20th February
The Honourable Mr. Turriff came to the, Table and took and subscribed the
Oath prescribed by law, which wae administered by the Clerk of the Senate, one of the
Oommissioners appointed f o that
~
purpose, and took his seat as a Member of the
Senate.
His Honour the Speaker informed the Senate th,at the Honourable Mr. Turriff
had made and subscribed the Declaration of Qualification required of him by The
British North America Act, 1867, in the presence of the Clerk of the Senate, one of
the Commissioners appointed t o receive and witness the same.
His Honour the Speaker informed the Senate that he had received a communication from the Governor General's Secretary.
The same was read by His Honour the Speaker, as follows:-

OFFICEOF

GOVERNOR
QENERAL'S
SECRETARY,
OTTAWA,
18th February, 1919.
SIR,-I have the honour to inform you that His Excellency the Governor General
will proceed to the Senate Chamber to open the Session of the Dominion Parliament
on Thursday, the 20th February, at Three o'Clock.
I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obdient servant,
THE

H. G. HENDERSON, Lieut.-Colonel,
Governor General's Secretary.

The Honourable
The Speaker of the Senate,
Ottawa.
Ordered, That the same do lie on the Table.
The Senate adjourned during pleasure.
After a while, His Excellency the Governor General having come, and being
seated on the Throne,
His Honour the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to
proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint that House that,-It is His Excellency
the Governor General's pleasure that they attend hi'm immediately in the Senate.
Whb being come, with their Speaker,
His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to open the Session by a
Gracious Speech to bobh Houses as follows :Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

-

Since the last session of Parliament events have transpired of the highest consequence to the Empire and to Canada. After withstanding with steadfast vnlour
repeated assaults pressed with the utmost vigour and determination, the Allied Forces,
taking the offensive in all theatres of action, advanced to decisive and overwhelmingvictory. Upon terms of practically unconditional surrender on the part of the enemy,
armistices were arranged and are now in effect, under which extensive strategic territories have been evacuated, guns, munitions and other war material and supplies
surrendered on a vast scale, and the greater part of the hostile fleets delivered up to
the Allies. A Conference is now being held at Paris to determine the conditions upon
which peace will be concluded. -As the decisions of this Conference will be of vital
importance to Canada as well as to other parts of the Empire, it is being attended by
the Right Honourable the Prime Minister, accompanied by others of my advisers.
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In.the notable victories leading to the glorious issue accomplished by the arms of
the Allies, none of the forces engaged bore a more valorous or heroic part than those
of Canada, whose achievements throughout the entire war have won imperishable
renown for their country. I t is most gratifying to be able to state that, in the final and
decisive stages of the mighty struggle, our divisions in the field were maintained at
over-strength, and equipped m the highest degree with all the requirements of modern
warfare. The appreciation and gratitude of the nation cannot be too earnestly and
sincerely expressed t o the gallant members of the Canadian Expeditionary Force,
whose sacrifices, sufferings and heroism have played so effectual a part in vindicating
the cause of world-liberty and civilization.
Prior to the armistice, plans and preparations had been made for the return,
demobilization and re-establishment in civil life, after the close of the war, of our
soldiers with their dependents overseas. These are now, in operation, and while this
great undertaking presents, owing to after-war conditions, many difficulties and complications, i t is confidently expected that it will be accomplished speedily and satisf actorily.
Immediately upon the conclusion of the armistice, which necessarily involved the
cessation of operations in the manufacture of munitions and in other essential war
industries, steps were taken by my advisers to facilitate the readjustment of business,
and to provide employment. Orders in Council embodying the measures adopted will
be laid before you without delay.
A Bill relating to the franchise, with such provisions as are necessary having
regard to existing conditions, and providing among other things for effectually enabling women to vote, and conferring upon them the privilege of sitting in Parliament,
will be submitted for your consideration.
Your attention will also be invited to Bills providing for aid in the construction
of highways; for assisting returned soldiers in establishing themselves upon the land,
and for promoting desirable immigration and farm settlement.
Bills will also be submitted for the promotion of vocational education; for the
creation of a Department of Public Health; for promoting better housing conditions
throughout the Dominion by loans made for the purpose to the several Provincial
Governments, and for the validation by Parliament of Orders in Council prohibiting
the importation and manufacture of intoxicating beverages, and the transportation
thereof into any community where their sale is contrary to law. Other necessary
legislation dealing with matters, including pensions to soldiers and their dependents,
now regulated by Orders in Council, will be laid before you. Further important
measures, designed to promote the welfare and prosperity of the people in the new era
of reconstruction, social as well as material, upon which the world has entered, will be
recommended to your consideration.
After more than four years of war, and notwithstanding the sudden dislocation
brought about by the armistice, Canada's industrial, commercial and financial stability
has been well maintained. I t is the expectation that in addition to business arising
from the resumption of public and private undertakings in Canada which were suspended by the war, and needed improvements and bettermenjts throughout the Dominion, Canada will obtain substantial participation in the expansion of export trade
following the conclusion of the war, and the liberation of commerce from the restraints
which have existed during its continuance. Steps have bean taken by my advisers to
promote and facilitate such participation.
Gsntlemen of the House of Commons:

The accounts of the last and the estimates for the next fiscal year will be submitted to you without delay, and you will be asked to make the necessary financial
provision for meeting the remaining expenditures arising out of the war and connected with demobilization; also for the establishment of credits for the financing
purchases of our agricultural, industrial and other products.
S-2
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Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

I t is appropriate that we should acknowledge our thmkfulness to Divine Providence for the successful issue of the terrible struggle in which for so long a period our
armies have been engaged, and for the restoration of peace to the world. Through the
long conflict, with its dire vicissitudes and varying fortunes, our people never allowed
themselves to doubt that victory would finally crown our cause, which was that of
truth and justice. The deeply loyal and earnest co-operation of the Overseas Dominions and Dependencies with the Mother Country must more firmly cement for all
time those ties which bind the Empire in indissoluble union. The spirit born of
common sacrifice, suffering and heroic endeavour will also, i t is confidently hoped,
permanently unite the Allies by the bonds of a great memory ,and tradition, and effectually promote the formation of a League of Nations which will ensure for all time the
peace of the world.
His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to retire, and the House of
Commons withdrew.
The Senate resumed.

The Honourable Sir James Lougheed presented to the Senate a Bill (A) intituled:
" A n Act to consolidate and amend the Railway Act."
The said Bill was read the first time, and
Ordered, That i t be placed on the Orders of the day for a second reading on Wednesday next.
On motion of the Honourable Sir James Lougheed, i t was
Ordered, That five hundred extra copies of Bill (A) intituled: " A n A d to Consolidate and amend the Railway Act," be printed for general distribution.
His Honour the Speaker informed the Senate that a copy of the Speech of His
Excellency the Governor General, had been left in his hands.
The same was then read by His Honour the Speaker.
Ordered, That the Speech of His Excellency the Governor General be taken into
consideration on Tuesday next.
Ordered, That all the Senators present during the Session be appointed a Committee to consider the Orders and Customs of the Senate and Privileges of Parliament, and that the said Committee have leave to meet i n the Senate Chamber when
and as often as they please.
With leave of the Senate, i t was
Ordered, That pursuant to Rule 77, the following Senators, to wit: The Honourable Messieurs BQique, Casgrain, Dandurand, Daniel, Robertson, Tanner, Taylor
(Leeds), Watson, and Sir James Lougheed, be appointed a Committee of S e i e a h n to
nominate Senators to serve on the several Standing Committees during the present
Session; and to report with all convenient speed the names of the Senators so
nominated.
With leave of the Senate, i t was
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day i t do stand adjourned until Tuesday
next at three o'clock in the afternoon.

