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Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Education and Youth)

Mr. Chairperson, I would like to make a couple of comments, but before I do I want to thank the department and its staff. Before doing so, I want to congratulate the Member for Tuxedo (Mrs. Stefanson) for being made critic for Education and Youth. It is a very important area. I am sure she has found out so far that there are a lot of important areas in education. So I just want to congratulate her. Also, the Member for Morris (Mrs. Taillieu), also being newly elected, is here today. I am sure she will also find that it is very, very important.

It is not a coincidence that we have two women here today with the Opposition who are going to be asking questions. More and more women these days are being elected to office.

Since they make up more than half the population of the province, maybe one day we will see 50 percent of the representatives in this Legislature being women.

I would like to make a couple of comments with regard to the department. Since this is my first time representing Education and Youth, I just want to take this opportunity to pass along and state my appreciation for the work and support of thousands of educators and people, not only the staff in the department, but also the importance of education to the province of Manitoba.

There are many, many and different initiatives that the previous government as well as our Government have embarked upon that essentially what you are talking about is the future of the province. You have got young people in our education system. Youth is also part of this department. Since our Government has made education a priority since being elected in '99 and again in just the last election, I am extremely honoured to be the Minister of Education and Youth, being a former schoolteacher.

I do not want to take too much time to be talking about necessarily the department and all the important initiatives right now, because I think what is important of what we are doing here today is to get to be able to answer some questions, to listen to the questions that the members from the Opposition have to ask. I will certainly try my best to answer them. If we are not able to answer them, we will get the answers and pass them on.

I do want to take the opportunity, though, to thank the staff within the department. As a new minister, I know they have been invaluable. They have been able to help me learn a very, very, I would not say complicated, but certainly an area that takes a lot of information to know more about the department and what is going on in it in the past year, almost a year to the day as a matter of fact, when the Premier made a change within Cabinet.

I would just like to say that overall the department has embarked on a number of different initiatives, whether it is dealing with Aboriginal education or dealing with a division we call Youth NOW, MB4Youth. These are very important initiatives. I know that through the questions more and more will come out as to what we are doing and what we are trying to do as a government with regard to education.

With those few comments, I would just like to say that I welcome any questions related to the department with regard to our Estimates. I will leave at that.

