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They knew that if I did not have a speech, I would be very long-winded. Mr. Chairman, it is true that my speech may last half an hour, but I also want to take this opportunity to talk about my beautiful riding of Grand Falls, Drummond and Portage.

I thought of extending to you a special invitation to come visit the Grand Falls area, but as time is short, I will not dwell on the subject and I will start with education.

I want to start by saying that I thought the Education estimates would begin at 9:30 a.m. My most devoted supporter from Grand Falls, my wife Connie, is here. She thought, as well, that I would be starting at 9:30 a.m., so she has been up since 5:30 this morning. She has heard me speak often enough, but she wants to see how the loyal opposition and others will do in grilling me with questions. This is what she is interested in. She may have to stay here until long into the evening.

Mr. Chairman, as this government has stated on a number of occasions, no resource is more precious to New Brunswick than its people: the men and women whose efforts and dreams create and sustain the economy of the province and the children who are its future. The goal of our government is to provide an environment in which our children can acquire and maintain the knowledge and skills they need in a changing world and in an increasingly competitive marketplace.

As we approach the twenty-first century, a number of difficult and challenging socioeconomic realities confront us. In order to meet these challenges, we must build on our different and unique strengths and expertise and work together in creative partnerships. Education for the twenty-first century will require extraordinary collaboration among parents, school boards and teachers working as never before with business, industry and community groups to create an education system that possesses all the qualities of excellence.

Mr. Chairman, carrying out the important task of providing educational programs and services for the youth of our province requires a substantial commitment of funds by the provincial government. The total for the Ordinary Account spending for the Department of Education for this fiscal year is $597.6 million. That figure represents an increase of $11. 7 million, or 2 %, over last year's budget allocation. The largest share of the total budget will go directly toward educational programs and services for the operation of the consolidated 18 school districts. That is commitment. A number of significant initiatives are already underway in public education in New-Brunswick; 1991-92 has been a most interesting year in education in our province.

A significant step was made when 8844 five year-olds were introduced for the first time to a public and universal kindergarten program in our province. With the introduction of a universal full day kindergarten program, the provincial public education system now offers all New Brunswick children a solid base that is so vital for the learning continuum. For 1992-93, the estimates for the kindergarten program have been established at $14.8 million.

On November 8, the Commission on Excellence in Education was established to assess the role of the province's educational system in creating a more prosperous and equitable society. The commission released a thought-provoking issues document on December 10 and has since been holding extensive public consultations on the future direction of public education in this province. The final report containing various major recommendations will be presented shortly.

It will be my responsibility to carry out the government's decisions relative to the commission's recommendations. The Minister of Finance has already indicated his willingness to present supplementary budget to give the necessary additional funds for the implementation. During the past few months, a lot of attention has been directed to the process of reorganizing the school districts. On July 1, 1992, the existing 42 school districts will be amalgamated into 18, 12 Anglophone and 6 Francophone. The consolidated regions and the locations of the district offices have already been announced. A plan of establishment has been developed for each of the consolidated school boards. Regional transition teams are finalizing the staffing for each new district, and almost all positions have been filled.

The reorganization of school districts has been undertaken to create a more efficient and cost-effective administrative structure that will ultimately lead to savings in the educational system. Everyone realizes that if our students are to be provided with the skills and knowledge needed to meet the challenges of the workplace of the twenty first century, we must invest our educational dollars where they are most needed: to enhance the educational opportunities for students at the classroom level. The government has made a fixed commitment that the anticipated savings of approximately $5 million will be reinvested into programs and services for students in the classroom.

The restructuring of school boards also provides the opportunity to expand upon the important role played by school trustees in the educational administration and policy development process. Consolidated school boards will present new challenges to school trustees as they collectively assume responsibilities for larger geographical areas with more communities and more schools. Discussing educational issues, policy making and monitoring educational programs and services will become critical aspects of the emerging role of school trustees. This will require new collaborative models and partnerships at the local school level. It will also require that the lines of communication be opened more widely throughout the entire educational system.

Substantial challenges will arise as a result of the commission's work. It will provide the basis for the government's major policy thrusts in education for the remainder of the decade and into the twenty first century. The government is fully committed to providing the best education to all young New Brunswickers. A quality education for all will pave the way toward a more prosperous New Brunswick.

I am committed to opening a dialogue with all key stakeholders in the education system and with our partners in business, industry and the community. To formalize this process, I am looking forward to establishing a minister's forum on education. It is my intention to convene such a forum twice a year, once in each term. Partners in education will meet face to face, in a round-table fashion, to discuss ways and means to promote greater excellence in education.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the school trustees of New Brunswick. They have clearly demonstrated their sincere commitment to the children of the province, most especially during the process of school district amalgamation. I wish to thank them sincerely for their cooperation. While continued growth and change have occurred in the education system over the past 2S years, concern has been expressed of late about how effectively our schools are fulfilling their role and mission of preparing young people in an increasingly more complex society.

Principals and teachers face enormous challenges in meeting the various needs and expectations of our society. In the report of the task force of both teacher associations- NBT A and AEFNB-on excellence in education, it was stated that a significant and growing number of teachers are finding it more and more difficult to survive in the marketplace. Ever-increasing demands on the education system to deal with many social as well as educational issues are placing more and more pressures upon our teachers. Their role is fundamental to the success of education. All stakeholders must work together, therefore, to ensure that the teachers' work environment receives more attention in order to enhance the learning opportunities for our students.

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to say that three educational programs will be expanded in the upcoming school year. Funding in the amount of $2.2 million is being provided to enhance programs in computers in education, to implement a new curriculum in mathematics for Grade 7 in the Francophone system and to implement a new elementary science curriculum in Grades 1 to 3 in the Anglophone school system.

This thrust, I should point out, is in the direction pointed by the Commission on Excellence in Education. Since the eighties, the department has taken many initiatives to further the classroom use of computers. Today, computers are used predominantly as a tool to enhance the existing curriculum. Computers have become an essential hands-on device for both teaching and learning. Applications such as word processing and managing data bases are currently taught and successfully used in several areas of the school curriculum.

Computer simulations are effective teaching devices in social studies, science and business courses. Computer assisted drafting (CAD) and computer assisted manufacturing (CAM) programs have been introduced as a regular part of the industrial technology curriculum. New Brunswick is a recognized leader in bringing new technologies into industrial education programs and in making them available in the high schools across the province. The type of equipment found in the classroom and the overall curricular approach is among the best in the country. Successful examples of computer assisted learning and teaching demonstrations can be found in a wide variety of subject areas in the curriculum.

In addition, the department operates an on-line communication system called Newbed which provides teachers and students from kindergarten to Grade 12 with complete access to electronic communications. For example, pilot teachers in mathematics, science and language arts are sharing materials and teaching strategies via computer in addition to their regular meeting schedules. Language arts students are sending their written projects to an author at Simon Fraser University for feedback. The investment in computer equipment is maximized in the industrial technology courses when students at Moncton High School send their design projects, developed by using the CAD program, to students at Fredericton High School for manufacturing, using the CAM programs.

With Newbed, New Brunswick is leading Atlantic Canada in educational network communications. Our own Department of Education staff are responsible for the development of this excellent system, and we are actively promoting its use across the province and beyond. Under the auspices of the Maritime Provinces Education Foundation, Newbed is currently being used on a pilot basis in Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia. As well as supporting the curriculum in each province, Newbed provides unique opportunities for interprovincial electronic networking among teachers and students.

Interprovincial cooperation in electronic communication is just one of a wide-ranging series of

initiatives in which the New Brunswick Department of Education is playing a leadership role in maximizing the opportunities available to public education through Maritime cooperation. The demands to update and improve the educational system's hardware and software continue to increase each year. To permit the department to accelerate some of the initiatives already identified and underway and to provide necessary teacher in-service and support, I am very pleased that additional funding has been assigned to computers in education. Implementation of the Grade 7 mathematics program marks the beginning of the new series for junior high school. This is part of a general review plan of programs from Grades 1 to 12.

The first phase of the transition was implemented five years ago at the elementary level with the adoption of an instructional approach based on problem-solving. We are in the sixth and final year of implementation at the elementary level. The new proposed program for Grade 7 is a continuation of the direction already taken at the elementary level. This renewal effort is expected to continue until Grade 12.

Learning mathematics at the high school level will be eased through the use of new technologies. Software can be used efficiently for demonstrations to a group of students. Individuals can also use computers independently to explore certain problems in depth, conduct research, generate or compile data with respect to an educational project, or complete research work. Computers make it possible to explore mathematical concepts beyond a previously impossible level. Calculators and computers with appropriate software turn the classroom into a real research laboratory. Mr. Chairman, the elementary science program is a completely new concept to be introduced into the elementary curriculum emphasizing activity-based learning. It is designed to lay the foundation for all public school science programs in the future. It is imperative that a sound program be implemented that excites youngsters to a discovery of science in the first years of school, thereby establishing a solid foundation for lifelong scientific literacy.

Textbooks, classroom science equipment and in-service training will be important components of the implementation of the new elementary science curriculum scheduled to start in September.

Mr. Chairman, there are a number of key activities and ongoing priorities in the Department of Education that will receive attention in the year ahead.

In February 1991, the department introduced a food and nutrition policy to be fully implemented over the next three years. The policy establishes guidelines for school districts to implement a coordinated and comprehensive food and nutrition policy that encourages all students to develop good eating habits by providing food services that feature nutritious foods and by providing nutrition education programs and related activities.

The Department of Education is liaising with school boards to ensure that the objectives of the policy can be met within the next three years. The objectives are: that all school food services follow Canada's guidelines for healthy eating, that all school districts provide nutrition education through school food programs and classroom activities and that all school districts ensure that all students have access to nutritious food during the school day.

The implementation of the food and nutrition policy encourages all school districts to develop and implement a plan to provide food for students who arrive at school without food or the means to purchase food.

A survey conducted in 1991 indicated that 84 % of schools with elementary grades have food programs.

Mr. Chairman, these programs illustrate that schools are committed to working with a wide range of community groups. I am convinced that we will see a considerable increase in the number of schools participating in such food programs. The community groups that are providing this valuable service are to be commended for their contribution to improving the health of our children in this province.

Also, during the year, contact will be made with every school by a representative of the Department of Education to facilitate the implementation of this policy and the expansion of food programs for all students.

As a concrete example of support for this policy, an agreement was signed with the New Brunswick Milk Marketing Board to establish a new class of milk for schools. New Brunswick milk dealers are now selling 2 % milk to schools at a reduced price. To ensure that schools have adequate refrigeration to offer milk to students, the department has purchased milk coolers, and I am pleased to say that they are currently being delivered to schools.

In April 1991, the department also tabled a policy on Maliseet and Micmac education in New Brunswick. This policy outlines the government's commitment to a partnership among aboriginal people, school boards and the Department of Education in the delivery of programs and the development of curriculum for Maliseet and Micmac children in the province. The implementation process is underway with an anticipated result that Maliseet and Micmac students will be provided with enhanced opportunities to learn, to grow, to succeed and to become confident, responsible individuals, proud of their Maliseet and Micmac heritage.

Dedicated to these objectives, a number of programs are currently underway in support of the policy. Four high schools are piloting a Grade 12 course in Native studies designed to examine Maliseet and Micmac First Nations from a cultural and historical perspective.

District staff, teachers and principals are participating in the Circle of Understanding orientation program to promote a greater understanding and appreciation of Maliseet and Micmac cultures, histories and conditions and to establish an intercultural bridge for communication and instruction.

Those involved in the Maliseet language project are developing instructional material in the Maliseet language for Grades 1 to 6 and reviewing existing materials in the Micmac language program. They are in the initial stages of establishing a committee to develop the program and the required instructional materials.

The department has also contributed to human rights and multicultural education. We will continue our efforts to ensure that school districts maintain their undertakings to implement human rights and multicultural education policies in their schools, and we will be reporting on an annual basis on the progress being made in meeting those objectives.

Mr. Chairman, the Department of Education has been very fortunate in its relationship with the business community, and we want to build on that foundation. For years, we have enjoyed business sponsorship for schools' social and athletic activities and have received significant donations of prizes, awards and scholarships. A number of exciting new partnerships are in place now which have added equipment and other material resources to the education system. In addition, all school districts are involved in some kind of work/study or cooperative education program which involves a contractual partnership with members of the business community. As of the 1991-92 school year, more than 1000 students are involved in cooperative education plans in all parts of the province. The department is committed to extending business and education partnerships across the curriculum.

We believe that in order to provide an environment in which our children can acquire and maintain the knowledge and skills they need in an increasingly competitive marketplace, education requires true partnerships among parents, school boards, teachers, and the industrial and business communities. Partnerships and extensive collaboration have been at the heart of the province wide acceptance of the philosophy of integration of exceptional children in the school system. New Brunswick can be justly proud of its achievements in this area.

In keeping with this commitment, the department continues to allocate a significant portion of its budget to the education and support of exceptional children. These funds are invested in special needs projects, including methods and resource teachers, teacher assistants, home tutors, special equipment and professional development. Funds in the amount of $5.6 million are also allocated to support the Atlantic Provinces Special Education Authority, or APSEA, with the education of the hearing impaired and the visually impaired in local schools. For students with learning disabilities, funds are allocated for student assessment, computer assisted learning and residential studies. The department will also continue to participate in the federal/provincial Youth Strategy initiative established in 1990 to encourage our youth to stay in the public school system until they have successfully completed their program of studies and received a high school diploma. Under this program, additional financial resources have been assigned to school districts for the development of support programs and educational services to teachers and students who directly target youth that are at risk of leaving school early.

The department is embarking on its third year of a three-year strategic plan that has four key components: a dropout detection and accounting system; partnership strategy with stakeholders; education interventions and innovative projects.

New Brunswick is proud to be the host of the eighth annual conference of the Canadian Association for Community Education in May. In many areas of our nation and in some other countries, community education is beginning to transform traditional school processes and programs for people of all ages, interests and concerns. Community education provides an opportunity for local citizens and community schools, agencies and institutions to become active partners in addressing education and community concerns. Under a community education philosophy, everyone in the community-individuals, businesses, public and private agencies-shares in the responsibility for the mission of educating all members of the community. This national conference will provide educators and the greater community of New Brunswick with an excellent opportunity to learn more about the many approaches and strategies involved in building a philosophy of community living and creating community schools.

New Brunswick will host in Moncton from June 10 to 13 the meeting of national representatives of the Conference of Ministers of Education from French-speaking countries. New Brunswick has been participating in this conference since 1968, and this meeting was held for the first time in Moncton in 1987.

The conference now has 33 member states, of which about 60 representatives will gather in Moncton. This meeting, which serves as a preparatory meeting for the ministerial one to be held in Montreal from June 14 to 17, provides an opportunity for all educational policy managers to review proposed or implemented cooperation programs, report on their national activities and consider possible changes in conference operations.

The meeting will be expanded this year to all 47 states that are members of the Francophonie, following a decision at the Chaillot Summit held in Paris last November and where the Premier of New Brunswick represented us. New Brunswick is also the location of the Canadian School Board Association's annual conference, Congress on Education, in July. It will be hosted by the New Brunswick School Trustees' Association.

In conclusion, I want to express my sincere appreciation to the New Brunswick teachers' associations, all school boards, district and departmental staff, and parents and students across New Brunswick for their cooperation in working toward our educational goals.

In the upcoming year, all stakeholders in education will be required to demonstrate their ongoing understanding, flexibility and ingenuity as we undertake the amalgamation of school districts and plan for the implementation of the recommendations of the Commission on Excellence in Education.

I look forward to working with all partners in education in the year ahead. By working together, we will ensure that our children are prepared to meet the challenges of the twenty-first century.

Thank you.

