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Mr. Speaker, and Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly,
It is my honour and privilege to welcome you to the First Session of the 54th Legislative Assembly of the Province of New Brunswick. 
On behalf of this Assembly I welcome the Honourable Bernard Lord to his first Session as Premier of New Brunswick. I also welcome the new Leader of the Official Opposition, our new Speaker, and recently elected Members of the Legislative Assembly. 
The people have spoken in a general election four weeks ago. Their members in the Legislative Assembly have today claimed from the Crown the ancient rights and privileges that enable them to carry out their responsibilities. 
In the election, my government sought and received a mandate for its policies, including the creation of three new committees of the Legislative Assembly. The purpose of this early session of the 54th Legislative Assembly is to seek your approval for the creation of these committees so that their important work may commence. 
The first special committee my government has pledged to create will seek to address the many issues and concerns involving the education of the people of New Brunswick. This committee will seek out opinions and knowledge concerning the field of education, and will advise the Minister of Education and this Assembly as to alternatives for the delivery of education to the people of New Brunswick. 
The second special committee my government has pledged to create will seek to address the many issues and concerns involving the health care of the people of New Brunswick. This committee will seek out opinions and knowledge concerning the field of health care, and will advise the Minister of Health and Community Services and this Assembly as to alternatives for the delivery of health care to the people of New Brunswick. 
The third special committee my government has pledged to create will seek to improve the selection process of appointees to certain key positions on agencies, boards and commissions, as nominated and approved by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council. This committee will seek to involve all political parties represented in this Assembly in the review process of nominees for appointment. 
In due course, we will hold a second session of the Legislative Assembly, at which time my ministers will place before you a statement of policy for this, their first mandate in office. Meanwhile, you may be asked at the present session to consider other matters as deemed advisable by my government. 
I pray that divine Providence will continue to bless new Brunswick and its citizens, and guide this Assembly in its deliberations. 

