Debate about the Throne speech. Newfoundland, May 4th, 1976.
 
Mr. Neary, Minister of Health


First of all I want to say that I am not going to start playing politics with the minister and his department over the fact that ,the government were unable to fulfill its commitments to construct hospitals in Clarenville and in Marystown on the Burin Peninsula and to expand the hospital in Grand Falls. As the minister indicated, and rightly so, when there are restraints and cutbacks and belt-tightening it affects all departments. And fortunately and thank God, in this Province we are not as bad off today as they are in the Province of Ontario, the rich, wealthy Province of Ontario where thousands of beds have been closed, whole hospitals have been closed down, and there are major layoffs, and 
I understand well maybe the Health Minister is cracking up.

I want to put to the minister. As a result of these layoffs of nurses and so forth in Ontario, are we now flooded with applications in Newfoundland from nurses in Ontario who would like to come here to work in because, mole believe in a shortage of nurses? Are we getting the backlash? Are we getting applications from Ontario from nurses and other hospital staff, technical people and so forth that, you know, who are interested in coming to Newfoundland? But I still want to say this, Sir, even though I recognize the fact that we have restraints and cutbacks I cannot help but giving, the knuckle's in , ,he and building up people hope' 'he'

there were going to be new hospitals constructed arid that there were my own district. I have to give the government a flick for being hypocritical and for being a little bit parasitical, I guess before the election.

But nevertheless now fortunately, I suppose, or unfortunately, I do not knew bow you could put it, the people recognize the fact, except in Clarenville; when the oil refinery closed down there they were hoping to use this to pressure the government into building that hospital that was promised in Clarenville.

And I do not know whether the government is going to yield to that pressure or not. I do not think hospitals really should be built for make-work projects. The hospitals are built to take care of the sick and the suffering and the people who need medical care. It is like senior citizen's homes, you know, you are not in style now in Newfoundland today unless you can get a senior citizen's home for your community. And the argument that I always hear used, Oh, look how many jobs it is going to create, and look how much business it is going to leave in the community.

And that is not the real reason for building hospitals or building senior citizen's homes. You build them because there is a need for them to take care of the people who are unable to fend for themselves and the people who are sick and the people who are suffering and in need of medical care.

That is the whole reason behind it, not to try to boost the economy of a community or of an area.

Well, it is sensible, Sir, but nevertheless I st got to give my flick to the government and to the Leader of the administration, to the P.C. Party generally for hoodwinking and misleading the people before the election.

Now Trudeau has taken the government off the hook, not only on the hospitals, but taken the government off the hook on a good number of things.

And no wonder the Premier of this Province welcomed the wages and price controls and the guidelines that were laid down by the Government of Canada; it gave the government the out that they needed.

Well okay so be it; not a thing we can do about it now.

But there are: some things that we can do something about, Sir, and I am going to throw a few suggestions, and a few ideas at the minister and then I will be finished with the hon. minister, and as I say I hope the estimates will go through quickly because most of it is motherhood anyway in the Department of Health, so that we can get at some of the more controversai1 departments, can really get at the ones where the meat is, where the controversy is, where the nitty-gritty is, the stuff that I really want. Look, I have got a briefcase over here, an evidence file, you know, that I call it, and some of these 6epartments that I really want to get into.

But in the meantime I want to suggest to the minister, something that I mentioned before and that is it is about time that the minister's department now started calling tenders for eyeglasses in this Province, the question to the Rouse tie fore, I put the suggestion be Rouse following the visitation of the Royal Commission on glass Industry in Canada when they came to Newfoundland, and were reports publicly, and there was no dental of these reports of the kick backs in the eyeglass industry.

You know, Mr. Chairman, no wonder I get so discouraged and so downhearted and so depressed sometimes about the going-on in this hon. House when I hear statements made both inside and outside of this House accepting dishonesty.

People seem to accept the fact that the Public Treasury can be gypped and that the Public Treasury and the taxpayers can be ripped off, a new morality, a new political doctrine we have.

It does not make any difference about how much is paid for the property, as we heard here this afternoon, it does not make any difference about that if the Public Treasury was ripped off, if the people were gypped, if there was collusion, if there was conspiracy: that does not make any difference.

Which is this? Well, I am talking about the eyeglass industry, but lam just relating it to another matter that came up this afternoon. Because in the eyeglass industry we are told, I was there at the hearings, has the only member of this House who was enough to go to these hearings, I was told about the rip offs in the eyeglass industry, about how Imperial Optical has a monopoly, and how they were giving kickbacks to the ophthalmologist, and the ophthalmologists.

Here we go: Mr. Neary:. No, they did not attend, not one ophthalmologist attended these hearings. And some optometrists who were there admitted, some optometrists, I was there and heard with my own ears admitted that there was kickbacks. And somehow or other this is all accepted as being perfectly legitimate and perfectly legal, nothing wrong with it. No. The minister shakes his head, but it is not right. Certainly it is not right, Sir, that is why I suggest to 

There is an inquiry. It is a Federal inquiry, and it is being done under a Federal Act. But what I am suggesting to the minister is that there is no reason in this world why the government of this Province should not set a good example by calling public tenders for eyeglasses. And I have discussed it with the minister's official, I have discussed it with the minister himself.

And I cannot foresee one problem in this world in calling tenders for eyeglasses, and let the chips fall where they may. I had a gentleman come to see me about a month and a half ago from Halifax, Nova Scotia, an optician 

I cannot compete, Mr., Chairman, with the “No”, it is outside. It is not on the left, Sir, it outside in the corridor.

But, Mr. Chairman, this optician came to see me from Halifax and he told me that public tenders are called in the Province of New Brunswick, .that the Government of Nova Scotia is in the process of calling tenders for eyeglasses, Prince Edward Island is in the process of doing it, and there is no reason I cross-examined the gentleman every way, shape, and form, and I took him down to meet one of the minister's officials. And I got the shock of my life when I discovered 

No, I suppose, it is no fault of the official because this just happens to be the way that things are done in this Province. We do things, we accept things, do it in a sloppy way - they do not have a price list of eyeglasses in the minister's department. And you ask any of the minister's officials, "Well, how do you arrive at the price of eyeglasses?" "Well, I take a look at it. If I think it is too high, I draw a line through it and send it back, and say, 'Boy, we are going to take $5 off it or $10 off it:"
