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British Columbia: Health’s speech, First session of the thirty-first legislature, 1976      
      Mr. Chairman, I know we'll be through this vote by 11 o'clock. So I won't take too much time and I trust that no one else will either. But I do want to make a couple of comments and that's all I'll make, and then I will allow the other members to ask questions.

      I do want to; first of all; pay a tribute and thanks to the staff of the Department of Health and particularly the deputy ministers who have been simply marvelous in never saying no when I make requests of them. I want to thank them publicly at this time in the House.

      I want to thank some other people, too, Mr. Chairman ...... and that's the people who....

Yes, I want to thank the member for Prince Rupert for leaving the House so gracefully the other night. I'm sorry I missed the performance.

      I was told it was an award-winning performance - and I had to be away that night. I'm really sorry about that.

      Mr. Chairman, the people I wish to thank are those people who were involved in the strike at various hospitals in this province: the medical staff, the union members who were on the job because the Labour Relations Board designated them as essential, the administration, the boards of directors of the hospitals, as well as the administrative staff of the hospitals, all of whom kept the essential services going. I made sure that there was at all times a very high level of patient care in those hospitals which were struck and under the most difficult of circumstances. I think that every person in British Columbia owes those people as well a vote of thanks.

      We have taken some initiatives since this government was elected in various areas of hospital care. I have mentioned it before in the House our initiatives in ensuring that there will be in this province, as quickly as possible, a new children's hospital to serve all of British Columbia. We were faced with some problems in making sure that the staffing restraints, which were not initiated by this government but which were initiated by the previous government, Mr. Chairman, didn't threaten the continuance of the home-care program which had proved to be an excellent alternative to expensive acute care and other levels of hospital care. Again, I'm happy to say that, with the help of the other members of the government and of the staff who worked to develop alternatives, we have been able to restore the level of staffing for the home-care program to its previous level. That program is continuing around the province.

      I think the final comment I'd like to make tonight before we open it up for questions, the opposition members, is that we've taken a second look at one of the announcements that was made in the budget with regard to co-insurance charges.

      I think some of us, including myself, miscalculated, Mr. Chairman, in the number of people who would be adversely affected because of an increase in extended-care charges to $7 a day. I think it's fair to say that as a pure room-and-board charge on a person who was receiving full Mincome benefits from the province, there was some argument for developing that charge. But there are an awful lot of people who would have been affected as well, and that includes young people who are in extended-care units for one reason or another, or a married couple with one member in the extended-care unit and the other member out in the community having to maintain a home as well as maintaining that other partner in the extended-care unit. And there were a number of other examples which were shown to us, and I must thank some of the members of the opposition who sent us examples, as well as the many people who wrote to me and the investigations by the department itself.

      So with the concurrence of the government, Mr. Chairman, through the member for Oak Bay, the co-insurance charges for both extended care and acute care will be $4 a day.

That will include everybody - extended care and acute care.

      Well, if it's under CAP it will be the same as it was before.

      But we are taking one additional step, and that is that we do recognize again that there's a special hardship on a parent who has a young person in an extended-care unit. That parent may not yet be at the peak of their earning powers, but certainly may be at the peak of some of their spending powers because of having that young person. So again, it's with the concurrence of this government, Mr. Chairman, that I can announce tonight that children under 19 years of age in extended-care units will continue to pay $1 a day.

      I would like to say further, and this is as a matter of technical detail, that successive governments - the past government, the government before that and this government - will continue the practice that if a person is destitute and has no money, they will not have to pay. That's not a new proposal made by this government, but I think it should be made, again, public out here in the community so that people know. Even in the case before, where a person couldn't afford the $1 a day, the hospital was charged and the government picked up the tab, but the person who was completely destitute never had to pay that $1 a day. The same will be true for the $4 a day.

      With those few comments, Mr. Chairman, I will take my place so we can get this vote finished in the next 12 minutes.

