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Mr. Speaker and Members of the Honourable House of Assembly: 

Since you last met Newfoundland has won for herself a great position in the University world of Canada, the United States of America and Great Britain. More than two score of the Universities of these countries were represented at the opening of the new Campus of the Memorial University by their Presidents, while many other distinguished persons were present on the great occasion. I am sure that the people of the Province were deeply pleased over the presence of Mrs. Roosevelt and that of the Prime Minister of our great country. They were equally pleased to see the United Kingdom represented by the Duke of Devonshire, a member of the Ministry in England. 

The ceremonies were conducted with great spirit and I believe you will agree that all of our people derived the liveliest satisfaction from the whole affair. Newfoundland now finds herself the owner of a magnificient University to which we all look for inspiration and guidance to the young men and women of the land. I am confident that I bespeak your thoughts when I say that we wish abundant success to this great memorial erected in honour of our gallant dead of two world wars. 

Under the Terms of Confederation the Government of Canada undertook to make an offer to Newfoundland to enter into a Tax Agreement. This Agreement would provide for the rental to the Government of Canada of the income, corporation income and corporation tax fields and the succession duties tax field. An offer made under this Term, similar to the offers to the other Provinces was accepted by my Ministers under authority given to them by this Honourable House of Assembly. Similar Agreements were entered into in 1952 and again in 1957, but the Government of Canada have now notify my Ministers that the present or any Agreement respecting income, corporation income and corporation tax rental will not be continued after the expiration of the present Agreement on 31st day of March, 1962. 

In substitution for Tax Rental Agreements that have been existence since 1949 the Parliament of Canada has reduced federal income, corporation income and corporation taxes by a percentage equivalent to payments formerly made to the provinces under Tax Rental Agreements thereby enabling the provinces to re-enter these partially vacated fields of taxation by the imposition of similar taxes of their own, which taxes, however, the Government of Canada have undertaken to collect. My Ministers feel that they have no alternative but to ask you to pass legislation providing for such taxation. 

An amendment to The Mining Tax Act will also be placed before you. 

As both of these proposals, if approved, will become effective on the first day of January next my Ministers feel that should properly come before this House for deliberation and, if approved, receive Royal Assent before that date. 



A minor amendment to the Expropriation Act which will enable my Ministers to clear title to certain land required for the purpose of encouraging the tourist trade will also be submitted for your approval. 

An amendment to The Education Act, submitted at the request of the United Church of Canada, will enable their United Church College Board of Governors and their St. John’s School Board to be reorganized as one body. 

My Ministers hope to be able to lay before you for such action as may be deemed necessary a draft of the proposed amendments to The British North America Act which will enable future amendments to this Act to be made in Canada. These amendments prepared under the supervision of the Attorney General of Canada and the Attorneys General of the Provinces in the opinion of my Ministers fully protect the peculiar position of the .Province of Newfoundland. 

I ask God's blessing on your deliberations.

