
Caln and Calnstone in the County of Wile,  and Lord Wycombe, Baron 
of Chipping-Wycombe, in the Connty of Bucks, in the Peerage of Great 
Britain ; Earl of Kerry and E d  ot' Shellburne, Viscount CI anmanrice 
and Fitemauriee, Bsron of Kerry, Lixnaw s ~ d  Dunkerron, in the Peer- 
age of Ireland ; Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order 
of Saint Michael acd Saint George, Governor General of Canada, and 
Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c. At our Government Honee, in 
Our City of Ottawa, in Our Dominion of Canada, this ninth day of 
November, in the Year of Our Lord, Ooe Tbousand Sight  Hundred and 
Eighty-seven, and in the fifty-first Y e ~ r  of Our Reign. 

Corn wand, 
8. POPE, 

Clerk of tho Crown in Chancery, Canada. 

Tho Honorable Mr. Macdonald came to the Table and took and subscribed the 
..Oath prezcribed by Law, which wns administered by Edouard Joeoph Langevin, 
squ i r e ,  a Commi~sioner iippointoii for that purpose, and took his mat accordingly. 

The Honorable the Spoakor then acquainted the House, that the Clerk of the  
..senate had laid upon the Table tho certificate of one of tho Commissioners setting 
forth that tho Honorable Mr. Macdonald, a Member of the Senate, bad made and 
subscribed the I)oclaralioo of qualification required by tho British North America 
Act, 1867. 

The Honorable the Speaker presented to the House, s commnnication from the  
Governor General's Secretary. 

Tho same wae then read by the Clark, and i t  is as  follows :- 

OTTAWA, 21ot February, 1888. 
SIR,-I have the honor to inform you that His Excellency the Governor Genera1 

will proceed to the Senate Chamber to open the  Seesion of the Dominion Parliament, 
on Thursday! the 23rd instant, a t  3 o'clock. 

I have tbe honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

HENRY STREATPEILD, 
Captain, Governor General's Secretary. 

The Honorable 
The Speaker of the Senate. 

The House was adjourned during pleasure. 

After some time the House was resumed. 

His Xxcelloncy the Most Honorable Sir HENBY CHABLEB KEITH PETTY-FITZ- 
MAURICB, Marquis of Lansdownu, in the County of Somorsat, Earl of Wycombe, of 
Chipping-Wycombe, in the County of Bucks, Viscount Caln and Calnslozle in t h e  
County of Wilts, aud Lord Wycornbe, Bsron of Chipping-Wycombe, in the County of 
Bucks, in the Peerage of cheat Britain; Earl of Kerry and Earl of Shelburne, 
Tificount Clanmaurico and Pitzmaurico, Baron of Kerry, Lixnltw and Dunkerron, 
in the Peerage of Ireland; Knight Grand Cross of the Moat Distinguished Order of 
Saint Michael and Saint George, Govefnor Genoral of Canada, and Vice-Admiral of 
the asmo, &c., kc., bc., being seated in the Chair on the Throne. 

The Honorable the Speaker commanded the Gontlemsn Usher of the Black Rod 
to proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint that House,-" I t  is His Excel- 
lency's pleasure they attend him immediately in this House." 

Who, being come with their Speakor. 



H 3 Excellency the Governor Genoral ma* then pleased toopen the Session by a 
graoiouu Si.oech to both Houaes. 

H~norable Gentlemen of the Senate : 

Gentlemen of ihe House of Commons : 

I t  affords me much gratification to meet you once mare at  theeommencement 01 
the Parliamentary.-Session, and to congratulate SOU upon the general prosperity of 
tho country. 

Although the labors of the husbandman have not been rewarded in scrne portions 
of the Dominion by an adequate return, the harvest of last year has oo the whole 
been plonteone, while in Manitoba and the North-West Territories it  wos one of 
remarkabla abundance. 

The negotiations betwean her Majesty's Government and that of the United States 
for the ~ciju~tment of what i~ known a6 " The F~shery Qneetion " have, I am pleabed 
to inform you. resulted in a Treaty which will, I venture to hope, be considered by 
gou as honorable sod satisfactory to both nations. 

The Treaty, with the papers and correspondence r o l a t i ~ g  thereto, will be laid 
before IOU, and you will be invited to adopt a measure to give effect to its pro- 
visions. 

Tho oxtenfiion and development ( f o u r  sy&tem of railways have not only ren- 
dered rlecebsary additional ~sfegua:de fbr life and property, but have given greater 
freqnency to questions in which tho interests of rival companies are found to be in 
conflict, and to require anthorittltive adjustment. As further logislation appears to 
be nesded for t h e e  purpciaes, a measure will be hnbmitted to you for the consolida- 
tion anlt improvement of The Hailway Act." 

Esperience having shown t b ~  amendments are required to make the provisions 
of the Act respecting ELectionu et the Members of the House of Commons more 
effective and more convenient in their operation, you will be asked te consider a . - 
measure for the amendment of that Statits, 

The Act rospeetiog Controverted Elections may likewise require at:ention with 
a view to the removal of certain pnestioaa of interpretation whioh have arisen and 
which should be set. a t  rest. 

My Government has availed itsolf of the opportunity afforded by the recess to 
consider the numerous suggestions which have been made for improving the details 
of the Aot respecting the Election Franchise, and a meamre will be submitted to 
yon for the purpose of simplifying the law and greatly leseening the cost of its 
operat ion. 

The growth of the North-West Territories renders expedient an improvement in 
the system of government and legislation affecting those portions of thee Dominion, 
and a Bill for that purpose will be laid before you. 

A Bill will be submitted to you to make a larger portion of the modern laws of 
England applicable to  the Province of Manitoba and to the North-West Torritorieu 
in regard to matters which are within the control of the Parliament of Canads, but 
which have nct au yet baen made the ~ubjeot of Canadian legislation. 

Among other measures, Bills will b s  presented to yon relating to the Judiciary, 
to the Civil Gervice Act, and to the audit of the Pnblio Acwnnts. 

Gentlenten the House of Commons : 

The accounts for the past year will be laid before you as well as the Estimates 
for the ensuing year. They have been prepared with a due regard to economy and 
the requirements of the public service. 
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aonorable Gentlemen of the h a t e :  

Benttcmen of the Hme of Commons : 

I commend t h , m  i.mportant subjeota and all matters affeoting the publia interests 
which may be brought before 'yon' to johr be& bnsidemtioh, and I feel asenred that 
p a  will addrew yourselves to them with earneatneee and assiduity. 

His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to retire, and the House of 
ammone  withdrew. 

. The Honorable Mr. Abbott preeen* to ,,the ,House, a Bill intituled : " An Act 
to Railways!' 

The said Bill was read far the first time. 

The Honorable the Speaker reported Hie Excellency's Speech from the Throne, 
the same was then read by the Clerk. 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Abbott, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Smith, 

it WW 
Ordered, That the Honse do take into consideration the Speeoh of Hie,Exoellency 

the Governor General, to-morrow. 

On motion of tbe Eonorable Mr. Abbott, seconded by the Honorable Mr, - 
Smith, i t  waa 

Ordered, That all the Members present during thie Seasion be appointed a Com- 
mittee to ooneider the Orders and Cuehms of this Honse and Privilega of P.arlia- 
ment, and that the said Committee have leave to meet in  this House, when and m 
o b n V a s  they please. 

On motion of the Honorable Nr. Abbott, aeoonded by the Honorable Mr. Scottt 
i t  was 

Ordered, That the Clerk be authorized to receive from the Honorable George 
Alexander, who has been a b e n t  from his seat in thie Houee, through illness, during 
thelast Heasion of Parliament, the renew'ed declaration of his property qualification, 
as required by the Standing Resolation of tpe &+, passed on the ninth day of 
4pri\,. 1880. 

Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Abbott, seoonded by the Honorable Mr, 
Smith. 

The Honse sdjoarned. 


