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Mr. Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly, as we open this fourth session of the thirty-third parliament of British Columbia, I would like to extend to you and all British Columbians greetings on behalf of our Sovereign.

During your deliberations, I know that members of this assembly will continue to work diligently on behalf of all British Columbians, bearing in mind the priority of economic renewal as the basis of a better life for our people.

During the past year we grieved as a community over the loss of three British Columbians well respected by this assembly and by all the people of our province. Dr. Gordon Merritt Shrum was a visionary and a world-class achiever. His proud record of service to British Columbia and Canada -- through Simon Fraser University, the University of British Columbia and British Columbia Hydro -- is well known. His many contributions to the development of our province will long be remembered. It is fitting to note that he was honoured with the Order of the British Empire in 1946 and the Order of Canada in 1967.

Chief Justice J.O. (Jack) Wilson was one of the most respected judges and chief justices in Canada. A recipient of the Order of Canada in 1978, his common touch married the formalities of the court with the pursuit of the law as the most human of experiences.

Dr. Norman MacKenzie touched and enriched the lives of thousands of young British Columbians. As president, he guided the expansion and fortunes of the University of British Columbia between 1944 and 1962. He was appointed to the Senate of Canada in 1966, and in 1975 was honoured with the John E. Reid Medal by the Canadian Council on International Law.

We also mourn the loss of another distinguished Canadian with the passing, at age 8 1, of T.C. (Tommy) Douglas. All Canadians are aware of the contribution he made to our society and to the province of Saskatchewan and to the Parliament of Canada as a member from British Columbia.

As we remember these great Canadians, let us also pay tribute to two magnificent young British Columbians: Steve Fonyo, for his brave cross-Canada run last year to raise funds for cancer research, and Rick Hansen for his courage in undertaking an epic wheelchair journey around the world to raise funds for spinal cord research. Their efforts are an inspiration. They demonstrate vividly that a valiant spirit can overcome the most difficult physical handicaps.

During the past year British Columbia hosted a number of distinguished guests and visitors, among them Prime Minister Nakasone of Japan. The coming year promises to be equally memorable for the people of our province in greeting international guests who visit during Expo.

All British Columbians await with great pleasure the visit of their Royal Highnesses, the Prince and Princess of Wales, to open our World's Fair May 2. Those in the communities of Victoria, Kelowna, Kamloops, Nanaimo and Prince George look forward with particular eagerness to a personal visit from their Royal Highnesses.

Throughout the five-and-a-half-month World's Fair, British Columbia will host the leaders and representatives of many of the participating nations, including British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, the Prime Ministers of Barbados and Sri Lanka, the Crown Prince of Norway, the President of Italy and many others. My government welcomes these visits and the many opportunities Expo affords our province to strengthen friendly relationships and economic ties with the international community.

Mr. Speaker, I'm going to break with tradition and ad lib to the throne speech. I'm probably out of order, but I was just informed prior to coming into the House that Expo today signed its fifty-fourth international participant, the country of Malaysia.

My government's goal is to create new employment opportunities for our people by controlling public sector costs so as to limit the tax burden on our people and industry, increase trade, diversify our economy, attract new investment and encourage new enterprises all across the province. My government's measures for economic renewal are bearing fruit, and British Columbians are seeing and being touched by steady progress and growth in our economy. Most important, I'm advised that unemployment is declining steadily, and employment is growing at a healthy pace. In this past month 50,000 more British Columbians were working than in February, 1985.

In the initial years of its present mandate my government sought and gained control of public sector costs. My government believes the family is the basic underpinning of our society, and by taking decisive action has averted the large scale tax increases that have been implemented in some other jurisdictions. I'm advised that ordinary British Columbians retain the second-lowest personal income tax rates in Canada. My government has moved and will continue to move not only to retain this advantage for our families, but to further reduce taxes for business, small and large, in order to make British Columbia an even better place to do business and employ people.

I am advised that British Columbia's trade patterns have diversified significantly, with dependence on the United States lessening as markets have expanded in the Pacific Rim.

During this fourth session of the thirty-third parliament and in the remaining years of its mandate, my government will propose a number of measures to accelerate its long-term strategy, blending small and large projects to bring about enduring economic renewal in every sector of our economy. Through continued wage restraint my government will pursue, as its highest priorities, improved health and education services and the creation of jobs for those who are still unemployed. The international recession that struck in 1981 had its most severe impact on our country and province.

Individual British Columbians, our industrial sector and our business community endured difficult times as demand and prices for our products diminished. The worst of those times are behind us, and we can face the future with hope and confidence.

British Columbians are showing they can work together to build a new consensus and a stronger economy. While the challenge of economic diversification still remains, while we must maintain and intensity our efforts to create new employment for those of our people still jobless, there are clear signs that our economy is increasing in strength. I am advised that 1985 marked the second consecutive year of economic growth in our province and that the economy and employment will expand again this year.

The international recession has made it plain our economy is undergoing a fundamental restructuring, and my government has put in place a long-range plan to build a new British Columbia economy. Initiatives to lower the costs of business, to preserve existing jobs, to stimulate investment, renew our resources, diversify our economy and expand trade to create new jobs have been implemented, and indeed will be strengthened.

I am advised that as a result, British Columbia is seeing positive results. Bankruptcies have declined, new businesses incorporated, and retail sales and housing starts have increased significantly. Auto insurance rates have been reduced, ferry fares have been stabilized, and there is a new mood of consumer and business confidence growing across our province. My government will again reduce taxes in the second year of its three-year billion dollar tax-cut program to lower the cost of doing business in British Columbia, attract new industry and encourage our private sector to grow and employ our people.

In the third session of the thirty-third parliament, you approved a Critical Industries Act. Since then, I am informed that the commissioner has assisted six forestry and mining firm and as a result, more than 1.500 people throughout our province are working. My government's program of discount prices for surplus electricity has already assisted 14 companies to expand production and increase hiring. Additional efforts will be pursued in the coming year. My government has extended tax reductions to our small business sector, the source of many of our new jobs, and will provide additional relief in the second year of the $150 million program.

In the last session, you also gave approval to the Small Business Venture Capital Act. Seventeen venture capital corporations have raised to date approximately $13 million in capital to invest in small business in the coming year. My government will expand the range of eligible investments under the act to give additional momentum to the diversification of our economy, particularly in the information and knowledge sectors.

You have approved the British Columbia equity investment plan, another measure to enhance investment, strengthen the provincial economy and create jobs. My Minister of Finance will bring toward further details in the coming days.

I am advised there is a growing agreement among our people in the pursuit of two central priorities during the remaining years of my government's mandate. My government assigns the highest priority to continuing to invest in our economy and create employment opportunities for those still without work, rather than increasing income for those with jobs, and to investing the benefits of an expanded economy in improving the services which most directly affect our people -- health and education.

My government will develop new initiatives to encourage private sector economic activity and will pursue measures to improve the quality of health and education services. I am advised that several major allocations have already been made from the recently created fund for excellence in education. The three-year program will allocate $110 million in the first year, an increase of more than 6 percent over current spending, to improve the quality of education in our schools, colleges and universities. I am advised that funding levels for the second and third years of the fund will be brought forward by my Minister of Finance for consideration by members of this assembly.

While special initiatives will of necessity vary among schools, colleges, institutes and universities, the ultimate goal is identical: to provide our young people with the academic and technical training and education to allow them to take their place in the new economy that is developing in our province. 

I am advised that enrolment in the colleges and institutes of our province will continue to increase, and that participation rates of interior students will continue to rise.

I am further advised that multiyear funding was requested by our post-secondary institutions and, once in place, will provide them with both stability and the ability to make long range plans.

My Minister of Education will announce soon the formation of committees to review and modernize the School Act and to advise on both curriculum development and computer use in our schools. Working together with the school boards of this province, my minister's priority is to improve the quality of education in British Columbia within the taxpayers' ability to pay.

I am advised the establishment of the Ministry of Post-Secondary Education will encourage increased cooperation and interchange among our educational institutions to the benefit of our people.

My government has identified a number of priority areas for special initiatives in our schools, colleges and universities. These include increased use of computers and language training in our schools, entrepreneurship training and business development centres in our colleges and institutes, and increased emphasis in our universities on biotechnology, Pacific Rim studies, computer systems, forestry research, international business and links with our vital and growing cultural industries. Institutions have been asked to consider these and other educational priorities, and my ministers will be consulting closely with them in developing specific proposals.

I am advised that in 1985 our three universities, the Open Learning Institute and the Knowledge Network joined together to form the Open University Consortium of British Columbia. This development greatly increases access to post-secondary education for persons living in remote and rural areas. In the coming session you will be asked to approve legislation creating the Open Learning Authority of British Columbia to plan, coordinate and direct all open learning in the province.

My Minister of Labour has appointed a Youth Advisory Council to establish an open dialogue with young British Columbians, and a number of initiatives have already been taken. My government will give full consideration to student priorities, such as the council's recommendation for subsidized transit fares, in allocating education funds.

My government will provide increased travel funds to assist students all across our province to visit Expo and benefit from its vast education potential.

My government is committed to the maintenance and expansion of the best possible system of health care for our people and will pursue measures to add new dimensions of quality to our already excellent system. New hospital beds have been opened, waiting-lists shortened, and it is expected that the number of kidney transplants will triple to about 100 a year with the formation of the B.C. Transplant Society. The feasibility of heart and liver transplants will be assessed as well.

I am advised that my government will shortly announce a major long-term initiative to improve further health and hospital care programs. This initiative will cover a wide range of health issues and involve the consideration of a number of advanced treatments to utilize the latest technological advances in medicine, such as the recently introduced technology for non-surgical treatment of kidney stones.

My government continues to allocate about one in three of the taxpayers' dollars to health care, and my minister will invite those in the health sector to assist in identifying priorities for new services.

My Minister of International Trade and Investment is seeking new investment and additional customers for our products in the Pacific Rim, the United States and the European Economic Community. I am advised that in its first full year of operation the ministry has carried out 60 trade missions and has given support to more than 500 British Columbia companies under various export assistance programs.

Investment promotion activities have involved an extensive series of presentations around the world, and specific efforts have identified investments such as the new Louisiana-Pacific waterboard plant to be built in Dawson Creek. I am advised that although investments will be smaller in dollar-terms than in the past, they will be more numerous and add to the diversity of the economy.

In the coming year there will be considerable focus on developing closer relationships between our universities' research facilities and the private sector, and on the establishment of centres of excellence in fields such as computer systems, forestry research, international business, Pacific Rim studies, biotechnology and those disciplines contributing to our important cultural sector.

I am advised that my government will continue to support efforts to expand trade with our country's most important trading partner, the United States, and to increase trade on a multilateral basis. My government believes that expanded trade will benefit both British Columbia and Canada, and welcomes the federal government's commitment to work closely with the provinces in the negotiation process.

My government places great emphasis on attracting business visitors during Expo. With more than 32,000 of the world's top business leaders and investors invited to attend the world's fair, my government will ensure that they are made fully aware of the great potential of its municipal partners all across our province.

I am informed that 124 local governments have signed or are poised to sign agreements with my government under the Provincial-Municipal Partnership Act, allowing both levels of government to offer significant taxation and other incentives to new and expanded business operations. In keeping with this very successful program, my government will again this year work closely with local governments across our province to stimulate new economic activity and create employment. In addition to his ongoing services to local government, my Minister of Municipal Affairs will provide continuing support for local economic development strategies and the development of comprehensive economic plans.

My government recognizes the value of the contribution that our province's 144 municipalities are making in helping to bring about economic renewal, and wishes to congratulate both Colwood and Metchosin, which enjoyed their inaugural years in 1985.

I am informed that in the past year we have witnessed some major achievements in the continuing development of our province's transportation systems. Work is close to completion on the Coquihalla Highway and the new Annacis Bridge across the Fraser River, and the first phase of SkyTrain, our modern rapid transit system, is fully operational and serving commuters between New Westminster and Vancouver. My government's pride in these three major feats of engineering is matched only by our pride in British Columbia and the British Columbia workers who brought them in on time and on budget.

While efforts toward economic diversification will be accelerated, mining and forestry will continue to be the backbone of the provincial economy, and my government is committed to making them even stronger. I am advised that in the coming year funding under the forest resources development agreement will be nearly doubled, to improve our important forest resource and to strengthen its employment capability. This funding reflects my government's determination to sustain and increase the resource. While basic reforestation will be increased, my government will be introducing for your approval innovative vehicles to increase British Columbia's commitment to and provide stability for silviculture projects, so as to maximize employment opportunities and the returns from our most fundamental resource.

My government is determined to ensure that our industry retains its traditional access to the United States market, and will work closely with the industry and the government of Canada on this important issue.

I'm gratified to report that my government, in partnership with the government of Canada and the Council of Forest Industries, recently renewed for five years a program to expand overseas markets for British Columbia wood products. With more than 1,700 timber sale licences currently held, my government expects the small business enterprise program to continue to grow.

I am advised that British Columbia's mining industry, which was hit hard by the international recession, produced mineral products worth $3.5 billion in 1985. World markets are expected to show modest improvement this year, with further improvements anticipated for 1987 and beyond.

Although market conditions remain highly competitive, the efforts of our producers to reduce costs and improve productivity, together with the outstanding cooperation of working people and a more optimistic market outlook, suggest the industry will see some growth in strength. A number of projects are under or near construction, and my government is assisting in a number of ways. Funding is being provided for road and infrastructure studies for the Mount Klappan anthracite development in the northwest and the Mascot project at Hedley.

While recovery in our basic resource industries has been gradual, the tourism industry continues a gratifying pattern of strong growth, reinforcing its increasingly important role as an employer in our economy. I am advised that revenues in 1985 increased to $2.5 billion from $2.3 billion the year before, and the number of visitors to our province grew from 12.2 million to 12.6 million over the same period. Visitors from the United States increased by more than 8 percent, the best record in Canada.

The overall outlook for tourism in British Columbia is excellent in both the near term and the long term. With our world exposition on the horizon, and pre-sales of 10 million of Expo's forecast of 13.75 million visits confirmed, my government is pleased to note that tourism will generate $3 billion in gross revenues. During the coming year my government will undertake a range of programs to enhance this valuable sector of our economy.

Through Conventions B.C., my government will pursue a coordinated approach to gain an important share of national and international convention business. This will also ensure that all areas of the province can take full advantage of their varied scenery and attractions in obtaining a fair share of convention business.

My government will also expand its Partners in Tourism program, which has resulted in a six-fold increase in tourism advertising in two years. I am advised that other programs, such as Superhost and the development of tourism information centres and improved highway signage, will also receive priority attention.

My government will continue its efforts to develop further the film production industry in British Columbia, building upon the technical expertise of our people, competitive rates and unparalleled scenery. In the past year $70 million was spent by producers, making 1985 the largest year by far for film-making in British Columbia.

Work is continuing on the development of a major movie studio, in order to enhance British Columbia's growing reputation as a good location for filming and open up additional employment opportunities for the skilled craftsmen and professionals who work in the industry.

My Provincial Secretary and Minister of Government Services will pursue measures to enhance the cultural sector through a new partnership in the arts which will assist communities throughout the province to reach their full potential in cultural development. I am advised that this initiative will assist our organizations to become a dynamic economic force and make cultural events a significant part of an integrated tourism strategy. The development of centres of excellence in the arts will link our universities and cultural industries, thus enhancing our tourism opportunities.

I am further advised the B.C. Festival of the Arts will take place this year in Prince George and will be highlighted by a visit by the Prince and Princess of Wales.

My government is pleased to note that the Provincial Museum in Victoria, which welcomes about one and a half million visitors each year, is this year celebrating its centennial. I am advised this historic year will be highlighted by travelling exhibits and speaking tours, and the opening of a attraction which features marine exhibits.

The process of diversifying our economy and enhancing the role of the service sector as an employer in our economy is gaining momentum.

In my last message, I advised you of my government's efforts to establish Vancouver as an international financial centre to take advantage of the city's strategic placement between New York and the nations of the Pacific Rim. My government was pleased with the federal government's recent announcement designating Vancouver and Montreal as international banking centres and will intensify its efforts in the coming years to strengthen the entire financial sector, which plays a vital role in British Columbia's economy. An advisory committee will be named by my government to assist in developing the opportunities and meeting the challenges provided by the designation of Vancouver as an international financial centre.

In my last message I also advised you of my government's efforts to have Ottawa put in place special tax incentives on the east and west coasts to complement provincial measures to attract job-creating investment. Although these incentives have been conferred on Atlantic Canada, they have not yet been extended to the west coast. Fully mindful of the new consensus that has developed in our province on the need for such tax incentives, my government will redouble its efforts to gain this important stimulus in building a new British Columbia economy, confident of the unity of purpose of all British Columbians in this regard.

In the last session you enacted the Securities Act, the Small Business Venture Capital Act and the Equity Investment Plan Act. I am advised that these initiatives will, when taken together, give a significant boost to the financial sector in our province.

The establishment of Vancouver as a commercial arbitration centre, to capitalize on the growing opportunities in international trade, is a parallel initiative to strengthen the city's role as a major service centre for commerce, strongly complemented by programs at our universities and colleges.

In areas of provincial jurisdiction I am advised that my Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs will consult with British Columbians on improving reporting to depositors and investors, improved monitoring systems and ways to minimize risk to depositors.

The past year was highly significant for the oil and gas industry in the province. The Western Accord has deregulated crude oil prices and eliminated virtually the last vestiges of the national energy program.

You enacted measures in 1985 to establish a market-oriented regime for both domestic and export natural gas sales and established a royalty system that is responsive to the fluctuations of the marketplace. The subsequent agreement on natural gas marketing and pricing set a competitive floor price for our gas exports and opened up new avenues for our gas producers to tap new markets in the United States and eastern Canada.

I am also advised that you approved attractive incentives to encourage oil exploration and development resulting in new major exploration activity and increased revenues to government as a result of record bonus bids by industry.

While current instability in global oil prices could have far-reaching implications, my government anticipates that oil and natural gas activity will remain at a substantial level and continue to contribute significantly to provincial revenues.

My government will assist in efforts to extend natural gas service into rural areas of the province, and efforts will continue to have the federal government fulfil its commitment for the Vancouver Island natural gas pipeline.

In the years that lie ahead, the Pacific Northwest and California will assume growing importance as markets for our natural gas and hydroelectricity. British Columbia has earned nearly $300 million in the past year from electricity exports and is actively considering ways to expand the scope of its export activity.

My government is working to accelerate construction of the Site C dam project on the Peace River, and appreciates the cooperation of the federal government in removing obstacles in the United States. I am advised that if British Columbia can secure a fair price and guaranteed long-term access to the California market, construction of this major project will be accelerated, creating thousands of direct and indirect jobs for British Columbia workers.

With completion of a federal-provincial environmental review, my government looks forward to an early resolution of jurisdiction over offshore resources.

My Minister of Intergovernmental Relations will continue in the coming year to seek broad support for the entrenchment of property rights in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

In the area of federal-provincial relations, a spirit of constructive cooperation and consultation has benefited both British Columbians and all other Canadians. I am pleased to advise this assembly that our province will be proud to host the next in a series of annual conferences of first ministers, to be held in Vancouver in late November. The conference will take place a week before Grey Cup, which this year and next will be held in Vancouver.

My government is pleased to note that issues of concern to women will be the first item on the agenda, and will be pursuing a number of measures to advance the economic equality of women.

Discussions are proceeding with Ottawa and the Sechelt Indians to implement local self-government on band lands. You will be asked to approve measures complementing federal legislation. My government is anxiously awaiting a clarification of federal land claims policy and has asked to be provided with full details of all outstanding claims in the province. My first minister has asked to meet the Prime Minister on these matters.

My government's efforts to foster economic renewal and employment opportunities for our people have been greatly assisted by the much improved state of industrial relations in British Columbia. I am pleased to note the working time lost last year through industrial disputes was the lowest in 20 years. To enhance this new climate of cooperation, my Minister of Labour intends to pursue a preventive mediation program to assist employers and workers to reach contract settlements without resorting to work stoppages.

Provincial wage settlements reflect market realism and public sector wage restraint, and you will be asked to approve measures to improve the Compensation Stabilization Act.

During the past year significant improvements were made in the areas of workers' compensation, including an increase in the maximum levels of earnings on which benefits are paid, and these improvements reflect continued progress

in the Workers' Compensation Board's financial position. I am advised that the board's unfunded liability was reduced by more than $200 million in 1984 and also fell dramatically last year. In spending plans to be tabled by my Minister of Finance, you will be asked to provide funding to expedite appeals of Workers' Compensation Board decisions.

In the coming session you will be asked to approve additional measures to bring provincial statutes into conformity with the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

My government is concerned about increasing reports of spousal assault and child sexual abuse. My Attorney-General will consider strengthened measures in these areas. Victims of spousal assault, child sexual abuse and other crimes will be assisted through the court system to ensure that prosecutions proceed in a necessary and appropriate fashion. My Minister of Human Resources will be deeply involved in these initiatives, and I am advised that increased emphasis on child protection has resulted from the appointment of a full-time super intendent of family and child services.

I am advised by my Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing that housing starts increased by 11 percent in 1985 and will increase again in 1986. My minister will undertake initiatives to ensure that social housing dollars are spent on those most in need and will work to finalize an agreement with Ottawa in this regard.

This year will mark the seventy-fifth anniversary of the provincial park system, and I am informed that plans are underway to enhance the role of the parks as a major generator of tourism dollars. Attendance at provincial parks reached 16 million in 1985, and the number is expected to increase significantly in 1986.

The year ahead promises to be an exciting one for our province's agriculture and food sector, whose strength lies in its diversity. The important food production industry will be spotlighted during Food Pacific '86, an international trade show to be held in early autumn at B.C. Place Stadium. Estimates are that net farm income will climb by 14 percent in 1986, to more than $183 million.

My government is assisting B.C. food processors to take full advantage of the demand by hotels and restaurants for high quality products. B.C. producers' share of this market increased by 10 percent in 1985 and is expected to grow significantly in 1986. I am advised the emerging aquaculture industry is making remarkable progress in British Columbia, and has the potential to grow from its current $3 million to $150 million in annual sales by 1995. My Minister of Agriculture will strengthen support in the areas of fish health, marketing and quality control.

In its efforts to further diversify the economy, my government is committed to additional support for our province's small business sector, where many of our new jobs are being created. I am advised the British Columbia Purchasing Commission will expand its efforts to make business aware of opportunities to supply the public sector, including hospitals, schools, municipalities and Crown corporations. A computerized network is being developed to inform public bodies of potential British Columbia suppliers in order to bring about expansion of production and new jobs for our people.

My Minister of Industry and Small Business Development is taking a lead role in the provision of entrepreneurial programs and advisory and information services. My government will strengthen its programs to further the growth of small business in the province's manufacturing and processing sectors as well as the aquaculture industry.

I am advised that in addition to major transportation projects, such as the opening of the Annacis Island Bridge and the Hope-to-Merritt section of the Coquihalla Highway, my Minister of Transportation and Highways intends to continue improving our highway network across the province. Work will continue on the Merritt-to-Kamloops section of the Coquihalla, and in the coming year will commence on the Okanagan connector. In the spending plans to be tabled by my Minister of Finance, you will be asked to approve a major program for small bridge replacement throughout the province. You will also be asked to approve funds for increased ferry service during Expo.

My government will intensify its efforts to improve safety conditions for the public. The drive towards safety has seen a continuing decline in fatalities on our highways, and my minister's efforts, in tandem with those of the Attorney General, are geared towards further reductions in accidents and injuries.

My government believes environmental enhancement is fully consistent with economic renewal and will assist in the development of an internationally competitive digital mapping industry. The Okanagan basin will receive special funding as an environmentally sensitive area to help control sewage discharge into area lakes. My Minister of Environment will prepare a management plan for the Cowichan estuary in order to balance economic opportunities with conservation. My government recently signed an agreement with Washington state to work on acid rain control, and has made available more than $2 million from the provincial habitat conservation fund to enhance British Columbia's wildlife and fresh water fisheries.

My government recently received the recommendations of the special advisory committee on wilderness preservation and will give full consideration to the views of the public in seeking a balance between resource extraction and conservation. My Minister of Environment will support the Fraser River flood control program, reconstruction of the Zosel Dam and a variety of diking projects elsewhere in the province to reduce the potential of flood damage.

My government wishes to recognize and pay tribute to the thousands of British Columbians who again this year are making a major contribution to the social and economic wellbeing of our province. The recent Winter Games in Terrace owe their tremendous success to the dedication and willingness of more than 2,500 volunteers who stepped forward to give freely of their time and their talents. 

My government is confident that this fine tradition of community involvement will again be demonstrated during the Summer Games to be held in Cranbrook and at the 1987 Winter Games in Fernie.

While British Columbians are playing an integral part in our province's Games, volunteers are also active on a year-round basis in our hospitals, schools and many other organizations, and my government is most appreciative of their efforts.

My government recognizes the significant contributions of our ethnic and cultural communities in enhancing our province's diverse heritage. My Minister responsible for cultural heritage will undertake a number of initiatives designed to enhance this vital component of British Columbia's social fabric.

Honourable Members, it is time for you to begin this new session. You will be asked to approve measures to maintain the highest possible standards on the part of all members of this assembly, and others, in conducting public business. Your actions and your decisions, as you debate and weigh the measures that will be brought before this assembly, will be crucial to a continuation of economic renewal for our province. My government believes we have weathered the worst of the recent difficult economic times and that by working together we can make 1986 a pivotal year in the fortunes of our people and this great province.

I pray that Divine Providence guide and assist you in your deliberations.

In the name of our Sovereign, I thank you.

