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 Immediately on my right is James Gorman, who is the deputy minister. Let's see. We have Keith Miller and Rick Davis, also assistant deputy minister.

We're delighted to be here to talk about the wonderful things that are occurring in the Ministry of Education in the province of British Columbia. We have a number of initiatives underway. I know we've had the opportunity to debate, earlier in the House, both Bill 36 and Bill 22. I'm sure members of the opposition may have questions arising from that.

We have been working diligently on the B.C. education plan, which we're very excited about. British Columbia, as I think hopefully we all would acknowledge, has a good education system but certainly one capable of improvement. We're always looking at opportunities, based on good things that are happening in some places in British Columbia. Some school districts in British Columbia are looking at the great things that are occurring there, looking at the experience nationally and internationally, at what we might learn to move British Columbia's education system from overall good to very good.

These are exciting areas. I look forward to hearing the thoughtful and, undoubtedly, constructive questions from the opposition — and, I'm certain, members of the government side as well — in the hours ahead in these estimates. With that, I'd welcome any questions that members may have.

