmers.

The credit needs of farmers will continue to increase in the future if
farmers are to have the economic facilities to expend and make greater

gains from better units of pperation.

Farmers have borrowed on an item by item basis for years. A time consuming
and often frustrating experience that has been disecarded by most octher

businessmen years ago.

We believe that line-cf-credit financing by the Bank of Alberta will mest

the demands of modern farming.

1. A farmer would estimate his probable credit needs in advance. This calls
for careful plamning and a realistic assessment of the farm business
throughout the year, plus a good relationship between the farmer and the
Agriculture Branch of the Bank.

2. The farmer would be expected tc monitor his performance and modify his
operation when conditions warrant change and keep the Bank informed at

regwlar pericds regarding these adjustments.
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3. The farmer would submit a profit and loss statement of his past
operation along with a complete inventory of farm and personal
resources,
4. Provide an operating tudget for the following year's operation and
submit a very simple cash flow sheet.
By setting up this system of line-of-credit financiag used by mcdern
business, we believe that & farmer will he albe to operate more efficiently

and save a great deal of time and money on the probtlems of financing.

LAND USE PLAN

The Liberal Party is concerned about the amcunt of good agricultural land
that is being turned into esmall holdings, urban sprawl and industrial
cozplexes near large urban centres.

We therefore propose that a "Land Use Plan’ be established in Alberta that
would provide guidelines for Regional Planning Authorities. Land is a
unique resgurce that on~e destroyed can rarely be restored without high cost.
It is imperative that we evaluate the land around cur urbznp centres and

determine its classification and possible future use.

Areas of high agricultural potential for market garden crops should be
protected now since we may have tc rely on these rich soils to feed more
and more Canadians. Furthermore, proper planning can result in these

protected areas providing excellent green belts Letween urban communities.

NATIOHAL MARKETING LEGISLATION

We Lelieve that, in the long run, the farmers must have more control of the
marketing of their products if they are ever to receive a reascmshle return

for their labours and for their investments in machinery and land.
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We believe that National Marketing Plans and systems are part of the answer
to the problem, but it is essential that the farmer become more deeply
invelved in the preparation of the necessary legislation and in particular,

that the farmer have majority control of all national systems.

The farmer should decide what commodities he wants Lrought under any

national marketing scheme and at what time.

As the Provincial Govermment, we would undertake the responsitility for

providing hearings thrcughout Alberta om the various forms of marketing
. . : “ - : .

legislation to be considered, and would provide: discussion white papear

on the astablishment and function of provincial marketing boards which

might come under Federal emabling legislation.

ALBERTA POWER & WATER AUTHORITY

4 Lileral Government will create an Alberta Power and Water Authority which
will be responsible Forg
1. The construction of all dams in the Province of Alberta
2. The distribution of power in Alberts to:
a) Rural electrification associations
b) Municipalities
¢} Private power companies.
3. Hold hearings on 21l proposed -
a) Jdams
b) diversion schemes
¢} irrigation programs.
4. Estailish Regional Water Loards.
5. Be invested with the power to investigate, hold hearings and grant
applications for power franchizes in Alberta . after first establishing

as to whether the granting of eny franchize to zny private power company

is in the public interest,
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Wa believe that women camnot be truly liberated until we are able to pro’ide

then with ceriain essential freedoms to enable them to take advantage of the

Ineressing nunber of cheices open to the modern woman.

1. Day care centres for pre-school children,

2. Provineisl goverument suppor: For kindergarten and other forms of early
cnildbood education.

3. A Provincial progrem of family plerming znd th conirel information
and faciiities.

&, ogether with an 'open admissions’' policy for university and college
entyrance, grante and bursavies would be svailable for adult women studenis

wno are renewinz their educaticn.

5. Development of spenial classes withino our educational system to eﬁablc

women who have interrupted their education to “cateh up” and "Brush up”

A complete study of o
discriminatory legislernion

THEE CONSUMET.

A Liberal government

The primary function o
of the consumer.

and protection

The appointment of senior r

-’
..‘_

to rapresent the

our provineial legislation to ansure that no

exists In our laws.

Consumer Affairs.

L,
Thi

1ls

=

s department wil o be responaible for:

epresentatives to provincial marketing Loards

~

of the consuner.
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2. Require the licensging of credit reporting agencies in order to regulate
their activities in ccllecting and reporting information concerning
individualis,

3. ZReguire that 2 copy of an a&verse credit report be made available to the
individual concerned and in the event that the report is in error, requiring
the agency to immediately issue a corrected report.

4, A consumer education program be established as part of the edwcation
curriculum in the Alberta school systems. This program should begin

at the grade six level.

MEDICAL CARF COSTS

A Liberal Govermment would imtroduce legislation to eliminate the medicare
preniums in the Province of Alberta. A more efficient and more falr inccome

tax levy would be introduced to cover the cost of medicare in Alberta.

HATURAL RESOURCE RUYALTIES

A Liberal Govermment would conduct public hearings into a review of all
royalty charges on natural resources. We believe that certain royalties are
completely inadequate in this day and age and that Albertans are not bemefiting

to any extent that we could be from our natural heritage.

EXPROPRIATION

A Liberal Government would introduce legislation that would make it mandatory
for any municipality or authorized authority to replace an expropriated home
with replacement value if this is ﬁigher than appraised value, This would mean
that it would bhe possible to replace a perscon’s expropriated home with one of

comparable value.
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The ENVIRONMENT

We recognize the comcern of all Albertans for preserving an enviropment in
vwhich future industrial and human growth can be achieved without detriment

to one or the other.

With this in mind, we would carry cut ez immediate survey of all potential
wilderness areas, in order tc establish in perpetuity many new Wilderness

Parks, large encugh to make ecological sense.

In the case of all future strip-mining operations, & complete rehabilitation
"blue-print®, together with adequate bonding, will require approval before amy
permits are issued. A system of forestry management licemses, revokable in

the case of asbLuse or neglect, would be imstituted in a similar manner.

We would establish an independent Pollution Control Commission, which would
be respomsible for the setting up and enforcement of standards of air, water,

noise and soil pollutien control.

fnd a nurnber of Regional Parks and Recreation Commissions would be created for
the purpose of ensuring the formation of the necessary increased leisure areas

for the citizens of the province.

TBE LAEGE CITIES

We have expanded upon our view of the necessity for encouraging the growth of
smaller urban areas as an alternative to the unlimited expansion of cities
such as Edmonton and Calgary. This is because we recognize, as do these cities
themselves, that such untrammelled urban sprawl is not in their best interests

nor in the best interests of their surrounding areas.
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At the same time, we also realize that the seeds of counteracting some of these
associated problems lie in the base of the relationships between the cities and

the provincial and federal governments.

We believe that those senior govermments must accept such urban municipalities

as a third and equal partner in the govermmental structure of our country.

We would work to creats 2 partneréhip between the provicce and thase cities

so that they would be in a position to broaden their tax base in order to cope
with increasing needs and problems, and we would maintain standing committees
to insure cpgoing consultation on all matters of planning and policy-making

that directly affects their future development.

5 .
Arising from this, we believe that the problems herstofore associated with big

city growth can be averted in this province.

HATIVE PEGPLES
We will work with the native people of Alberta to assist them in the solving

of problems facing their communities and their peoples.

While we see some developments taking place on Indian reserves as a result of
their access to sub~surface mineral revenues, the Metis colonies, also on crownm
land, are denied access to such specizl fundés for development purposes. We

would bring in weasures aimed at correcting this situatiomn.

We would alssc establish a Native Development Agency. Working in conjunctiecn
with representatives of native organizations, this Agency would ensure that all
proposed previncial development plans include the recognition of the needs and
potential of native people, and would specify those particular resource needs -—-
finanecial, human, and physical -~ desired by and included in the programns which

they themselves would design.
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For the Treaty Indian people of 2lherta, we would assure access to all provincial
services which they feel they need, and would do so without harm to their treaty

relationship with the federal government,

In addition; we would urge the federal government to act immediately to clarify
those issues —- the status of the treatiss in today's world, the fulfilling of
treaty promises, particulerly in the area of land entitlement, and the settlemant

of aboriginal rights claims -~ which are of prime concern to Alberta Indians.

CONDUCT OF THE LEGISLATURE

We cannot condone the continuation of two aspects of the provincial legislature
vwhich seem to have become ingrained in Alberta folk-lore. In the Alberta of the
70s, it is essential.that adequate time be ﬁrovided for the conduct‘of the
public business in public. Thus we would terminate the custom of holding only
2 spring sitting of the House, and the execution of the province's business for
the greater part of the year by order-in-council.

A Liberal Govermment would initiate vegular Spring ané Fall Sessions of the
Legislature, the length of the sittings being commemsurate with the volune

of business to be. enacted.

~r

At the same time, we would institute the publication of an Alberta Hansard.
As it now stands, we have no official public record of the proceedings of
Alberta’s parliament. In a day and age when legislators are preaching about
the improvement of communications with the public, such 2 need can no longer

be ignored or put aside.

OUR GERERAL AIM

We will not indulge. in the practice, now being revived by both the Social Credit
and Frogressive Comservatives, of trying tc "outgive” each other as a means of

wooing the electorate.

N
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We believe Albertans ave tired of this 'omce-every-four~-years’ cycle, and are

not impressed by it.

lior do we intend to conjure up wonderful visions of 'pie-in~the-sky' for
Albertans -~ visions which are incapable of being achieved without huge increases
in public taxation, however much this aspect may be obscured in the standard

campaign procedures.

We believe, and we reiterate this simple theme, that Albertans want the prospect
of a decent job; the continuing prospect for jobs being svailable in the future;
the prospect of a place to raise their families in confidence; the prospect of
a province unravaged by irrespomsible industrial exploitation; the prospect of
a society in which all Albertans, young and old, native and foreign-born alike,

may develop their talents and abilities, and enjoy the returns of this development.

Cur policy is structured toward the achievement of these tasic ends.



